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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

In the world, developments in political, socio-cultural and technological fields, especially 

Economic, have brought new and different ideas, designs and strategies on the structure 

and competitive understanding of the sectors as well as the regions and countries. 

Changing economic balances require countries to be more competitive in all sectors and to 

make decisions in this direction. Turkey is at the center of all economic balances, conflicts 

and competition as it is the intersection point of Europe and Asia continents. Therefore, it 

can be said that the determinant of Turkey's international competitiveness is undoubtedly 

related to the competitiveness capacity of its critical sectors. The tourism sector is one of 

the indispensable sectors for Turkey, a semi-island surrounded by seas on three sides. 

Given the great employment opportunities in the services sector, the multiplier effect and 

the contributions of foreign exchange inflows to the balance of payments, it is a fact that 

the tourism sector has a strong competitive advantage and provides great advantages for 

the Turkish economy. In this sense, Turkey focuses on rich natural and cultural resources 

that are very valuable and impossible to emulate. It is possible to make these resources, 

which look like a treasure, functional in terms of the competitive position of the sector, 

especially the careful use of Natural Resources, Conservation of cultural values and the 

establishment of a strong tourism infrastructure. When Turkey is evaluated in terms of 

natural and cultural tourism supply sources, it is seen that the Black Sea Region is 

undeniably prominent. 

In this project, tourism supply sources of 25 cities in Turkey's Black Sea basin were 

evaluated. These cities are Istanbul, Tekirdaĵ, Edirne, Kērklareli, Kocaeli, Sakarya, Duzce, 

Bolu, Yalova Zonguldak, Karab¿k, Bartēn, Kastamonu, ¢ankērē, Sinop, Samsun, Tokat, 

¢orum, Amasya, Trabzon, Ordu, Giresun, Rize, Artvin and G¿m¿ĸhane. The geographical 

location, socio-economic structure and demographic characteristics of each province, 

infrastructure status and transportation possibilities and connections were evaluated within 

the scope of the project. Second, the natural and ethnographic tourist values of these 

provinces were examined among the supply sources of Tourism. Natural tourism resources 

in each province plateaus, rivers, lakes, Plains and valleys, natural and artificial, nature 

parks, beaches, thermal springs, caves and areas suitable for winter tourism are discussed. 

On the other hand, archaeological ruins and historical heritage of each province, museums, 

historical mosques, tombs and tumuli of important people, historical palaces, castles, 

bridges, fountains, erected stones, monuments and statues, churches and monasteries, 

historical baths and bazaars, mansions, civil architecture, traditional cuisine and local 

festivals and events in this context were discussed. In the evaluation made, it was observed 

that every province in the Black Sea basin has a strong potential both in terms of natural 

and ethnographic tourism supply sources. A third evaluation of the project is related to the 

determination of tourism infrastructure and services and recreation areas of each province. 

The tourism infrastructure of the provinces covers accommodation, travel, eating and 

drinking, entertainment, and culture-art and sports industries. The tourism infrastructure of 

each province has been identified under these main headings and the number of institutions 

in the provinces has been shared in the form of current data/statistics.  On the other hand, 

the assessment of the recreation areas of the provinces revealed that each province has a 

strong potential to host recreational activities on a wide scale. Activities and nature-based 

activities that can be performed in nature parks as the main recreational areas are 

discussed. Recreational activities of the provinces, bird/butterfly/plant observation, 

horseback nature trekkings, paragliding, underwater diving sports, camping and caravan 

and photo safari are spread across a wide range. It can be said that each province has its 

own unique and strong potential in tourism when considering both tourism infrastructure 



                              

 

and services as well as recreational activities. Finally, proposals and vision work for 

developing tourism for each province were shared in the project. 
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1. TOURISM POTENTIAL  OF ISTANBUL PROVINCE 

 

1.1. Geographic Location 

Istanbul is in a very strategic position at the point where the Asian and the European 

Continent meet. The city is composed of two peninsulas. In the middle of these peninsulas, 

called Kocaeli and Çatalca peninsulas, there is the Strait of Istanbul. The fact that the 

Bosphorus divides the city into two, caused two concepts to emerge in the form of the 

European side and the Anatolian side. The Black Sea is a in the north of Istanbul and the 

Marmara Sea in the South. Istanbul is surrounded by the provinces of Tekirdaĵ and 

Kērklareli in the west and Kocaeli province in the East. Istanbul is at 280 01 "and 290 55" 

eastern longitudes "410 33 and 400 28" northern latitudes. The high peaks of the Kocaeli 

mountain range in the East and the water separation line of the Ergene Basin in the West 

limit Istanbul (IBB, 2018). 

Image 1.1: A Night View from Istanbul 

 

Source: Istanbul Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism 

1.2. Socio-Economic and Demographic Characteristics 

Istanbul is the most important center of the Turkish economy. It's kind of his backbone, his 

brain, and his heart. One third of the industry, one third of imports and one fifth of exports 

are made from Istanbul. Turkey's largest industrial, commercial, transportation, advertising 

and economic institutions are in Istanbul. In Istanbul, 40% of the gross product is provided 

by industry, 30% by trade and the rest by other sectors. The share of Agriculture is only 

1%. The main source of Turkey's budget is Istanbul. Approximately 37% of total taxes are 

collected from Istanbul. On average, there are 2 people working in every family in Istanbul 

(Istanbul Governorship, 2018). 

Istanbul is an industrial city. 42 of the 100 largest industrial companies in Turkey and 250 

of the 500 largest companies are in Istanbul. Founded in 1952, Istanbul Chamber of 



                              

 

industry (ISO) is the largest chamber of industry in Turkey. The Istanbul Chamber of 

Commerce (ITO), one of the oldest institutions in Turkey and founded in 1882, is close to 

100,000 members. There are more than a thousand places of work. There are Industrial 

Organizations in every branch of the industry (Istanbul Governorship, 2018).   

Istanbul has already taken its place among the top city economies with its strong economic 

performance, qualified labor force and proximity to global markets. The city is the 

locomotive of the Turkish economy with its international connections and dynamic 

structure. According to Knight Frank's 2015 wealth report, the number of individuals in the 

high income group with a wealth of at least $ 30 million is 1,153; Istanbul is the 29th 

largest city in the world.are in order. According to the Global Metro Monitor report 

published annually by the Brookings Institute, Istanbul, with its economic size of 349 

billion dollars in 2014, has reached a volume equivalent to 40% of the Turkish economy. 

Istanbul has an economy that is more than 130 countries in the world with its own income. 

The cost of Living survey conducted by Mercer is one of the most comprehensive studies 

in the world. Within the scope of the research which includes 207 cities on 5 continents 

and measures the change in purchasing power, housing, transportation, food, 

entertainment, home appliances, etc. over 200 components, including elements, are used. 

According to the survey, Istanbul ranked 99th in the cost of living city life with low cost. 

are in order. Istanbul's economic size is 349 billion dollars, Istanbul's economy is more 

than 130 countries and Istanbulôs foreign trade volume is 195 billion dollars (TurkStat, 

2016).  

In terms of population, the population of Istanbul is 15.029.231 compared to 2017. This 

population consists of 7,529,491 males and 7,499,740 females. Percent: 50,10% male, 

49,90% female. The area is 5,313 km2 and the city of Istanbul has 2829 people per square 

kilometer. The population density of Istanbul is 2829/km2. About 80% of the population is 

50 years and older (population 2018).  

1.3. Infrastructture  

Istanbul, one of the four biggest cities in Europe, is the city in which most investment is 

made in Turkey in areas such as transportation, communication, sewage, water 

distribution, urban frost, industrial infrastructure and environmental assessments. Istanbul 

is a mega city capable of removing all kinds of investment and consequently attracting 

many investors because of its location and physical facilities as well as its reach and its 

dense - dynamic population. However, due to the intense population and distorted 

urbanization, the infrastructure of the city cannot meet the needs of the city in full. With 

many new and modern projects in recent years, the city is trying to strengthen and improve 

its infrastructure services. Especially with the integration of technological elements into 

urbanization elements, the infrastructure and management of the city has started to be 

easier. New bridges, urban transformation projects at airports etc. such projects are major 

projects.  

1.4. Transportation Possibilities, Connections 

Istanbul is Turkey's richest city in terms of Transportation. It is the center of domestic and 

international transportation. One third of the tourists who come to Turkey are from 

Istanbul. As the center of the land and railway network, Turkey's largest seaport and airport 

is located in Istanbul. Connecting Europe to Anatolia and the Middle East, the international 

e-5 highway passes through the Bosphorus and Fatih Bridge. Every day, about 3000 buses 

from Topkapi and Harem bus stations and about 150,000 people are coming and going.  

Eĸenler Ferhatpasha district 281.000 M2 open, 198.000 M2 closed area established in 

Istanbul bus station every day on average 4000 intercity bus and accordingly 150.000 



                              

 

people for intercity transportation. There is also a bus station with underground 

connections and shopping centres. To relax the traffic for the city, a fast tram ride was 

arranged between Istanbul's various districts. 

Istanbul is an important crossroads of the railway network. There are Sirkeci stations and 

Garris on the Anatolian side and on the Syrian side of Heydarpasha. If there is a ferry 

connection between Haydarpasha and Sirkeci, the daily capacity is 50-60 cars. The 

uninterrupted continuation of the railway is programmed by combining the tube passage 

through the submarine and the European and Asian continents. In addition, trains to 

various cities of Europe are carried out from Sirkeci station on various days. The 577 km 

long Haydarpasha-Ankara line is Turkey's busiest railway line. Electric commuter trains 

occupy a very important place in urban transportation and extend to Adapazarē on the 

Anatolian side.  

Istanbul, which is surrounded by seas, is located around the Istanbul Strait connecting the 

Aegean and Marmara Sea and the Black Sea, has been the number one port city in the 

world for thousands of years. Istanbul Strait is a very busy passage and water. There is a 

great service in the city transportation of the sea. With 66 cruise ships and 25 car 

steamships of the Maritime Bank, 150 million people are transported a year. There is a 

marina in Istinye. Between Kumkapē-Bakērkºy, 30-60 ships are anchored every day. 

Karaköy-Yalova and Ataköy-Bostancē between the municipal sea buses make mutual trips. 

Turkey's largest and busiest airport is Atat¿rk (Yeĸilkºy) airport. Atat¿rk Airport is an 

important transit center in international air transportation as well as the starting and 

finishing point in domestic air transportation. Having a very important place on the airline 

connecting Europe and the Far East, Istanbul airport takes second place after Boĵazi­i 

bridge in terms of Transportation. 

1.5. Analysis of Tourism Resources 

Tourism resources of the province are evaluated under two headings: natural and 

ethnographic tourism resources.  

1.5.1. Natural Tourism Resources  

1.5.1.1. Istanbul Bosphorus 

The Bosphorus of Istanbul is a passage of approximately 30 kilometers long. It connects 

the Marmara Sea and the Black Sea. The average depth of the Bosphorus, determined to 

have formed 7,000 years ago, is 60 and its deepest place is 100 - 120 meters. Although its 

width is very variable, its widest area is 3 thousand 500 meters. The length of the coastline 

varies between Europe and Asia. The more indented European coasts are 55 km. the Asian 

Coast is 35 km long. The Bosphorus separates Europe and Asia at the same time (Istanbul, 

2018). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                              

 

Image 1.2: Istanbul Bosphorus 

 

Source: Istanbul Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism 

1.5.1.2. ¢amlēca Hill 

¢amlēca Hill is 265 m high and is one of the highest hills of Istanbul, located on the 

borders of Üsküdar district of the Anatolian side of Istanbul, where you can view the city 

with 360 degree panoramic view. The ¢amlēca Hill, which dominates the Marmara Sea 

and Istanbul with its unique view of the Bosphorus, is one of the most touristic areas of the 

city with its clean air and natural beauty. 

1.5.1.3. Yēldēz Park 

It is located within the borders of Beĸiktaĸ district, between Yēldēz Palace and ¢ēraĵan 

Street. In this park opposite ¢ēraĵan Palace, there are two historical pavilions under the 

name of Maltese pavilion and Tent Pavilion. First, the rear garden of the ¢ēraĵan Palace, 

the Yēldēz Palace since 1877 greenery, the outer protection of Yildiz Palace, 1940'after the 

Yēldēz Park was named. 

1.5.1.4. Haliç 

In the southeast of the Thrace section of the city of Istanbul, where the Kaĵēthane and 

Alibeyköy streams meet, it is the inner port that emerged as a result of the collapse of the 

base and the water covering this area. It is known as the Golden Horn during the Byzantine 

period by Westerners. It lies between Sarayburnu-Tophane in the northwest-southeast 

direction. Its length is about 8 km. Istanbul's historical peninsula separates the Beyoglu 

districts from each other. On the two sides of the Golden Horn, there are the districts of 

Eminönü, Unkapani, Cibali, Fener, Balat, Ayvansaray, Kitabar, Eyüp, Alibeyköy, 

Kaĵēthane, ķaftaraĵa, S¿tl¿ce, Halēcēoĵlu, Haskºy, Kasēmpasha and Karaköy. 

1.5.1.5. Islands 

Islands; Istanbul B¿y¿kada, Heybeliada, Burgazada, Kinaliada, Sedefadasē, Sivriada, 

Yassēada, Spoon Island and Rabbit Island Islands consists of 9 islands.The districts of the 

islands with the central Büyükada are composed of 5 districts, namely the Maden 

Neighborhood and Nizam Neighborhood in Büyükada, Kinalēada Neighborhood, 

Burgazadasē Neighborhood, Heybeliada Neighborhood. 



                              

 

1.5.1.6. Ortaköy 

Ortaköy is a district on the banks of the Istanbul Strait, connected to Besiktas district. It is 

a prominent place in Istanbul with its Bosphorus views and social facilities. Ortaköy 

mosque is the symbol of the district. The region is a cultural center with ¢ēraĵan Palace, 

Kabataĸ Boys ' High School, mosque-church-synagogue, bazaar, cafeteria, tea gardens and 

restaurants overlooking the sea. 

1.5.1.7. Polonezköy 

18. Polonezköy, which was created by the Poles who took refuge in the Ottoman Empire 

for political reasons in the century, is located on the way from Beykoz to ĸile on the 

Anatolian side of Istanbul. The village's biggest gift to its visitors is its natural beauty and 

oxygen-filled air. 

1.5.1.8. Kilyos 

It is an old settlement 30 km away from Istanbul. Historical Buildings in the village, the 

castle known to be built during the Genoese period and attracts attention with its natural 

beauty. Remaining in the military field, the castle, Sultan II Mahmut was restored in time. 

Arched, sheltered guard sections are preserved in the same stone building, II. It was also 

used to protect the straits during World War II.  

1.5.1.9. Yalēkºy 

It is an ancient Greek village on the Black Sea coast. The first name is ñPodimaò, which 

means potin or boot in Turkish, and also called Deer, lights and white sand in short 

periods. History dates back to 200-250 years. In the past, the lower floors of the Houses of 

Yalēkºy, which was used as an entertainment center for Pirates, side cutters and money 

owners, functioned as a commercial center. Today, it is interesting with its historical 

structures, beaches and nature. 

1.5.1.10. Lakes 

There are both natural and dam lakes in Istanbul. These are attractive factors in terms of 

tourism supply. Lakes within provincial boundaries are shown in Table 1.1. 

Tablo1.1: Lakes 

Terkos (Durusu) Lake Ömerli Dam Lake 

Büyükçekmece Lake Elmalē Dam Lake 

Küçükçekmece Lake Alibey Dam Lake 

Tuzla Lake Darlēk Dam Lake 

Sazlēdere Dam Lake Samandēra Lake 

ķamlar Dam Lake Göktürk Small Lake 

1.5.1.11. Traditional (Sea, Sand, Sun) Tourism 

Istanbul is a suitable destination for Sea tourism with its two shores and the Bosphorus. 

There are many beaches, beaches, and Pier, harbor, shipyards and fishing structures in 

Istanbul, which are 647 km long. Esiz city, where it is offered every season, attracts 

attention with its views of sunrise and West.  Lakes within provincial boundaries are 

shown in Table 1.2.   

 

 



                              

 

Table1.2: The Beaches 

 Büyük Island Beach Kilyos Beach 

 Burgaz Island Beach Sariyer Ayazma Beach 

 Sile Beach Sariyer Uzunya Beach 

Florya Sun Beach Altin  Kum Beach 

 Florya Menekse Beach Büyükçekmece Beach 

Suadiye Beach Günes Beach 

Tarabya Beach Cadde Bostan Beach 

Tuzla Public Beach Naki Sir Beach 

Baykus Beach Burc Beach 

Yörükali Beach Tirmata Beach 

Sedef Island Beach Suma Beach 

Riva Beach Yesilköy Ciroz Beach 

Kinali Island Beach Rumeli Kavagi Beach 

Beykoz Poyraz Beach Karacaköy Beach 

Image 1.3: A View from the Islands 

 

Source: Istanbul Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism 

1.5.1.12. Caves 

There are 11 caves within the boundaries of the city of Istanbul. The caves within the 

borders of the province are located in Table 1.3.  

http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-70741/ceneviz-kalesi-plaji-mavi-bayrak.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210429/akkaya-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210419/cuhalli-plaji-mavi-bayrak.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210430/cayagzi-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210422/akevler-plaji-mai-bayrak.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210431/edilli-agzi-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210424/kadinlar-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210432/kalkin-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210425/ayazli-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210433/karaburun-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210434/melenagzi-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210427/cinaralti-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210435/pasalar-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210428/limoncuk-plaji.html


                              

 

Table 1.3: Caves 

Crying Rock Caves Ķkigºz Caves 

Ķnceĵiz Caves Kocakuyu Caves 

Kēzēlcaköy Caves Elbasan Caves 

ķile Sea Caves  Gökceli Caves 

Yarēmburgaz Caves Kirkayak Caves 

1.5.1.13. Nature Parks 

There are 23 natural parks within the boundaries of of Istanbul. The nature parks within the 

borders of the province are shown in Table 1.4.   

Table 1.4: Nature Parks 

Avcēkoru Nature Park Ayvatbendi Nature Park 

Bendler Nature Park Büyükada Nature Park 

Çilingoz Nature Park Deĵirmenburnu Nature Park 

Dilburnu Nature Park Elmasburnu Nature Park 

Falih Rēfkē Atay Nature Park Fatih Fountain Nature Park  

Fatih Sultan Mehmet (The Conquror) Nature Park Göktürk Lake Nature Park 

Göztepe Nature Park Hacet Stream Nature Park 

Irmak Nature Park Kirazlēbent Nature Park 

Kömürcübent Nature Park Marmaracēk Koyu Nature Park 

Mehmet Akif ErsoyNature Park Mihrabat Nature Park 

Neĸet Stream  Nature Park Park Forest Nature Park 

Polonezköy Nature Park ķamlar Nature Park 

T¿rkmenbaĸē Nature Park  

Source: Istabul Nature Parks, 2018.   

1.5.2. Ethnographic Tourism Resources 

Istanbul has a rich potential in terms of ethnographic tourism resources. In Istanbul, where 

archaeological excavations continue, new findings are revealed almost every day and 

history is enlightened. The archaeological sites in Istanbul stand out as important 

destinations for cultural and historical tourism.  

1.5.2.1. Museums   

Istanbul is a city of museums in one direction. Museums are generally historical, cultural 

and religious. 32 museums within the borders of the province are located in Table 1.5.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tgdturkey.com/tr/istanbul/aktiviteler/incegiz-magaralari.html
http://www.tgdturkey.com/tr/istanbul/aktiviteler/sile-deniz-magaralari.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-211233/hasanlar-baraj-golu.html
http://www.tgdturkey.com/tr/istanbul/aktiviteler/yarimburgaz-magaralari.html
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/ayvatbendi-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/bendler-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/buyukada-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/cilingoz-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/degirmenburnu-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/dilburnu-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/elmasburnu-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/falih-rifki-atay-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/fatih-cesmesi-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/fatih-sultan-mehmet-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/gokturk-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/goztepe-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/hacet-deresi-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/irmak-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/kirazlibent-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/komurcubent-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/marmaracik-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/mehmet-akif-ersoy-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/mihrabat-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/neset-suyu-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/park-orman-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/polonezkoy-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/samlar-tabiat-parki
http://www.istanbultabiatparklari.gov.tr/tabiat-parklarimiz/tum-parklar/turkmenbasi-tabiat-parki


                              

 

Table 1.5: Museums 

Adam Mickiewicz Museum Ahmet Hamdi Tanpēnar Literature Museum Library 

500th Anniversary of The Turkish Jews Foundation 

Museum 

Islands Museum 

Mozaik Museum  Anatolian Fortress Museum 

Military Museum and Cultural Site Cumhuriyet Education Museum 

Depo Museum Beylerbeyi Palace Museum  

Old Eastern Art Museum H¿seyin Rahmi G¿rpēnar Museum House 

Aĸiyan Museum Atatürk Museum 

Hagia Irene Church Museum European Capital Of Culture Exchange Museum 

Military Museum Yēldēz Palace Museum 

Ihlamur Palace Museum Islamic Science and Technology Museum 

Museum of Turkish and Islamic art Turkish Foundation Museum Of Calligraphy 

Turkish Foundation Museum Of Calligraphy Museum of Tombs Management 

TCDD Istanbul Railway Museum Sakēp Sabancē Museum 

Istanbul Archeology Museum Istanbul Museum of Modern Art 

Rahmi M. Koç Museum Pera Museum 

Kariye Museum Caricature and Humour Museum (Gazanfer Agha 

complex) 

Orhan Kemal Museum Istanbul Panorama 1453 Fetih Museum  

Sait Faik Abasiyanik Museum Tanzimat Museum 

Topkapē Palace Museum Turkey Is Bank Museum 

Turkish Writers Union Literature Museum and literature 

documentary 

Vedat Nedim Tör Museum 

Jale Kuĸhan Wax Sculpture Museum Istanbul Toy Museum 

Istanbul Contemporary Art Museum Istanbul Museum Of Photography 

Istanbul Sea Museum Istanbul Archeology Museum 

History of Islamic Science And Technology Museum Hisarlar Museum 

Hilmi Nakipoglu Museum Of Cameras Aviation Museum 

Carpet Museum Galatasaray Museum 

Galata Mevlevihane Museum Florence Nightingale Museum 

Fenerbahce Sports Club Museum Old Eastern Art Museum 

Marine And Aquatic Museum Doĵan­ay Museum 

Fethiye Museum (Pammakaristos Monastery) Museum Of Lighting And Heating Collection museum 

Great Palace Mosaics Museum Beĸiktaĸ JK Museum 

Press Museum Hagia Sophia Museum 

Miniaturk  

http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-165465/adam-mickiewicz-muzesi.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-165464/adalar-muzesi.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-165467/asiyan-muzesi.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-165466/askeri-muze.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-165665/tcdd-istanbul-demiryolu-muzesi.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-165661/rahmi-m-koc-muzesi.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-165659/pera-muzesi.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-165650/istanbul-oyuncak-muzesi.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-165630/istanbul-deniz-muzesi.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-165623/hisarlar-muzesi.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-165621/havacilik-muzesi.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-165618/galatasaray-muzesi.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-165597/dogancay-muzesi.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-218146/besiktas-jk-muzesi.html


                              

 

1.5.2.2. Palaces, Mansions and Castles  

In the ethnographic tourism resources of Istanbul, palaces, mansions and castles are an 

important place and offer visitors the opportunity to travel in history. 25 palaces, mansions 

and castles within the borders of the province are shown in Table 1.6. 

Table 1.6: Palaces, Mansions and Castles 

Topkapē Palace  Dolmabahçe Palace  

Yēldēz Palace  Beylerbeyi Palace  

¢ēraĵan Palace Çinili Palace  

Hēdiv Palace  Aynalēkavak Palace 

Ihlamur Palace Tekfur Palace 

Küçüksu Palace Maslak Palace  

Anadolu Fort Rumeli Fort 

Hidiv Palace Perili Palace 

Malta Palace Su Palace 

Bayildim Palace Sepetciler Kasri 

Siyavuspasha Palace  Tophane Palace 

Çit Palace Sale Palace 

The Cistern that Sinks on the Ground  

Image 1.4: Topkapi Palace 

 

Source: Istanbul Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism 

 

https://www.istanbeautiful.com/tr/istanbul-saraylar-koskler/topkapi-sarayi/
https://www.istanbeautiful.com/tr/istanbul-saraylar-koskler/dolmabahce-sarayi/
https://www.istanbeautiful.com/tr/istanbul-saraylar-koskler/yildiz-sarayi/
https://www.istanbeautiful.com/tr/istanbul-saraylar-koskler/beylerbeyi-sarayi/
https://www.istanbeautiful.com/tr/istanbul-saraylar-koskler/ciragan-sarayi/
https://www.istanbeautiful.com/tr/istanbul-saraylar-koskler/cinili-kosk/
https://www.istanbeautiful.com/tr/istanbul-saraylar-koskler/hidiv-kasri/
https://www.istanbeautiful.com/tr/istanbul-saraylar-koskler/aynalikavak-kasri/
https://www.istanbeautiful.com/tr/istanbul-saraylar-koskler/ihlamur-kasri/
https://www.istanbeautiful.com/tr/istanbul-saraylar-koskler/tekfur-sarayi/
https://www.istanbeautiful.com/tr/istanbul-saraylar-koskler/kucuksu-kasri/
https://www.istanbeautiful.com/tr/istanbul-saraylar-koskler/maslak-kasri/


                              

 

1.5.2.3. Towers and Sewn Stones  

Some of the most frequented places of local and foreign visitors visiting Istanbul are the 

towers and stalactites in the city. In Table 1.7 there are towers and sewn stones within the 

borders of the province.  

Table 1.7: Towers and Sewn Stones 

Maiden's Tower  Galata Tower 

Beyazit Tower Yaros Towers 

Dikilitaĸ (Obelisk) Örme Obelisk  

Yēlanlē Column Çemberli Stone 

Mil Stone   

Image 1.5: Maiden's Tower 

 

Source: Istanbul Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism 

1.5.2.4. Mosques 

The religious places of Istanbul stand out as important symbols of the city. Among them, 

mosques attract the great interest of domestic and foreign tourists. Within the borders of 

the province, there are 38 mosques bearing historical and touristic value. These mosques 

are shown in Table 1.8.  

Table 1.8: Mosques 

Sultanahmet Mosque Süleymaniye Mosque 

Eyüp Sultan Mosque Eminönü New Mosque (Valide Sultan Mosque) 

Mihrimah Sultan Mosque Büyük Mecidiye (Ortaköy) Mosque 

Fatih Mosque ķemsi Ahmet Pasha Mosque (Kuĸ konmaz Mosque) 



                              

 

Ahi Çelebi Mosque  Kalenderhane Mosque 

Arap Mosque Agha Mosque 

Beyazēt Mosque Cerrahpasha Mosque 

Kara Ahmet Pasha Mosque Haseki Complex 

Firuz Agha Mosque Rüstem Pasa Mosque 

Sehzade Mosque Atik Ali Pasha Mosque  

Beylerbeyi Mosque Büyük Piyale Pasha Mosque 

Cihangir Mosque Gül Mosque  

Hērka-i ķerif Mosque  Kēlē­ Ali Pasha Mosque 

Küçük Ayasofya Mosque Laleli Mosque 

Mahmut Pasha Mosque Molla Fenari Ķsa Mosque 

Mihrimah Sultan Mosque Nuruosmaniye Mosque  

Nusretiye Mosque Kazasker Ķvaz Efendi Mosque 

Sadabad Mosque  Sokollu Mosque  

Yavuz Selim Mosque Valide Mosque 

Image 1.6: Sultan Ahmet (Blue) Mosque 

 

Source: Istanbul Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism 

1.5.2.5. Tombs 

Since Istanbul is an important city both politically and religiously, the tombs of many 

important historical figures are also located here. Within the boundaries of the province, 

140 tombs are located in Table 1.9.  



                              

 

Table 1.9: Tombs 

Name of Tomb  Location Name of Tomb  Location 

Abdülhamid I. Sultan Tomb Sultan 

IV. Mustafa 

Eminönü Bayram Pasha Tomb Cerrahpasha 

Abdurrahman Pasha Tomb Eyüp Beĸir Agha Tomb Eyüp 

Abdülmecid Tomb Fatih Bayezid Iē. Sultan Tomb Eminönü 

Abdülvedüd (Yavedüd) Sultan Tomb Eyüp Cafer Baba Tomb Eminönü 

Adile Sultan Tomb Eyüp Cedid Havatin Tomb, Sultan V. 

Murad 

Eminönü 

Ahmed Buhari Tomb Unkapanē Cenned Efendi Tomb Üsküdar 

Ahmed Buhari Emir Tomb Fatih Cevad Pasha Tomb Fatih 

Ahmed Pasha, Ekmekçi Tomb Vefa Davud Pasha Tomb Kocamustafapasha 

Ahmed Pasha, Hacē (Doĵancē) Tomb Üsküdar Ebu ķeybet¿ôl Hudri Tomb Ayvansaray 

Ahmed Pasha, Kara Tomb Topkapē Ebul Vefa Tomb Vefa 

Ahmed Sultan, Karaca Tomb Üsküdar Esad Efendi,Üryanizade Tomb Eyüp 

Ahmed I.Sultan, Karaca Tomb 

Sultan IV. Murad, Sultan II.Osman 

 Sultanahmet Eyyüp Sultan, Hz. Halid Tomb Eyüp 

Ahmed Pir Edirnevi Tomb Eyüp Fatma Sultan Tomb ķehzadebaĸē 

Ali Pasha, Güzelce Tomb Beĸiktaĸ Ferhad Pasha  Tomb Eyüp 

Ali Pasha, Hekimoĵlu Tomb Cerrahpasha Feridun Pasha Tomb Eyüp 

Ali Pasha, Kēlē­ Tomb Tophane Fuad Pasha Keçicizade Tomb ¢emberlitaĸ 

Aĸēk Pasha Tomb Fatih Mehmed Vusuli Efendi Tomb Eyüp 

At Mezarē Tomb Üsküdar Gazanfer Agha Tomb Unkapanē 

Aynül Hayat Tomb Laleli Gülbahar Hatun Tomb Fatih 

G¿ln¿ĸ Sultan Tomb Üsküdar Hayreddin Pasha, Sancaktar Tomb Kocamustafapasha 

G¿l¿ĸt¿ Valide Sultan Tomb Fatih Hubbi Hatun Tomb Eyüp 

Hafsa Sultan Tomb Fatih Hürrem Sultan Tomb Süleymaniye 

Halil Pasha Tomb Üsküdar H¿seyin Aĵa, Kesikbaĸ Tomb Cankurtaran 

Hasan Pasha, Nakkaĸ Tomb Eyüp Hüsrev Pasha Tomb Eyüp 

Hatice Sultan Tomb ķehzadebaĸē Hüsrev Pasha Tomb Fatih 

Havatin Tomb  Eminönü Ķbrahim Pasha, Bosnalē Tomb ķehzadebaĸē 

Ķskender Pasha Tomb Beykoz Kaptan-I Derya, Hasan Hüsnü Pasha 

Tomb 

Eyüp 

Loĵusa Sultan (Rahime Kadēn) Tomb ķiĸhane Mehmed II. Fatih Tomb Fatih 

Mahmud Efendi, Defterdar Tomb Eyüp Mehmed AghaTomb Fatih 

Mahmud Hüdai, Aziz Tomb Üsküdar Mehmed Aĵa, Mirimiran Tomb Eyüp 

Mahmud Pasha Tomb Eminönü Mehmed Aĵa, Cerrah Tomb Cerrahpasha 

Mahmud Nedim Pasha Tomb Eminönü Mehmed Aĵa, Kºpr¿l¿ Tomb Eminönü 



                              

 

Mahmud ķehzade Tomb ķehzadebaĸē Mehmed Pasha, Niĸancē Tomb Fatih 

Sultan II. Mahmud Tomb 

Sultan II.Abdülhamid  

Sultan Abdülaziz 

¢emberlitaĸ Mehmed Pasha, Rumi Tomb Üsküdar 

Mehmed Pasha, Sokullu Tomb Eyüp Muhammed¿ôl Ensari Tomb Ayvansaray 

Mehmed Reĸad, Sultan Tomb Eyüp Murad Pasha, Kuyucu Tomb Beyazēd 

Mehmed ķehzade Tomb ķehzadebaĸē Sultan III . Mustafa Tomb, Sultan 

III .Selim 

Laleli 

Merkez Efendi Tomb Mevlanakapē Mustafa AghaTomb Eyüp 

Mevlevihane Tomb Mevlanakapē Mustafa Pasha, Bulak Tomb Eyüp 

Mihriĸah Sultan Tomb Eyüp Mustafa Pasha, Destari Tomb ķehzadebaĸē 

Mimar Sinan Tomb Süleymaniye Mustafa Pasha, Lala Tomb Eyüp 

Nakĸidil Valide Sultan Tomb Eyüp Pertevniyal Valide Sultan Tomb Aksaray 

Nef-Ķ Fidan Tomb ¢emberlitaĸ Piyale Pasha Tomb Kasēmpasha 

Nureddin Cerrahi Tomb Fatih Ragēp Pasha Tomb Laleli 

Nuruosmaniye Tomb Nuruosmaniye Rakēm Hattat Tomb Karagümrük 

Oĵlanlar Tomb Aksaray Ramazan Efendi Tomb Kocamustafapasha 

Osman Pasha, Gazi Tomb Fatih Reĸid Efendi, Benlizade Tomb Fatih 

Pertev Pasha Tomb Eyüp Reĸid Pasha Tomb Beyazēt 

Rüstem Pasha Tomb ķehzadebaĸē Sinan Pasha, Koca Tomb ¢emberlitaĸ 

Sabahaddin Prensi Tomb Eyüp Siyavuĸ Pasha Tomb Eyüp 

Safiye Sultan Tomb Kocamustafapasha S¿leyman Aĵa, Bala Tomb Silivrikapē 

Selçuk Sultan Tomb Beyazēt Sülayman, Kanuni Sultan Tomb 

Sultan II. Süleyman, Sultan II. 

Ahmed 

Süleymaniye 

Selim I.Yavuz Sultan Tomb ¢arĸamba/Fatih Sümbül Efendi Tomb Kocamustafapasha 

Seyyid-Ķ Velayet Tomb Fatih ķah Sultan Tomb Eyüp 

ķehzadeler Tomb Fatih ķehzadeler Tomb Beĸiktaĸ 

ķemsi Ahmed Pasha Tomb Üsküdar Turabi Father  Tomb Kasēmpasha 

Turhan Hatice Sultan Tomb 

Sultan IV. Mehmed 

Sultan II. Mustafa, Sultan III. Ahmed 

Sultan I.Mahmud, Sultan III. Osman 

 Eminönü Yahya Efendi Tomb Beĸiktaĸ 

Üsküdar Mevlevihanesi Tomb Üsküdar Zal Mahmud Pasha Tomb Eyüp 

Ahmed¿ôl Ensari Tomb Ayvansaray Sheikh Galib Dede Tomb ķiĸhane 

Sheikh Mustafa Devati Tomb Üsküdar Halet Efendi Tomb ķiĸhane 

Source: Culture Assets, 2018.  

 

 

 



                              

 

1.5.2.6. Historical Churches  

Historical churches within the borders of Istanbul province are among the frequents of 

foreign visitors belonging to Christianity. 16 churches within the borders of the province 

are located in table 1.10.  

Table 1.10: Churches 

Aya Andrea Church Hagia Panteleymon Church 

Turkish Orthodox Mary Main Church St. Pier church 

Anglican Church Saint Maria Draper Church 

Saint Antoine Catholic Church Three Horan Armenian Church 

Armenian Church Of Surp Asvadzzin The Church Of Hagia Triada 

Orthodox Patriarchate Panagia Vlaherna Mary Main Church 

St. Stephan Bulgarian Church Fishy Church 

Armenian Orthodox Church Of Surp Krikor Lusavoric  Surp Vorvots Vorodman Church 

1.5.2.7. Libraries  

There are many libraries connected to the Directorate of culture and tourism for the borders 

of Istanbul. The 28 library tables, which are among the frequent of tourists for the purpose 

of research, are located in table 1.11. 

Table 1.11: Libraries 

Beyazit Public Library Sefaköy Public Library 

Ahmet Hamdi Tanpēnar Literature Museum Library Büyükçekmece Mimarsinan Public Library 

Fatih Refik Halit Karay District Public Library Silivri Public Library 

¢aĵlayan Public Library Sefaköy Public Library 

Levent Fatma Banat Children's Library Çatalca County Public Library 

Bah­elievler Siyavuĸpasha Children's Library Beykoz Kemalettin Tuĵcu District Public Library 

Güngören District Public Library Çinili Children's Library 

Bayrampasha Oĵuzhan Public Library Mihrimah Sultan Children's Library 

Gaziosmanpasha District Public Library Kadēkºy St. Berker County Public Library 

Küçükçekmece District Public Library Bostancē Serap Sedat Children's Library 

Beyazēt State Library Maltepe District Public Library 

Ahmet Hamdi Tanpēnar Literature Museum Library 17th April Public Library 

Fatih Refik Halit Karay District Public Library Public Library of ķile District 

¢aĵlayan Public Library Children's Library 

Avcēlar District Public Library Üsküdar Semsipasha District Public Library 

Ömer Faruk Toprak Public Library Pendik District Public Library 

Dr. Ursula Sezgin Library of Sciences Prof. Dr. Fuat Sezgin Science Historical Library 

Source: Istanbul Culture Tourism, 2018. 

http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-180981/sefakoy-halk-kutuphanesi.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-180959/caglayan-halk-kutuphanesi.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-180981/sefakoy-halk-kutuphanesi.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-181093/bahcelievler-siyavuspasa-cocuk-kutuphanesi.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-222667/cinili-cocuk-kutuphanesi.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-180983/bostanci-serap-sedat-cocuk-kutuphanesi.html
http://www.istanbulkulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-180959/caglayan-halk-kutuphanesi.html


                              

 

1.5.2.8. Festivals and Festivities 

A large number of festivals and festivals are organized in Istanbul in different seasons of 

the year. These festivals and festivals protect the mission of preserving and sharing the 

cultural and regional values of the province and constitute an attraction for both domestic 

and foreign tourism travel. Some of the festivals held in Istanbul are in table 1.12.  

Table 1.12: Festivals and Festivities 

Istanbul Puppet Festival Istanbul CNR Book Fair 

Istanbul International Dance Festival Istanbul Design Building 

Istanbul Film Festival Chill-Out Festival 

Istanbul Theatre International Istanbul Opera Festival 

Istanbul Film Festival Istanbul International Improvisation Festival 

Istanbul Sahaf Festival Rock'n Coke Festival 

Istanbul Jazz Festival International crime and criminal Film Festival 

Istanbul Coffee Festival Ekĸi Fest 

Filmekimi Film Festival Fanta Youth Festival 

International Istanbul Tulip Festival One Love Festival 

Istanbul Shopping Center Vintage Festival 

International Istanbul Book Fair Bicycle Festival 

International Istanbul Cuisine Days Cirit Festival 

Minifest Children's Festival Kite Festival 

World Raki Week Activities Istanbul Food Festivals 

1.5.2.9. Traditional Cuisine 

As in almost every city of Turkey, the city of Istanbul has its own Local Tastes/Flavors. 

From vegetable food to meat food, from salad to desserts, Istanbul separates itself from 

other cities. Located in the Marmara region, Istanbul has a culinary culture rich in 

geographical conditions. Some Local Tastes/Flavors known in Istanbul cuisine are shown 

in table 1.13.  

Table 1.13: Local Tastes/Flavors 

Baylan's Kup grey Hünkar Quince Stew 

Bulgarian cream ¦sk¿dar Kanaat Lokantasē Dishes 

Yaĸar master's melon Ice Cream Yanyalē Fehmi barley onion stew 

Suleyman's warrior Adem Father  Mackerel 

Ali Baba's Meatballs The rejans proksis 

Historical Kirecburnu Ovenô s Minced Pastry Barba Yani shrimp pie 

Vefa  Bozasē Zeynel of chicken breast and puddings 

Baklava of Karakºy G¿ll¿oĵlu Sarēyer Bºrek­isi Muffin 

Emek Manti's Manti Champion Kokoreç 

Savoy Puff Pastry Pie Kēzēlkaya's hamburger 



                              

 

Barēĸ B¿fe Linguistically Browned Toast Kanat­ē Haydar Chicken wings 

The Marmara  salad and trophies Yeniköy Börekçisi Cookies 

Çengelköy Pier seafood casserole AghaLokantasē Candy Bar 

Baby Abbas waffle Loft's fig crush profiterol 

The lahmacun Kasibeyaz Beytiônin Beyti kebab 

Dopa fish salad Kēyē Restoran Leaf Lung 

Marmaris Buffetô s Leylaô s Ayder Dry Beans 

Konak  chocolate almond butter Apik The tripe soup 

The restaurantô s red pepper soup The compost of Haci Abdullah 

Develi's raw meatballs (­iĵkºfte) Boĵazi­i Stock Exchange's H¿nkar Beĵendi 

Feriye's Rice Teĸvikiye Bahar chocolate chestnut dessert 

Fisherman Hasan ' s lakerdasi and Shepherd salad Asitane Wrapped with vegetables Sarma 

Darüzziyafe Meatballs Çiye lime stuffed pumpkin dessert 

Gezi Bakery Hot Chocolate Kanlēca Yogurd 

Kanlēca Yogurt  Sultanahmet Meatballs 

Markiz Bakery Makaronu Hamdi's kebabs 

Yakup Dried Mackerel Salad Beyoĵlu Lades Menemen 

Han Ķnegºl Meatball Hain meatballs Sausage patties 

Ethemefendi 36 Raspberry rice pudding G¿naydēn Meat Pitta 

Anadolu Kavaĵē Clam frying pan Ķmroz Anchovy 

Tugra's Ottoman style chicken soup Pandeli Pie  

Padiĸah Sofrasē Embers chicken Asri Turĸucu Pickles 

Strawberry of Arnavutköy Beyaz Fērēn Easter cake 

Hacēbekir Hard Candy Giritli Octopus 

Mavi's aubergine börek Todori's marinade fish 

¢eĸn tripe saute Set Fish kokoreç 

Sabērtaĸē Ķ­likºfte  

1.6. Tourism Infrastructure and Services  

Istanbul's tourism infrastructure and services include accommodation, travel, Food & 

Beverage recreation, entertainment, culture-arts and sports industries. 

1.6.1. Accommodation Industry 

Information about hotel and room numbers within provincial borders is shown in the table 

below.  

 

 

 



                              

 

Table 1.14: Numerical Values of Accommodation Sector 

Accommodation Statistics Certified By the Ministry as of 31.01.2019 

City 

Number Of 

Accommodat

ions With 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Rooms with 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Beds with 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Investment 

Certificated 

Facilities 

Number of 

Rooms with 

Investment 

Certificate 

Number of 

Beds with 

Investment 

Certificate 

Istanbul 566 56326 114717 160 13450 27161 

Municipality -Certified Accommodation Planning Statistics as of 03.12.2018 

City 
Number of Municipality 

Certified Facilities 

Number of Rooms with Municipal 

Certificate 

Number of Beds with 

Municipal Certificate 

Istanbul 1 097 33 335 63 491 

Source: T. R. Culture and Tourism Ministry, 2019. 

1.6.2. Travel, Food & Beverage Entertainment, Culture-Arts and sports industries 

The number of travel agencies, food & beverage establishments, culture-arts institutions 

and sports enterprises within the borders of the province is presented with the 

subcategories in the table below.  

Table 1.15: Numerical Values for Travel, Food & Beverage Entertainment, Culture-Arts 

and Sports Industries 

Categories 
Number of 

Establishments 

Travel agencies (A, B and C groups) 3.523 

Restaurants 

Sub-categories: Turkish Cuisine, Lahmacun And Pitta Makers Fish Restaurant, Catering 

Services, Raw Meatballs, Chinese Cuisine, Soup, World Cuisine, Spreader, Rotary, Home 

Cookers, Fast Food-Pizza, French Restaurant, Pancake-Hair Roasting, Indian Cuisine, Iĸkembeci, 

Italian Restaurant, Canteens, Breakfast Halls, Kabap Saloons, Meat-Chicken-Grill, Kokoreç, 

Mexican Cuisine, Barbecue, Far Eastern Cuisine, Vegetarian Cuisine 

18.694 

Entertainment Venues 

Sub-categories: Family Tea Rooms, Bars and Discos, Billiard Halls, Beer Halls, Bowling Halls, 

Tea Halls, Wedding Organizations, Casinos, Night Clubs, Cafeterias, Coffee Houses, Locales, 

Pubs, Wine Houses, Taverna and Musicals, Folk Houses, Cafe Chains. 

8.270 

Culture and art  

Sub-categories: Antiques, Handicrafts, Show and Boards Arts, Cultural Centers, Restoration of 

Cultural and Artistic Works, Library and Archives, Auctions, Museums, Music Houses, Parks, 

Botanik and Zoo Gardens, Art Galleries, Artists, Trade in Artistic Goods, Exhibitions and Fairs, 

Cinema Halls, Theatre Halls 

2.121 

Sports Industry 

Sub-categories: Sports Equipment, Water Sports, Tennis, Tourism and Recreational Sports 

Facilities, Far Eastern Sports, Yoga Sports, Swimming Pools, Sports Clubs, Sports Event 

Organizers, Sports Instructors, Sports Support and Business Services, Winter Sports And Skiing, 

Gym Halls, Turf  Grounded Football Arenas, Fitness Halls, Mountaineering, Various Sports 

Halls and Facilities, Equestrian, Equestrian Materials and Accessories, Special Sports and 

Wellness Centers for Women, Basketball, Hunting and Hunting Equipments. 

4.117 

Source: Investment Enterprises Application, 2018, Find, 2018. 

1.6.3. Recreation Ar eas 

The concept of recreation, in short, can be defined as the re-access to the disturbed 

integrity of the human being to live healthy and work efficiently. Recreation is considered 



                              

 

as a necessary phenomenon in increasing people's commitment to life and their life span, 

and considers it as the key to spiritual and physical fitness. The fact that Recreation is an 

activity necessary for the psychosomatic health of the people who are tired of modern age 

increases the values of recreation areas within the frame of the height of the possibilities 

for performing the functions expected from them. At the top of the recreational areas are 

water banks and forest areas (Altēnºz et al., 2014).  

The main issues related to the rectional areas within the borders of the province are as 

follows:  

1.6.3.1. Bosphorus Tours 

Istanbul, which had been the capital of two powerful empires such as Byzantium and 

Ottomans in the past, is a very rich city with places to visit and activities to be done. The 

best enjoyable way to explore the history and nature of the mega city where Asia and 

European continents are connected is the Bosphorus tour. While cruising the Bosphorus by 

boat, it can be purified from the stress of finding directions in traffic and focus only on the 

beauties of Istanbul. Tours, which allow guests to see all the beauty of Istanbul from a 

different angle, are carried out with both private companies ' boats and vehicles connected 

to City lines(Gezip Gördüm, 2018).  

Image 1.7: Istanbul Bosphorus 

 

Source: Istanbul Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism 

For those who visit Istanbul, the Bosphorus tour is a must-have activity. While exploring 

the beauty and historical structures of the Bosphorus from the sea, it is also a great 

atmosphere to breathe the sea air.  There are 86 Day excursion boats, 169 commercial 

yachts and 42 floating facilities which are certified by the Tourism Administration of Sea 

tourism vehicles. 

1.6.3.2. Pier Loti Hill  

Pierre Loti Hill is a hill overlooking the Golden Horn in Eyüp district of Istanbul. Tepe 

was named after Julien Viaud, a French novelist and naturalist, who came to Istanbul in 

1876 and was frequently known for coming to a kēraathane (a cafe) on this hill. The views 

of the Golden Horn and the surrounding areas can be seen from this hill. In addition, the 

recreation and gift shopping stands in the area are of great interest to visitors.  

1.6.3.2.Nature Trekkings  

1.6.2.3.2.1. Belgrade Forests  

 In the north of Istanbul, the area within the borders of Sarēyer and used for recreation, 4.2 

km to the Black Sea coast. he gets in. The highest place in the region with a surface area of 

5 thousand 300 hectares is 230 meters Kartaltepe. Forest area mainly oak, hornbeam, 



                              

 

Beech and chestnut trees are located. In Belgrade forests there are seven bent buildings 

built during the Ottoman period to meet the city's water needs. These weirs; Bent Charcoal 

(1620), Large Bent (1724), Knob Subparagraph (1750), Ayvad Subparagraph (1765), the 

governor in subparagraph (1796), Cherry Bent (1818) and 2. It is called the Sultan Mahmut 

Bentler (1839). The region was named as Belgrade forests because Sultan Suleiman The 

Magnificent placed the prisoners he brought when he returned from the Belgrade 

campaign. The ñPetra villageò where the prisoners were placed was abolished in 1898. 

1.6.2.3.2. Sile 

The district on the Black Sea coast is one of the favorite places of daily or short-term 

domestic tourism. Especially on weekends, ķile, which is the preferred page region of 

Istanbulites who want to swim, offers a pleasant holiday opportunity not only with clean 

sea streams and rich flora, but also for those who like to stay alone with nature. The 

Sofular cave, which attracts attention with its stalactites and stalagmites, makes the region 

interesting for tourists. 

1.6.2.3.2.3. Aydos Forest 

Aydos Forest is a forest located in the northernmost province of Kartal, the Anatolian side 

of Istanbul.  6 thousand 620 square meters in this natural area with a pond, promenade area 

and social facilities serves both domestic and foreign visitors.  

1.6.2.3.2.4. Ormanlē Village 

3.5 km from the sea on the Black Sea coast of Çatalca, 38 km from Çatalca and 90 km 

from Ķstanbul, the history of Ormanlē Village, located at the west of Terkos Lake, dates 

back 500 years. This name is given because the forest area in the region is too much and 

people provide their livelihoods from forestry. 

1.6.2.3.3. Photo Safari 

Istanbul is an indispensable photo safari area with its historical, cultural and natural 

beauties that offer excellent variety for photography lovers with historical sites, natural 

parks, Bosphorus views and rich natural beauties.  

1.7. Recommendations for Tourism, Routes for Tourism Types 

Istanbul, Turkey's MAGA city, is a tourism destination that stands out in all tourism routes 

as an important transit point of travel around the world and enables the construction of a 

large number of alternative types of Tourism. Istanbul, which is one of the most popular 

destinations of cultural tours, also offers a rich travel experience for tourists travelling for 

purposes such as trade, shopping and entertainment. Besides being a capital city to the 

great empires in history, it is also at the center of the journeys for historical and religious 

purposes, with its feature of the holy places of the three celestial religions.  

1.8. Vision Study for Istanbul 

Istanbul in 2023, to have a say in the global economy, a fair share of the economy that 

generate high added value innovative and creative, inclusive and learning society; 

experienced pleasure, the original urban spaces and sustainable environment both for 

residents ñhappiness spaceò, both reveal their potential to fulfill their dreams, who needs to 

be inspired and more for every language, religion, race, and sex will be the first city to 

come to mind (Istka, 2018). 
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2. TOURISM POTENTIAL OF  EDIRNE PROVINCE 

 

2.1. Geographic Location 

Edirne province is located in the Thrace section of Turkey's Marmara region. There are 

Kērklareli, Tekirdag and ¢anakkale in the East, Greece in the west, Bulgaria in the 

northwest, Aegean Sea in the South. The height of the sea is 41 meters. The province 

generally has a geographical location with wide plains and low hills(E-Kent, 2018). 

Edirne, Enez, Havsa, Ipsala, Keĸan, Lalapasha, Meri­, s¿lºĵlu and Uzunköprü have 8 

districts in total(Edirne Governorship, 2016). 

2.2. Socio-Economic and Demographic Characteristics  

Edirne is a province that is developing moderately in Turkey. State Planning Organization 

(SPO) in the research on socio-economic development conducted within the province, in 

1996 18.next, in 2003, 16.in 2011, it was ranked 12. Agriculture sector and agriculture-

based industries play an important role in the economic structure of Edirne. Large and 

productive agricultural areas have provided a significant level of economy to the region.  

The majority of the economy in agriculture is wheat and sunflower. In Edirne, a total of 4 

trade exchanges, a total of 1191 real and legal persons are registered. It also provides 6 

Customs Services, 2 of which are the railways (Edirne Governorship, 2016). According to 

the data of 2017, the total population of Edirne province is 406,855.  This population 

consists of 206,342 males and 200,513 females. In percentage: 50,72% male, 49,28% 

female.  43% of the population lives in the city center. Population the population under 50 

accounts for about 60% of the total population (Nufusu, 2018). In addition, the literacy rate 

of Edirne province was 95.69% in 2011(Edirne Family, Labour and Social Services 

Directorate, 2018).  

2.3. Infrastructure  

Infrastructure services constitute one of the increasingly important services both in terms 

of economic development and quality of life. The opportunity to benefit from 

infrastructure services mainly consisting of energy, communications, transport and water 

and sewerage sub-sectors is an important problem especially in less developed and 

developing countries(Edirne, 2018). Edirne experienced a significant lack of infrastructure 

both in solid waste storage and in the lack of drinking water. Within the scope of 

infrastructure activities, solid waste storage was concentrated and Edirne Solid Waste 

Landfill and disposal facilities were established in 2017. In addition, within the scope of 

the protocol made in 2015 with the DSI Directorate of Edirne Municipality, a line carrying 

20 million 500 cubic meters of water per annum was established 58 kilometers from 

Kērklareli Kayalē Dam in order to meet the need for clean water. In order to make the water 

coming from this line clean, the Drinking Water Treatment Plant was established and 

offered to the service of the city. However, both Edirne and Kērklareli provinces started to 

use clean drinking water coming from this dam and coming from the new treatment plant. 

Besides these, the drinking water network and rainwater collection channels are planned to 

be constructed. Through these studies, the problems related to the infrastructure of the 

province until 2050 have been resolved significantly (Edirne Municipality, 2018). 

2.4. Transportation Possibilities-Connections 

Edirne Istanbul route by TEM Highway D-100(E5) can be reached by international road. 

In addition, bus services are arranged from the country to Edirne. However, it is possible to 

get access to Edirne through the Iron Road which is processing on Edirne and connecting 

Anatolia to the Balkans and Europe. There is no airport in the region. However, the nearest 



                              

 

Çorlu airport can be reached by transportation. To come to Edirne by sea, transportation 

can be provided with the Port of Sirece in Mecidiye District of Keĸan District closest to the 

region (Edirne Governor's Office, 2018). 

2.5. Analysis of Tourism Resources 

Tourism resources of the province are evaluated under two headings: natural and 

ethnographic tourism resources.  

2.5.1. Natural Tourism Resources 

2.5.1.1. Rivers and Streams 

Edirne has more than one river. The most important ones are the Meric and Tunca rivers.  

With its recreation areas and natural sites around the rivers, Edirne contributes to the 

tourism potential.  It is famous for its abundance of wetlands and streams around the Meriç 

and Tunca Rivers, which are important rivers of Thrace, and it displays quite beautiful 

images to its visitors (Yer Su, 2016). There are five important streams within the borders 

of Edirne province. In Table 2.1 there are rivers and streams in Edirne province 

(Trakyanet, 2018). 

Table 2.1: Rivers/Streams 

Rivers Streams 

The Meriç River S¿loĵlu Creek 

Tunca River Keĸan Stream 

Arda River Pravadi Stream 

Ergene River Basamaklar Stream 

B¿y¿kdoĵanca Stream  

2.5.1.2. Lakes 

There are 9 natural lakes within the borders of Edirne province. The most important ones 

among these natural lakes are located in the Enez region where Meric was dumped into the 

sea (Trakyanet, 2018). These lakes are shown in Table 2.2. 

Table 2.2: Lakes 

Gala Lake Dalyan Lake 

Taĸaltē Lake I.Tuzla Lake 

II. Tuzla Lake Sēĵērcēk Lake 

Bücürmene Lake Pamuklu Lake 

Gölbaba Lake  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                              

 

Image 2.1: Gala Lake 

 

Source: Edirne Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism 

2.5.1.3. Dams 

The dams within the borders of Edirne are interesting in terms of Tourism.  These streams 

owned by the province are used as drinking water to support agricultural activities 

(Trakyanet, 2018).Edirne's dams are shown in Table 2.3. 

Table 2.3: Dams 

Altēnyazē Dam Kadēköy Dam 

Alē­ Dam Sultanköy Dam 

S¿loĵlu Dam  

2.5.1.4. Traditional (Sea, Sand, Sun) Tourism 

The beaches and beaches of Edirne (Erikli, Enez and Mecidiye-Uzunkum) offer great 

opportunities for holidaymakers who want to enter the sea (Yer Su, 2016).  

2.5.1.5. Nature Parks 

Edirne has important nature parks that can enjoy nature. These areas are preferred for those 

who want to enjoy a day-long holiday (Yer Su, 2016).  Within the boundaries of the 

province, there are two natural parks, Daniĸment Nature Park and Gökçetepe Nature Park.  

2.5.2. Ethnographic Tourism Resources 

2.5.2.1. Religious Places 

2.5.2.1.1. Mosques and mausoleums 

In Edirne, Istanbul and Bursa together with Turkey's most beautiful mosques were built. 

These mosques, dating back to the Ottoman period, are very prominent in terms of faith 

tourism. The most important one of them is Selimiye Mosque and was built by Koca Sinan 

(Edirne Tax Office, 2006). The tombs located within the borders of Edirne are important 

and famous tombs (Edirne Tax office, 2006).  Table 2.4 shows historical mosques and 

mausoleums. 

 

 

 

 

 



                              

 

Table 2.4: Mosques and Mausoleums 

Mosques  Mausoleums 

Selimiye Mosque Old  Mosque  The Three Sherefe Mosque ķehzade Mausoleum 

Edirne Big Mosque II . Beyazid Mosque & 

Complex  

Muradiye Mosque Hēdērbaba Mausoleum 

Darô¿h Hadis Mosque Gazimihal Mosque Evliya Kasēm  Pasha 

Mosque 

Veli Hacē Ķzzet Pasha 

Mausoleum 

Kuĸcu Doĵan Mosques  ķahmelek Mosque Beylerbeyi Mosque Tütünsüz Ahmet Pasha 

Mausoleum 

Image 2.2: The Three Sherefe Mosque 

 

Source: Edirne Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism 

2.5.2.2. Historical Fountains 

In Edirne, fountains dating back to 500 years make a sense of continuity between the past 

and the future even when drinking water. Visitors to these fountains have the feeling of 

using the same chassis and fountains as those living in these thorax 500 years ago (Edirne 

Tax Office, 2006).  Historical fountains on provincial borders are shown in Table 2.5. 

Table 2.5: Fountains 

Harbiye Fountain Ticaret Listesi Fountain Mrzifonlu Fountain 

Yeniçeri Fountain Umurbey Tavanlē Fountain Sarē Mosque Fountain 

Yēldērēm Hasan ¢elebi Fountain Ekmekçioĵlu Fountain  

 

 



                              

 

2.5.2.3. Baths 

Most of the baths within the borders of Edirne province belongs to Sultan II Murat period. 

have survived until today The Gazi Mihalal bath, one of the historic baths that has reached 

today, was built on the banks of the river Tunca in 1421-1422. The Beylerbeyi bath, which 

was found during the same period but not all of it, has survived and has been built by 

Beylerbeyi side(Edirne Tax Office, 2006). The historical baths of the province are shown 

in Table 2.6.  

Table 2.6: Baths 

Mezit Bey Bath Sokullu Bath 

Beylerbeyi Bath Yeniçeri Bath 

Gazi Mihal Bath Palace Bath 

2.5.2.4. Historical Bridges 

The bridges found within the borders of Edirne are of great interest with its historical and 

architectural richness. These historic structures on important rivers such as Meriç, Arda 

and Tunca are shown in table 2.7. (Edirne Tax Office, 2006). 

Table 2.7: Historical Bridges 

Gazimihal Bridge Beyazid Bridge Fatih (Bönce) Bridge 

Saraçhane Bridge Kanuni Bridge Tunca Bridge 

Yalnēz Göz Bridge Meriç Bridge Ergene Bridge 

Yeniimaret Bridge Yēldērēm Bridge Karayollarē Bridge 

Image 2.3: Tunca Köprüsü 

 

Source: Edirne Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism 

 

 



                              

 

2.5.2.5.Bazaars 

The historical bazaars in Edirne are based on the Ottoman Empire. Edirne province, which 

is rich in the care of bazaars and caravanserais, is quite the center of interest of visitors 

(Edirne Tax Office, 2006).Some of the historical bazaars are shown in Table 2.8. 

Table 2.8: Bazaars 

Ali pasha Bazaar (Grand Bazaar) Bedesten Bazaar 

Arasta Bazaar Darô¿l Eytam Bazaar 

2.5.2.6. Museums 

The historical museums within the borders of Edirne make the city interesting in terms of 

ethnographic values. Both in the Ottoman period and during the national struggle, 

historical remains are exhibited in these museums. These museums, which amaze the 

audience, contribute greatly to the potential of the tourism economy. Historical museums 

of the province are shown in Table 2.9.  

Table 2.9: Museums 

Edirne Archaeology and Ethnography Museum Turkish Islamic Art Museum 

Sultan II. Beyazit Complex Museum of Health Selimiye Museum of Art 

National Struggle and Lausanne Museum Ilhan Koman Painting and Sculpture Museum 

Edirne City Museum Private Ottoman Art Museum 

Source: Edirne Culture Tourism, 2018. 

2.5.2.7. Festivals and Festivals 

The events and festivals that have become the focus of interest in Edirne have a very busy 

audience. Edirne province, which has an event and festival address that can run away from 

work intensity even for a few days and have fun, gives its visitors a pleasant time. Other 

festivals and events in Edirne are shown in table 2.10. 

Table 2.10: festivals and festivities 

Historical Kirkpinar Oil Wrestling 

and Cultural Activities 

International Bando and Liver 

Festival 

Atbaba festivals 

International Hēdrellez and Kakava 

Festival 

Culture and Art Days International Band and Liver Festival 

Kērca Salih viticulture Festival Dallēk Ipsela Paddy Festival and Agriculture 

Fair 

Mayalar International wind instruments 

Festival 

Lalapasha Greasy Wrestlers, 

Circumcision Feast and Folk Concert 

Agricultural Appliances, Livestock 

and Commodity Festival  

Bocuk Night  

Source: Official Holidays, 2018 

 

 

 

 



                              

 

Image 2.4: International Hēdrellez and Kakava Festival  

 

Source: Edirne Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism 

2.5.2.8. Traditional  Kirkpinar Oily  Wrestling 

There are many rumors about Kirkpinar oil wrestling. The most common of these is as 

follows; during the conquest of Rumeli, Süleyman Pasha, brother of Orhan Gazi, captured 

a few castles with 40 soldiers and a Pighisar Castle. On the way back, today they are 

wrestling in Samona, which remains within the borders of Greece. Two of them can't beat.  

Two wrestlers then wrestle again on the day of Hēdērellez (6 May). Wrestling starts early in 

the morning and lasts until midnight to the death of two wrestlers.  They are buried under a 

fig tree found there by their friends. Years later, when their friends come back to the same 

place, they see that their two pehlivan friends are in the same place where they are buried 

with clean and lush springs flowing into the syringe. On top of that, the place is called 

ñKērkpēnarò and thus the tradition of Kirkpinar greasy wrestling starts. Balkan War and 

after World War I Kērkpēnar greasy wrestling was carried to the Tekke neighborhood of 

Viran on Edirne-Mustafa Pasha Road from Kērkpēnar Meadow around Samona village, 

which is within the borders of Greece today. After the proclamation of the Republic, The 

Wrestling is performed in the Sarayali region of Edirne. 

2.5.2.9. Handicrafts 

Edirne was the capital of the Ottoman Empire for a period. During the Ottoman period, it 

became an important center of tile and ceramic art. In addition, hand-made patterns, 

lacquered pottery and box production, flower painting, cittery, calligraphy, wood carving 

and Tombstone are among the other important handicrafts in Edirne (governorship of 

Edirne, 2016). 

2.5.2.10. Traditional Cuisine  

The delicious meals of Edirne province are delicious for its visitors. It has a rich culinary 

culture with its history and nature, with its various dishes and tastes. Because of the 

Ottoman Empire's capital, it is one of Turkey's leading cuisines. Some of the important 

Local Tastes/Flavors of the region are shown in table 2.11. (Gezimanya, 2018). 

Table 2.11: Local Tastes/Flavors 

Dishes Dessert Pastries 

Pan Liver Zerde Spinach Patties 

Kadēnbudu Meatballs Sütlaç Zucchini Patties 

Karnēyarēk Sepet Date Akētma 



                              

 

Manzana Ķrmik Helvasē Bulgurlu Kol Pie 

Ķmam Bayēldē Gerdan Dessert ¢iĵ pie  

Eggs With Onions  Gaziller Helvasē Kandilli Manti 

Fresh Beans  Walnut Nesting  

Kapuska Bademli Baklava  

Cabbage Ashura  Aĸure  

Pastor Stew    

Chicken Stew With Onions    

Chicken Roasting   

Piyazi(Stuffed Onions)    

Apple Dolma    

Rumelli Musakkasē   

The Pumpkin Rag    

Zirva   

Mutancana   

Elbasan Pan (Decent Meat)    

Hünkar Beĵendi   

Sour Meatballs With Parsley   

Leaf Kebab   

Closed With Fresh Onion   

Lung Wraps   

Closing of Arpacēk Onion   

Source: Edirne Culture Tourism, 2018. 

2.5.2.11.Libraries 

There are 11 libraries in Edirne. These libraries are shown in Table 3.12.  

Table 2.12: Libraries 

Enez District Public Library Edirne Provincial Public Library 

Havsa County Public Library Edirme Kērkpēnar Public Library 

Ipsala County Public Library S¿loĵlu District Public Library 

Keĸan District Public Library Uzunköprü District Public Library 

Lalapasha District Public Library Adasarhanlē District Public Library 

Kadidondurma Children's Library  

2.6. Tourism Infrastructure and Services  

The tourism infrastructure of Edirne province and the subjects covered within the scope of 

services include accommodation, travel, food & beverage, recreation, entertainment, 

culture-arts and sports industries, and the number of enterprises/facilities. 



                              

 

2.6.1. Accommodation Industry 

Information about hotel and room numbers within provincial borders is shown in the table 

below.  

Table 2.13: Numerical Values of Accommodation Industry 

Accommodation Statistics Certified by the Ministry as of 31.01.2019 

City 

Number of 

Facilities with 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Rooms with 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Beds with 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Investment 

Certificated 

Facilities 

Number of 

Rooms with 

Investment 

Certificate 

Number of 

Beds with 

Investment 

Certificate 

Edirne   25  1 126 2254 8 294 1756 

Municipality -Certified Accommodation Planning Statistics as of 03.12.2018 

City 
Number of Municipality 

Certified Facilities 

Number of Rooms with 

Municipal Certificate 

Number of Beds with Municipal 

Certificate 

Edirne 87 1914 4313 

Source: T. R. Culture and Tourism Ministry, 2019. 

2.6.2. Travel, Food &  Beverage, Entertainment, Culture-Arts And Sports Industries 

The number of travel agencies, food & beverage establishments, culture-arts institutions 

and sports enterprises within the borders of the province is presented with the 

subcategories in the table below.  

Table 2.14: Numerical Values for Travel, Food & Beverage Entertainment, Culture-Arts 

and Sports Industries 

Categories 
Number Of 

Establishments 

Travel agencies (A, B and C groups) 20 

Restaurants 

Sub-categories: Turkish Cuisine, Lahmacun And Pitta Makers Fish Restaurant, Catering 

Services, Raw Meatballs, Chinese Cuisine, Soup, World Cuisine, Spreader, Rotary, Home 

Cookers, Fast Food-Pizza, French Restaurant, Pancake-Hair Roasting, Indian Cuisine, 

Iĸkembeci, Italian Restaurant, Canteens, Breakfast Halls, Kabap Saloons, Meat-Chicken-

Grill, Kokoreç, Mexican Cuisine, Barbecue, Far Eastern Cuisine, Vegetarian Cuisine 

188 

Entertainment Venues 

Sub-categories: Family Tea Rooms, Bars and Discos, Billiard Halls, Beer Halls, Bowling 

Halls, Tea Halls, Wedding Organizations, Casinos, Night Clubs, Cafeterias, Coffee Houses, 

Locales, Pubs, Wine Houses, Taverna and Musicals, Folk Houses, Cafe Chains. 

77 

Culture and art  

Sub-categories: Antiques, Handicrafts, Show and Boards Arts, Cultural Centers, 

Restoration of Cultural and Artistic Works, Library and Archives, Auctions, Museums, 

Music Houses, Parks, Botanik and Zoo Gardens, Art Galleries, Artists, Trade in Artistic 

Goods, Exhibitions and Fairs, Cinema Halls, Theatre Halls 

10 

Sports Industry 

Sub-categories: Sports Equipment, Water Sports, Tennis, Tourism and Recreational Sports 

Facilities, Far Eastern Sports, Yoga Sports, Swimming Pools, Sports Clubs, Sports Event 

Organizers, Sports Instructors, Sports Support and Business Services, Winter Sports And 

Skiing, Gym Halls, Turf  Grounded Football Arenas, Fitness Halls, Mountaineering, 

Various Sports Halls and Facilities, Equestrian, Equestrian Materials and Accessories, 

Special Sports and Wellness Centers for Women, Basketball, Hunting and Hunting 

Equipments. 

25 

Source: Investment Enterprises Application, 2018, Find, 2018. 



                              

 

There are 2 Tourist Information Offices in Edirne provide the informatic supports required 

by tourists visiting the Province. 

2.6.3. Recreation Areas 

The concept of recreation, in short, can be defined as the re-access to the disturbed 

integrity of the human being to live healthy and work efficiently. Recreation is considered 

as a necessary phenomenon in increasing people's commitment to life and their life span, 

and considers it as the key to spiritual and physical fitness. The fact that Recreation is an 

activity necessary for the psychosomatic health of the people who are tired of modern age 

increases the values of recreation areas within the frame of the height of the possibilities 

for performing the functions expected from them. At the top of the recreational areas are 

water banks and forest areas(Altēnºz et al., 2014). The main issues related to the rectional 

areas within the borders of the province are as follows:  

2.6.3.1. Camping and Caravan 

Places with important potential for Cam and caravan tourism in Edirne are shown in table 

2.14(Association of promotion Volunteers, 2018). 

Table 2.14: Camping and Caravan 

Enez Beach Keĸan Beach 

Havsa Beach Dokuzdere Beach 

S¿toĵlu Beach  

2.6.3.2. Bird observation 

2.6.3.2.1. Meriç Delta (Edirne, Ipsala, Enez) 

It constitutes a recreational area of great importance for many migrant birds migrating 

between Africa, Europe, the Meriç Delta and the Middle East. The reason why Europe 

passes by is because it has a temperate climate. Especially in the winter months, the rivers 

flooded with snow melting in the river areas have become sencoluyla Ward(Association of 

promotion Volunteers, 2018). 

2.6.3.2.2. Important Bird Species 

There are more than one bird species in Edirne province. Some of these bird species are 

shown in Table 2.15(Association of introductory Volunteers, 2018). 

Table 2.15: Important Bird Species 

Night Fishing Little Balaban Trout 

The Celtic Kaĸēk­ē Swamp Swallower 

Small Sumru Tern Little Cormorant 

Peaked Pelican Swan The Singing Swan 

Elmabaĸ Patka   

2.6.3.3. Wildlife  

There are the most coyotes, wolves, foxes and rabbits in Edirne province. There are a small 

number of wild boar, wild goat, karaca and Beavers at the foothills of Koru and ¢andēr 

Mountain. There are species such as Partridge, Quail, Uveyik, Culluk, Çiller, Çil and 

predatory birds such as Hawk, Eagle and Doĵan(Association of Introductory Volunteers, 

2018). 



                              

 

2.6.3.4. Angling 

There is more than one place to angle in Edirne. The important ones are shown in Table 

2.16. 

Table 2.16: Angling Areas 

Enez coastal Dalyan Lake 

Iĸēklē Lake Meriç River 

Saros Gulf  

2.6.3.5. Picnic Areas 

There are many beautiful promenade places within the borders of Edirne province. The 

most important of these is Sarayi­i, where the famous Kērkpēnar wrestling was made. 

(Edirne Tax Office, 2018). In addition to these, the promenade areas in Edirne which 

wanted to have a picnic and wanted to visit for recreation purposes were shown in table 

2.17. 

Table 2.17: Picnic Areas 

Sarayiçi Recreation Area Sºĵ¿tl¿k Recreation Area 

Karaaĵa­  Pazarkule 

2.6.3.6.Photo Safari 

Located within the borders of Edirne, Tunca, Meriç, Ergene and Arda rivers are very 

attractive places in terms of tourism potential. Salt Lake is located on the back side of Erkli 

beach and constitutes more than one bird species. It is an important destination center with 

its natural landscape and its biodiversity. In these destinations, the person who wishes to 

travel can also take photographs in order to remember the beautiful images (Akay et al., 

2017). 

2.7. Recommendations for Tourism, Routes for Tourism Types 

Edirne province is the only province in the Black Sea basin which has borders with the 

countries of Greece and Bulgaria. The most important aspect of tourism is the cultural 

tourism. Due to the fact that it was the capital of the Ottoman Empire for a period, there are 

numerous historical, religious and ethnographic tourism resources within the borders of the 

province and it makes the province attractive in terms of historical tourism at the same 

time.  

2.8. Vision Study for  Edirne 

Edirne province has more than five hundred historical works, especially Selimiye Mosque, 

and the number of 72.65 works per 1000 km2 is far above the average of Edirne Turkey. 

Edirne, which hosts different periods, has numerous and different works with this feature. 

In addition, Meriç, Arda, Danube rivers constitute a unifying force between Greece, 

Bulgaria and Turkey. 3 Rivers, 3 countries can use the power of water to build important 

partnerships for the future.  Although Edirne is an important border city and there are 5 

border gates, it can play an integral and unifying role in establishing and building relations 

beyond the borders. The second important theme of Edirne's future is culture and 

education. These two related concepts form the basis of the cultural city model of Edirne. 

Edirne, the meeting point of the richness of the Balkans and Anatolian geography, is one of 

the cities that are willing to become a cultural city with its cultural heritage and life 

diversity of the past. Edirne has great potential for the city of pleasure and peace, which is 



                              

 

the two important elements of life with its historical and natural richness. Edirne, which 

lives in the richness of the environment and diversity of religious and natural life, also 

reveals different dynamics with its environments that offer entertainment and relaxation 

opportunities (Urban Strategy, 2018). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                              

 

3. TOURISM POTENTIAL OF  KIRKLARELI  PROVINCE 

 

3.1. Geographic Location 

Kērklareli province is located in the Thrace section of the Marmara region of Turkey. The 

city is 203 meters high from the sea and is located on the Istranca mountains and the 

Ergene Valley, which constitute the northern part of the Marmara Basin(Akay et al., 2017). 

It is surrounded by Bulgaria from the North, Black Sea from the East, Edirne from the 

West, Istanbul from the Southeast and Tekirdaĵ from the South.  48% of the land is 

mountainous, 35% of the land is wavy and 17% of the land is Oval (Kirklareli special 

provincial administration, 2018). Kērklareli consists of 8 districts. these; Babaeski, 

Demirköy, Kofçaz, Lüleburgaz, Merkez, Pehlivanköy, Pēnarhisar and the visa are. It also 

houses 107 neighborhoods and 179 villages in total(Nufusu, 2018).  

3.2. Socio-Economic and Demographic Characteristics 

Kērklareli's economy is based on agriculture. The forests are rich and the mountains are 

covered with forests and the use of these forests as industrial (tomruk, metal pole, 

telephone pole) and firewood constitutes an important factor in terms of economic and 

natural wealth. In addition, industry is rapidly developing day by day(geography, 2018). 

Kērklareli has a total of 790 industrial facilities, 1 private 4 organized industrial zones and 

6 small industrial sites. It is ranked 14th in the manufacturing industry in 81 provinces 

(Kērklareli Governorship, 2018). According to the 2003 data of the State Planning 

Organization, Kērklareli ranked 11th in 81 provinces of Turkey in terms of socio-economic 

development (Ministry of Environment and Urbanism, 2018). 

Kērklareli is an opportunity because it is close to Istanbul. Because people who are tired of 

busy city life, even for a few days, are an important alternative for those who want to visit 

the nearby regions. In addition, the border to Bulgaria attracts daily visitors. This is an 

important strength from the development of the economy(içli ve Vural, 2011).   

Kērklareli population is 351,684. The share of Turkey's population is 4.4 per thousand. 

Total number of households is 112.477.  70.5% of the population lives in district centers, 

10.5% in towns, 19% in villages. The annual population growth of Kērklareli in the last 31 

years was 5.4 per thousand. Lüleburgaz, the district Center for city population size 

maintenance, is in the top row(governorship of Kērklareli, 2018). When we look at the 

demographic distribution of the province/district, there are 129,835 men and 123,919 

women and 52,110 men and 50,168 women. There are 181,945 males and 174,105 females 

(Thracianet, 2018). While 12% of the population of Kērklareli province is 65 years and 

over, this ratio is around 8% throughout Turkey. The rate of children between 0-14 years 

of age, determined according to the UN criteria, is around 25% throughout Turkey, while 

the rate of children from Kērklareli is 17% (Thracyaka, 2018). 

3.3. Infrastructure  

The fact that kērēklareli is close to important tourism centers such as Istanbul and Bulgaria 

and has more than one drug, food, textile, glass factories and also the first Sugar Factory in 

Turkey, Alpullu Sugar Factory, has contributed greatly to the infrastructure of the city. 

Within the borders of Kērklareli province, there are 77 km of highway, 342 km of State 

Highway and 200 km of provincial highway. Total length of highway in the province is 

619 km. It is the most important roads of Tem motorway province, which connects Turkey 

with Europe via D-100 which connects Istanbul-Edirne (Ministry of Environment and 

Urbanism, 2018). 



                              

 

3.4. Transportation Possibilities-Connections 

Kērklareli province is an advanced city in terms of Transportation. Transportation is 

provided by land, sea and railway. For those who want to go to major cities such as 

Istanbul, Ankara, Antalya, Izmir, Bursa by Highway from Kērklareli, there are bus services 

every day. In addition, Kērklareli is a city close to Bulgaria and the province is within the 

borders of the province of the Dereköy border gate opened to Bulgaria, so the road to the 

country can be easily achieved by road transport. In addition to these, there are minibuses 

to 7 districts owned by Kērklareli. Istanbul - Edirne railway route is passing through the 

town of Lüleburgaz in this way can be provided in the people who wish to transport. 

Demirköy District of Kērklareli coastal village and pin Island towns. It is located on the 

Black Sea coast. Therefore, it is possible for tourists who want to take a sea, sand and sun 

vacation by means of special sea vehicles. Moreover, due to the lack of air space within the 

borders of the province, transportation cannot be provided to the city by air. However, the 

nearest airport is the ¢orlu airport in Tekirdaĵ and it is 110 km from Kērklareli city center. 

There are also regular and free services from the city center between Çorlu airports 

(Kērklareli Tourism, 2018). 

3.5. Analysis of Tourism Resources 

Tourism resources of the province are evaluated under two headings: natural and 

ethnographic tourism resources.  

3.5.1. Natural Tourism Resources 

3.5.1.1. Rivers 

Kērklareli has a very rich stream and the basins of all rivers are poured into the sea. The 

rivers owned by the province show different characteristics in terms of flow rate, basin and 

regime. The Yildiz mountains of the region divide the river basins by the ñwater section 

lineò (Kērklareli Culture Tourism, 2018). Rivers in the province are shown in Table 3.1. 

Table 3.1: Rivers 

Ergene Stream Babaeski Stream 

Pasha Village Stream Tekke Stream 

Soĵucak Stream Derin Flowing Stream 

Lüleburgaz Stream Bulanēk Stream 

Papuç Stream Kazan Stream 

Rezye Stream  

3.5.1.2. Lakes 

The Lakes owned by Kērklareli are to the north of Yēldēz Mountains and collected around 

Demirköy-Pinheada. The waters of the lakes are open and the waters are poured into the 

open seas. These natural lakes of the province attract tourists. Lakes within the borders of 

the province are in Table 3.2(Kērklareli Culture Tourism, 2018). 

Table 3.2: Lakes 

Erikli Lake Haman Lake 

Mert Lake Padina Lake 

 



                              

 

3.5.1.3. Traditional  (Sea, Sand, Sun) Tourism 

Kērklareli has a small number of sandy beaches. It has a natural beach of about 50 km and 

gives tourists a pleasant sea, sand and sun holiday (Kirklareli Culture Tourism, 2018). The 

beaches within the borders of the province are shown in Table 3.3. 

Table 3.3: Beaches 

Kēyēköy Public Beach Poliçe Koyu Beach 

Ķĵneada Resort Hotel Beach Kastros Beach 

Image 3.1: Ķĵneada Lºngºzs 

 

Source: Kērklareli Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism 

3.5.1.4.Caves 

Kērklareli first comes to mind from the cave of Dupnisa. This cave, which was opened for 

tourism in 2003, is located southwest of Sarpdere village in Demirköy district. There is a 

dry cave on the upper floor of the cave system with a total length of 2,770 meters and a 

watery cave on the lower floor of 50-60 meters. Kēz cave is closed to tourism because of a 

lot of bats, Sulu cave 250 meters, dry cave is open to tourism 200 meters. The dry cave is 

open to tourism for 12 months of the year, while the bats in Sulu cave are closed to tourism 

due to the fact that there are many dates between 15 November and 15 May. The cave is 

located 2 km east of the village of Baklaya, which is connected to the visa District of 

Kērklareli and is located in Yanesu cave within the borders of the province (Kirklareli 

Culture Tourism,  2018). 

3.5.1.5. Nature Parks 

Within the borders of Kērklareli province, there are 1 Nature Park. This is the nature park 

of Kavaklēmeĸe Woods. This park is located in Kavaklē township of Central District and 12 

km from the city center (Tripadvisor, 2018) 



                              

 

3.5.2. Ethnographic Tourism Resources 

3.5.2.1. Archaeological Remains 

Kērklareli province has a very rich potential in terms of ethnographic tourism resources. In 

Kērklareli province where archaeological excavations continue, especially the Altēpēnar 

Höy¿k and Kalēn­ēt Höyük are important destinations for cultural and historical tourism. 

Table 3.4 provides general information about archaeological excavation sites (Kērklareli 

Culture Tourism, 2018). 

Table 3.4: Archaeological Remains and Historical Heritage 

Asaĵēpēnar Tumulus The mound of Aĸaĵēpēnar, dating from 6200 BC, dates back to the Iron Age (M. Ö.It 

represents a process in which the Trakya culture, which will continue until 1200 BC, is 

laid down. 

Kalēngeçit Tumulus It is 3 km south of Kērklareli and 300 meters from the Aĸaĵēpēnar position. BC The 

mound, which dates back to 300 years (Bronze Age), is one of the historical 

archaeological sites that represent the urbanization process and the gradual formation 

process of the states. 

The timulus They are looting Hills built with human hands and found in the grave. There are 92 

tumuli within Kērklareli borders. However, the number of recent studies have increased to 

500. 

Menhir (Erect Stone) The menhirs seen in the vicinity of Kirklareli are known as monumental tombstones 

erected. The stones with an average height of 3 meters are seen in Kērklareli's Central and 

L¿leburgaz districts and plums, Deĵirmenci and Ahmetçe villages. 

Image 3.2: Aĸaĵēpēnar Tumulus Excavations 

 

Source: Kērklareli Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism 

3.5.2.2. Fountains 

According to the written sources of Kērklareli city center, there are 15 district fountains. 

Two of the fountains have been moved to different places and they have lost their 

originality largely due to their repair work (Governorship of Kērklareli, 2018). Historic 

fountains are listed in Table 3.5. 



                              

 

Table 3.5: Historical Fountains 

Kadē Ali Fountain Pasha Fountain Trap (Tuesday Place) Fountain 

Kayyumoĵlu Fountain Kara Umurbey Fountain Prison Fountain 

Sºĵ¿tl¿ Fountain Grand Mosque Fountain Gerdanlē Fountain 

Kocahēdēr Fountain Babaeski Dörtüzlü Fountain Luleburgaz Fountain Of Victory 

Luleburgaz Bazaar Fountain Cemilzade Mahmut Agha Fountain 

3.5.2.3. Bridges 

There are four historical bridges within the borders of Kērklareli province. The architecture 

of the civilizations based on the past is interesting for visitors, both with their enormous 

appearance. Table 3.6 contains historical bridges within the borders of the province. 

Table 3.6: Bridges 

Sokullu Mehmet Pasha Bridge Babaeski Bridge 

Alpullu (Sinanlē) Bridge PehlivanVillage Akarca Bridge 

Source: Kērklareli Governorship, 2018. 

3.5.2.4. Baths 

In my Kērklareli there are three baths. Table 3.7 provides information on these baths 

(Governorship of Kērklareli, 2018) 

Table 3.7: Baths 

Hēzērbey Bath(Two Baths) Double Bath, 1383(H.785) was built by Hēzērbey in Köse Mihalazde. In 

1683 Hacē H¿seyin was repaired by Agha and is still used. The Çfte Bath, 

which has a smooth direction of the outer of the walls, is at Cumuiriyet 

Square in the center of Kērklareli. 

Babaeski Bath The government building is located on the asphalt Babaeski bath. Still is in 

an active state. In terms of structure, the bath consisting of cunning and 

laying marble is original. 

Lüleburgaz Sokullu Mehmet Pasha 

Mosque Bath 

It was built by Sokullu Mehmet Pasha in 1569-1570 with Sokullu Mehmet 

Pasha complex built by Koca Sinan and attracts attention for visitors. 

3.5.2.5. Caravanseries 

When you say caravanserai in Kērklareli, you immediately come to mind the L¿leburgaz 

Sokullu Mehmet Pasha Caravanserai. It was demolished in 1935 as a result of road work. 

A rectangular structure with no clear information about it remains intact (Governorship of 

Kērklareli, 2018) 

3.5.2.6. Kērklareli Museum 

The museum, which was built in 1894 by mutasarrif Neĸet Pasha and Mayor Hacē Mestan 

Efendi, was used as a municipal building until 1962. It was completely emptied in 1970 

and restoration works began to be carried out in 1983. Kērklareli Museum was opened to 

its visitors in 1994. There are archaeology and Ethnography departments on the top floor 

of the museum. On the ground floor there are cultural and natural exhibition halls 

(Kērklareli Culture Tourism,  2018). 

 

 



                              

 

3.5.2.7. Castles 

There is more than one castle within the borders of Kērklareli province. These castles, 

which date back to BC, constitute an attractive place for tourists. The fortresses of the 

province are listed in table 3.8(Trakyanet, 2018) 

Table 3.8: Castles 

Vize Castle Kovya Castle 

Kēyēköy Castle Densestone (Polos) Castle 

3.5.2.8. Religious Places 

3.5.2.8.1.Mosques 

In Kērklareli there are many mosques, mausoleums and complexes in the care of religious 

and architectural aspects of faith tourism. Historical mosques within the borders of the 

province are listed in table 3.9 (Kērklareli Culture Tourism,  2018). 

Table 3.9: Mosques 

Kērklareli Kadē Mosque Hēzērbey Mosque (Grand Mosque) Babaeski Cedid Ali Pasha Mosque 

Beyazēt Mosque Kapan Mosque Babaeski Fatihv Mosque 

Karakaĸ Mosque Üsküpdere Mosque Lüleburgaz Sokullu Mehmet Pasha 

Complex Mosque 

3.5.2.8.2. Tombs 

Within the borders of Kērklareli province, there are 2 mausoleums. These tombs, whose 

histories date back to the 14th and 16th centuries, are the tombs of Zindan Baba, Binbir 

Oklu Ahmet Baba (Kērklareli Governorship, 2018). 

3.5.2.9. Festivals and Festivities 

There are many festivals and festivals in Kērklareli province in different seasons of the 

year. These festivals and festivals are protected by the cultural and regional values of the 

province and constitute an attraction for domestic and foreign tourism travel. Some of the 

festivals and festivities held in Kērklareli are shown in table 3.10. 

Table 3.10: Festivals and Festivities 

Nevruz (March 9) Celebrations Hēdrellez Celebrations Karahal Oil Wrestling 

Kaynarca Culture and Water Festival Kavasoĵlu Wrestle with Oily Wrestler Karagöz culture art and Kakava 

festival 

Sinanlē Wrestles With Greasy Pellev Alpullu culture and music festival Topçubaba Commemoration Events 

Gülbaba Commemoration Events Strawberry Festival Agriculture Festival 

Autumn Animal and Commodity Fair 

Source: Governorship of Kērklareli, 2018. 

 

 

 

 



                              

 

Image 3.3: Kērklareli Folkloric Dances 

 

Source: Kērklareli Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism 

3.5.2.10. Traditional Cuisine  

Kērklareli is very rich in culinary culture. The culinary culture of the province is based on 

the food varieties grown in the region and the eating and drinking habits of communities 

(especially Roma) living in the province in the past and present. The Local Tastes/Flavors 

of Kērklareli are in table 3.11(Kērklareli tourism, 2018). 

Table 3.11: Local Flavors/Tastes 

Soups Sweets Vegetable Dishes With its Unique Structure and Taste 

Deĵirmendere Soup Hanēm Göbeĵi  Borani Meatball 

Umaç Soup Hºĸmerim  Toĵga Sausage 

Hoĸmel Soup Zerde Sweet Manca Cheese 

Papara Soup Bulama Sweet Kapuska Yoghurt 

Tarhana Soup Date Sweet  Hardaliye Drink 

3.5.2.11. Libraries 

There are 12 libraries is serving in Kērklareli. These libraries are shown in Table 3.12.  

Table 3.12: Libraries 

Alpullu District Public Library Lüleburgaz Sokullu.M. Pasha Public Library 

Babaeski Görkey District Public Library Ķnece District Public Library 

Kofçaz District Public Library Kērklarel District Public Library 

Ahmetbey District Public Library Üsküp District Public Library 



                              

 

B¿y¿kkarēĸtēran District Public Library Pehlivanköy District Public Library 

Evrensekiz District Public Library Pēnarhisar District Public Library 

3.6. Tourism Infrastructure and Services  

The tourism infrastructure of Kērklareli province and the topics covered within the scope of 

services include accommodation, travel, food & beverage, recreation, entertainment, 

culture-arts and sports industries, and the number of facilities/facilities. 

3.6.1. Accommodation Industry 

Information about hotel and room numbers within provincial borders is shown in the table 

below.  

Table 3.13: Numerical Values of Accommodation Sector 

Accommodation Statistics Certified By the Ministry as of 31.01.2019 

City 

Number of 

Facilities with 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Rooms with 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Beds with 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Investment 

Certificate

d Facilities 

Number of 

Rooms with 

Investment 

Certificate 

Number of Beds 

with Investment 

Certificate 

Kērklareli   6   371   737   8   676  1 324 

Municipality -Certified Accommodation Planning Statistics as of 03.12.2018 

City 
Number of Municipality Certified 

Facilities 

Number of Rooms with 

Municipal Certificate 

Number of Beds with Municipal 

Certificate 

Kērklareli   23   691  1 292 

Source: T. R. Culture and Tourism Ministry, 2019. 

3.6.2. Travel, Food & Beverage Entertainment, Culture-Arts and sports industries 

The number of travel agencies, food & beverage establishments, culture-arts institutions 

and sports enterprises within the borders of the province is presented with the 

subcategories in the table below.  

Table 3.13: Numerical Values for Travel, Food & Beverage Entertainment, Culture-Arts 

and Sports Industries 

Categories 
Number Of 

Establishments 

Travel agencies (A, B and C groups) 23 

Restaurants 

Sub-categories: Turkish Cuisine, Lahmacun And Pitta Makers Fish Restaurant, Catering 

Services, Raw Meatballs, Chinese Cuisine, Soup, World Cuisine, Spreader, Rotary, Home 

Cookers, Fast Food-Pizza, French Restaurant, Pancake-Hair Roasting, Indian Cuisine, 

Iĸkembeci, Italian Restaurant, Canteens, Breakfast Halls, Kabap Saloons, Meat-Chicken-Grill, 

Kokoreç, Mexican Cuisine, Barbecue, Far Eastern Cuisine, Vegetarian Cuisine 

176 

Entertainment Venues 

Sub-categories: Family Tea Rooms, Bars and Discos, Billiard Halls, Beer Halls, Bowling 

Halls, Tea Halls, Wedding Organizations, Casinos, Night Clubs, Cafeterias, Coffee Houses, 

Locales, Pubs, Wine Houses, Taverna and Musicals, Folk Houses, Cafe Chains. 

107 



                              

 

Culture and art  

Sub-categories: Antiques, Handicrafts, Show and Boards Arts, Cultural Centers, Restoration of 

Cultural and Artistic Works, Library and Archives, Auctions, Museums, Music Houses, Parks, 

Botanik and Zoo Gardens, Art Galleries, Artists, Trade in Artistic Goods, Exhibitions and 

Fairs, Cinema Halls, Theatre Halls 

5 

Sports Industry 

Sub-categories: Sports Equipment, Water Sports, Tennis, Tourism and Recreational Sports 

Facilities, Far Eastern Sports, Yoga Sports, Swimming Pools, Sports Clubs, Sports Event 

Organizers, Sports Instructors, Sports Support and Business Services, Winter Sports And 

Skiing, Gym Halls, Turf  Grounded Football Arenas, Fitness Halls, Mountaineering, Various 

Sports Halls and Facilities, Equestrian, Equestrian Materials and Accessories, Special Sports 

and Wellness Centers for Women, Basketball, Hunting and Hunting Equipments. 

11 

Source: Investment Enterprises Application, 2018, Find, 2018. 

3.6.3. Recreation Areas 

The concept of recreation, in short, can be defined as the re-access to the disturbed 

integrity of the human being to live healthy and work efficiently. Recreation is considered 

as a necessary phenomenon in increasing people's commitment to life and their life span, 

and considers it as the key to spiritual and physical fitness. The fact that Recreation is an 

activity necessary for the psychosomatic health of the people who are tired of modern age 

increases the values of recreation areas within the frame of the height of the possibilities 

for performing the functions expected from them. At the top of the recreational areas are 

water banks and forest areas (Altēnºz et al., 2014). The main issues related to the rectional 

areas within the borders of the province are as follows:  

3.6.3.1. Bird Observation 

There are 454 bird species that constitute the bird's presence in Turkey. These 194 bird 

species are observed within the boundaries of Kērklareli needle during the year. Both the 

water bird and the predator bird and the storks (AK and karaleylek) are crossing routes in 

the fall season.  Birds of prey water (fishermen, geese, ducks, water hens, rainwater, etc.) 

with birds of prey (eagles, falcons, hawks, crazy, etc.) this area they breed attracts bird-

watching enthusiasts from alternative tourism varieties to Kērklareli(Kērklareli Culture 

Tourism, 2018). 

3.6.3.2. Plant Observation 

Kērklareli, with the richness of flora it has, and Turkey's nearly 10,000 plant species, 670 

of which are grown in Kērklareli forests and 27 species of endemic plants in itself, is a 

major advantage in terms of botanical tourism. Pineada Longoz forests and Kasatura Bay 

Nature Conservation Area are among the areas where plant observation can be carried 

out(Kērklareli Culture Tourism, 2018). 

3.6.3.3. Wildlife Observation 

Kērklareli, due to its natural structure and migration path, allows different animal species to 

live. The important trout habitat of Kazan Creek and Pabucu Creek, the rocky areas 

between Pineada and kastros, and the areas of underwater caves are the endangered 

Mediterranean monk seal habitat. Watching such rare animals makes Kērklareli attractive 

in terms of scientific research. Around Iĵneada and; Mammals (Wild Cat, wild boar, wild 

rabbit, Wild Rabbit, tree censure, Badger, Wolf, Karaca, Fox, water buffalo, yellow necked 

Forest Mouse, Weasel, Bigkullaklē bat, Alaca Skunk), reptiles (Thrace Tosbora, purest 

Salamander, grotesque Lizard, worm snake, Cube water snake), birds (Akkuyulu Eagle, 

green woodpecker, Owl, Gray it has been determined that the fish (trout, silver fish, 

mullet) lived in Heron, Cuckoo, Yali, Black Stork, Ibibik. Dupnisa Cave In Wetland; 11 



                              

 

bat species and 184 cave invertebrates show an important underground habitat for survival 

(Kērklareli Culture Tourism, 2018). 

3.6.3.4. Sports Fishing Sports 

In order to spend time in the best way in nature and non-commercial environments, 

Kērklareli is an important option among the preferences for those who wish to enjoy the 

sport fishing in the inner forest streams and lakes/lakes.  These activities can be carried out 

in multiple streams such as Papuçdere, Kazandere, Velika, Erikli Lake, Mert Lake, Pedica 

Lake, Bath Lake, Longos Forests National Park, Kasatara Bay Nature Reserve and 

lakes/lakes flowing through green forests within the borders of the province(Kērklareli 

cultural tourism, 2018). 

3.6.3.5. Bicycle Tour 

Located within the borders of Kērklareli Sivriiler Village - Pineada, Pineada Longoz 

Forests National Park, Kavaklē Oak Grove, Kasatura Bay Nature Reserve Protection Area 

and recreation areas for those who want to re-experience cycling from childhood and 

healthy life and sports opportunities for those who want to lick(Kērklareli cultural tourism, 

2018). 

3.6.3.6. Trekking, Hiking) 

There are many places in Kērklareli province for those who want to carry out this activity. 

Moreover, these places are the densest areas of natural diversity. The endless forest, 

streams, lakes, seas, sea and clean air that harbors almost all the beauties that human life 

may want to see on behalf of nature, is one of the places where trekking can be done with 

its natural wonders, pinneda Longoz Forests National Park, kasatura Bay Nature 

Conservation Area, Dupnise Cavern, visa Panayir Stream, visa Tekkaya, Balaban (Velika) 

stream, Mutlu (Rezve) stream, 

3.6.3.7. Photo Safari (Nature Photography)) 

There are many places for those who want to visit the province of Kērklareli and take 

pictures of the natural beauties. They can carry out these activities in the area of the stream, 

cave and promenade areas such as Ķĵneada Longoz Forests, Kasatura Gulf Nature 

Preservation Area, Dupnisa Cave. (Kērklareli Culture Tourism, 2018). 

3.7. Recommendations for tourism, routes for tourism types 

Kocaeli province, with its proximity to a metropolis like Istanbul and Bulgaria, enables the 

execution of many alternative types of tourism in the Black Sea basin as well as traditional 

tourism in terms of accessibility. Kērklareli tourism has a rich potential in terms of 

alternative tourism types, especially nature-based routes. Within this, especially the 

observations of wildlife and nature trekkings are prominent. Edirne, Tekirdaĵ and Istanbul-

based tours within the rich flora and fauna to evaluate the interest of tourists is in a 

position.  

3.8. Vision Study for  Kērklareli  

Because of its geographical location, Kirklareli, which contains 5 different climate types 

(humid forests, dry forests, steppes, scrub, coastal plants), carries this abundance of its 

lands to its product range and has an important place in both the forest industry and the 

region in agriculture and livestock. Kirklareli, which is rich in forest lands, Meadows and 

meadows, agricultural lands, has also developed in the Industrial Area (Urban Vision, 

2018). 



                              

 

The density of these important economic and cultural centers in the vicinity makes the city 

a strategic point.  The findings of the scientific excavations and researches carried out in 

Kērklareli, especially in recent years; show that it is an ancient settlement as far as the 

history of humanity dating back to 5800 BC. Kērklareli is an Anatolian-type Colony 

settlement center and is the transit route of Asian-European cultures. Kērklareli's position 

places him in an important place not only within the country but also in relations with the 

border. Both trade and cultural relations with foreign countries are as important as relations 

with neighboring provinces. The promotion, protection and effective use of the common 

heritage in the Bulgarian Burgas ï Turkey Kērklareli border region should improve the 

quality of life. Kērklareli has been home to many civilizations for many years and therefore 

has become the heirs of a rich culture. In order to collect all the cultural data belonging to 

cultural values in a pool and make it available and accessible, the aim should be to provide 

the service of the region, the country and the whole humanity, and the detailed inventory of 

the cultural heritage possessed for this purpose should be taken out(Urban Vision, 2018). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                              

 

4. TOURISM POTENTIAL OF  TEKIRDAG PROVINCE  

 

4.1. Geographic Location 

Tekirdaĵ is located in the Trakya region in the north west of Turkey. There is Istanbul in 

the East, Kērklareli in the North, Edirne in the West and Marmara Sea in the South East. In 

addition, the Black Sea by the Southwest 2,5 km is also a Coast. However, Turkey is one 

of the three cities on the coast of both seas. While the summers are hot and dry along the 

Marmara Sea coast of the province, the winter season is warm and rainy (Tekirdaĵ 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 2014). Çerkezköy, Çorlu, Ergene, Hayrabolu, 

kapaklē, Malkara, Marmara Ereĵli, Muratlē, Saray, ķarköy and Süleymanpasha have 11 

counties in total (Nufusi, 20118). 

4.2. Socio-Economic and Demographic Characteristics 

Tekirdag has fertile soil. The economy of the province is based on agriculture and 

agriculture. Within the borders of the province there are 4 Organized Industrial Zones 

(OIZ). It also contributes to the economy of all sectors with its industrial investments in the 

region. In addition, it is an attractive region for investments with its natural resources, coal, 

underground water reserves, gas and financial center, its proximity to Istanbul, a World 

Brand, and its iron road connecting Europe and two-way roads. Its industrial zones and 

industrial which contains all the properties owned by the center of Tekirdag, Turkey is 

ranked 7th in terms of socio-economic development (Tekirdag Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry, 2014). According to the year 2017 Tekirdaĵ province, there are 1,005,463 people 

living in the city. 516,496 of this population are male and 488,977 are female. 51.37% are 

male and 48.63% are female (Nufusu, 2018). 

4.3. Infrastructure  

Province of Tekirdaĵ has the Çerkezköy OIZ, Çorlu Leather OIZ and Hayrabolu OIZ The 

number of industrial parcels in the Hayrabolu Organized Industrial Zone is 105. In 

addition, the European Free Zone is over 200 hectares. 231 industrial parcels established 

on the European Free Zone (EFZ) of the province are located in the region and 143 

companies operate in the region as of September 2006.  In total, 1656 people are employed 

in these companies and have completed 100% of the infrastructure work. Tekirdaĵ's 

industrial infrastructure and appropriate investment environment can be evaluated. 

Tekirdaĵ's input, technical infrastructure and appropriate investment climate are waiting 

for investments to be made in this area. There is no communication problem in the 

province and there are 136 power stations, 5 wireless telephone systems, 250,963 

subscriber capacity (Tekirdaĵ Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 2014).  

4.4. Transportation  Possibilities-Connections 

Providing a link between Turkey and Europe and an important transit route for export-

import of the D-100 and D-110 highway TEM Highway passes within the city borders. In 

addition, the D-100 provides transportation to Bulgaria via the Ipsala border crossing and 

the D-110 and Tem motorway.  Çorlu International Airport is only 15 km away from 

¢orlu.   The Iron Road that connects Edirne Kapēkule passes through ¢orlu, Muratlē and 

Circkezköy districts which are developed in terms of industry. When you look at the sea 

road connection of the region, it is 70 miles away from Haydarpasha port, 53 miles away 

from Bandērma port, 55 miles away from Ambarlē port, 64 miles away from Istanbul Strait, 

54 miles away from Çanakkale port, 212 miles to Varna port, and finally 262 miles away 

from Constanta Port(Tekirdag Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 2014). 



                              

 

4.5. Analysis of Tourism Resources 

Tourism resources of the province are evaluated under two headings: natural and 

ethnographic tourism resources.  

4.5.1. Natural Tourism Resources 

4.5.1.1.Rivers 

Tekirdaĵ province is located in the Ergene Basin. Although the flow and regimes of rivers 

within the boundaries of the province are irregular, the amount of rainfall and the regime is 

proportional. It is observed that the increase in water rates due to the increase in 

precipitation and snow melts in winter, which is reduced due to the warming of the air 

during the summer months. In fact, it carries water most of the time (Geography 

Education, 2018). The important rivers of the province are shown in  

Table 4.1: Rivers/Streams 

Saroz Gulf  Ergene River 

Çorlu Stream Hayrabolu Stream 

Iĸēklar Stream Olukbaĸē Stream 

Gölcük Stream  

4.5.1.2. Traditional (Sea, Sand, Sun) Tourism 

With its natural beach and sandy beaches of Tekirdaĵ province, sea sand creates attractive 

places for those who like Sun tourism. The important beaches of Tekirdaĵ, which increases 

the tourism potential and hosts local foreign tourists every year, are shown in Table 4.2.  

Table 4.2: Beaches 

Alkaya Beach Dereaĵzē Beach Deĵirmenaltē Beach 

Çorlu Municipality Beach  ķarköy Municipality Beach  ¢amlēköy (Kastro) Natural Beach 

Source: Tekirdaĵ Cultural Tourism, 2018. 

4.5.1.3.Caves 

Güngörmez cave located in Saray District of Tekirdaĵ is a cave with tourism potential with 

its interesting physical structure (Tekirdag tourism, 2018). 

4.5.1.4. Nature Parks 

There are 2 natural parks within the borders of Tekirdaĵ province. These are: ¢amlēköy 

Nature Park and Atat¿rk Forest Nature Park(Tekirdaĵ Ministry of Agriculture and forestry, 

2018). 

4.5.2. Ethnographic Tourism Resources 

4.5.2.1. Archaeological Remains and Historical Heritage  

It has a strong tourism potential with its historical monuments, mosques, museums, tumuli, 

castles, baths, fountains, museums and ancient cities of Tekirdaĵ province. Table 4.3 

shows information about archaeological remains. 

 

 

 



                              

 

Table 4.3: Archaeological Remains 

The Ancient City Of Hareion 

Teikhos 

It was ruled by the Kings of the Odyss Dynasty. I. Teres  I. Sitalkes, I. 

Seuthes, II. Seuthes, Medokos, Saratokos, Bergairos, Hebryzelmes, and kty 

people were ruled. Behind kotys, the rule of Tekirdag was to give the sons 

Kersobleptes (B.C. 359-342/1) left. 

Source: Tekirdaĵ Cultural Tourism, 2018. 

Image 4.1: Hareion Teikhos Antique City 

 

Source: Tekirdaĵ Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism, 2018. 

Excavations at the ancient city of Harein Teikhos have yielded valuable remains such as 

metal sculptures, pots, craters, ornaments and votive stele to Tekirdaĵ archeology and 

Ethnography Museum (Archaeology News, 2018). 

4.5.2.2. Monuments / Sculptures 

Historical monuments/statues within the borders of Tekirdaĵ province are 7 and these are 

demonstrateed in table 4.4.  

Table 4.4: Monuments / Sculptures 

Freedom Monument Monument Fountain Of Martyrs 

Atatürk Monument Namik Kemal Monument 

Atatürk Statue Namik Kemal Statue 

Monument On Atatürk On the boulevard  

Source: Tekirdaĵ Cultural Tourism, 2018. 

4.5.2.3. Tumulus 

In the province of Tekirdag, Tumuluses are quite large. The grave Hills in the region and at 

various heights are shown in table 4.5(Thrakyanet, 2018). 

 



                              

 

Table 4.5: Tumuluses 

Districts Tumuli  

Central Karaevli Harekat Hill, Naip, Iĸēklar, Kaĸēk­ē, Hacēköy 

Çorlu Sarēlar, ¢eĸmeli 

Hayrabolu Kabahöy¿k, Deliedir, Hacēllē, Kadriye 

Malkara Kermeyan, Gözsüz, Müstecep, Kavakçeĸme 

Muratlē Inanlē 

Marmaraereĵlisi Center, Aytepe 

Source: Tekirdaĵ Cultural Tourism, 2018. 

4.5.2.4. Castles 

The borders and sizes of the castles within the borders of Tekirdaĵ province are not clear. 

The castle walls of the provinces of hayrabolu, Malkara and Beĸiktaĸ with Tekirdaĵ are 

generally seen under the soil. Besides these Castle Ruins are found on two hills near 

çimendere and gözüz villages and on the Castle Hill between ķetli and Daĵyenicesi 

(Trakyanet, 2018).The castles within the borders of the province are shown in table 4.6. 

Table 4.6.: Castles 

Çorlu Castle Elmali Castle, Yenidibek Castle 

Karacahalill Castle, Kermeyan Castle  

Source: Tekirdaĵ Cultural Tourism, 2018. 

4.5.2.5. Baths 

The historic baths within the borders of Tekirdaĵ province are three and are shown in table 

4.7.  

Table 4.7: Baths 

Yalē Bath Inecik Erenler Bath Ayaz Pasha Bath 

Source: Trakya, 2018. 

4.5.2.6. Bridges 

Tekirdaĵ province has many bridges to the Ottoman Empire (Trakyanet, 2018). These 

bridges are shown in table 4.8.  

Table 4.8: Bridges 

Naip I. Bridge Naip II. Bridge Ķnecik Bridge 

Çorlu I. Ergene Bridge Çorlu II. Ergene Bridge Yenicere Bridge  

Hacēlar Bridge Muratlē Bridge Taĸ Bridge 

Source: Tekirdaĵ Culture Tourism, 2018. 

4.5.2.7. Fountains 

There were many flowing waters in Tekirdaĵ province.  These fountains/fountains adorned 

the city in the courtyards of the mosque, streets and squares have been observed to have 



                              

 

collapsed 82 fountains between 1945 and 1946(thracianet, 2018).  The remains of these 

historic fountains are shown in table 4.9. 

Table 4.9: Fountains 

Beach Fountains Square Fountain Çiftlik önü Square Fountain 

Scaffolding Fountain Monument Fountain Of Martyrs Sabanoĵlu Fountain 

Hacē Fountain Kadē Fountain  Sururi Agha Fountain 

Square Fountain  Rakaczi Fountain  Left-Handed Fountain 

Yusuf Agha Fountain  Kuru Fountain   

Source: Tekirdaĵ Cultural Tourism, 2018. 

4.5.2.8. Handicrafts 

The hand weaving made in and around Tekirdaĵ province has been shown in table 4.10.  

Table 4.10: Traditional Hand Weaving 

Aracakēlavuz Weaving Ferhadanlē Weaving 

Bēyēkali Weaving Middle Weaving 

Weaving of Cicim Flat Weaving 

Source: Tekirdaĵ Cultural Tourism, 2018. 

4.5.2.9. Tekirdaĵ Museum 

The Tekirdaĵ museum, which was founded in 1967, continued its activities in a small 

exhibition hall until 1977. The museum was built as Governor's Mansion in 1927. Later, 

upon the transfer of the museum to the Ministry of Culture, restoration works started and 

opened to visitors as archaeology and Ethnography Museum in 1992. In the entrance 

section of the museum, the stone works Hall consists of archaeological works and 

Ethnography Hall on the second floor and large garden displays (Tekirdaĵ Culture 

Tourism, 2018). 

4.5.2.10. Religious Places 

4.5.2.10.1. Mosques 

The historical mosques of the province of Tekirdaĵ are based on centuries and are the 

places that increase the tourism potential.  Both with impressive physical structures of 

mosques and their spiritual peace to man, believers attract tourism lovers. The important 

mosques in the province are shown in table 4.11. 

Table 4.11: Mosques 

Old Mosque Middle Mosque Rüstempasha Mosque 

Sohteoĵlu Mosque Hasan Efendi Mosque Yusuf Agha Mosque 

Mirliva  Hüseyin Pasha Mosque Süleymaniye Mosque Ayaz Pasha Mosque 

T¿rhanoĵlu ¥mer Bey Mosque Taĸoĵlu Mosque  

Source: Tekirdaĵ Cultural Tourism, 2018. 

 

 



                              

 

4.5.2.10.2. Tombs 

The tombs in the province of Tekirdaĵ and the important people are 2 pieces and table 4.12 

shows.  

Table 4.12: Tombs 

Ahmed-I Sarban Tomb The tomb built during the reign of Sultan Suleyman is located in Hayrabolu District of 

Tekirdaĵ. Ahmed-I Sarban, who was in the Rosetini Pyrrhis, is the Chief of the Camel 

Law. Ahmed-I sarban, who started to live in hayrabolu district in 1545, is one of the 

most important poets of the era. 

Gazi Ömer Bey Tomb Gazi Ömer Bey tomb, which was lived in the time of Fatih Sutan Mehmet, is located 

in Malkara District of Tekirdaĵ. Gazi ¥mer Bey, who was raised by his father Turhan 

Bey, was one of the famous commanders and died in 1503.  Its tomb is located in the 

garden of the mosque, which is known as its own name. 

Source: Tekirdaĵ Culture Tourism, 2018. 

4.5.2.11. Festivals and Festivities 

Before you go to the city, applying to the sources of information about local events will 

make your trip more enjoyable. Some activities and dates of the province of Tekirdag are 

shown in table 4.13.  

Table 4.13: Festivals and Festivities 

Event Name Tarihler  

Namik Kemal's Birthday December 21 

Celebrating the Anniversary of Atatürk's Arrival in Tekirdaĵ August 23 

The Liberation of Tekirdaĵ November 13  

The Salvation of Hayrabolu November 14 

Liberation of Çorlu 1 November 

The Salvation Of Çerkezköy November 29 

Salvation of The Palace 1 November 

Salvation of Muratlē 2 November 17 

Liberation of ķarköy November 17 

Tekirdag Cherry Festival June 1 - June 8 

Trakya Agriculture Fair September 

Palace autumn and commodity fair August 31 To September 5 

Malkara Fair 10 - 20  September 

Marmara Ereĵlisi Circumcision Wedding Traditional Festivities 25 - 27 August 

Marmara Ereĵli County Celebration Of Being 29 - 31 August 

Hayrabolu Festival 8 - 11 August 

ķarköy Baĵbozumu Festivities 6 - 8 September  

Source: Tekirdaĵ Culture Tourism, 2018. 

 

 



                              

 

4.5.2.12. Traditional  Cuisine  

Tekirdaĵ province offers a taste feast to its visitors with its various dishes and tastes.  

Some important meals and tastes of Tekirdaĵ, which is a very attractive city for 

gastronomy tourism, are shown in table 4.14.  

Table 4.14: Local Tastes/Flavors 

Tekirdaĵ Meatballs Cheese Helva Sweet Hayrabolu 

Dinner  Fresh Bean With Milk Bulama Eggplant Sour 

Figs With Milk Dessert Kandilli Mantē Zerde 

Jaw Multiplier Soup Onion Vaccine  

Source: Trakya Excursion, 2018. 

4.5.2.12. Libraries   

There are 10 libraries in Tekirdaĵ. These libraries are shown in Table 4.15.  

Table 4.15: Libraries 

Çerkezköy District Public Library Muratlē District Public Library 

Çorlu District Public Library Tekirdaĵ Saray District Public Library 

Ergene District Public Library Tekirdaĵ Namēk Kemal District Public Library 

Hayrabolu District Public Library ķarköy District Public Library 

Kapaklē District Public Library Malkara District Public Library 

4.6. Tourism Infrastructure and Services  

Tourism infrastructure of Tekirdaĵ province and the topics covered within the scope of 

services include accommodation, travel, eating-drinking, recreation, entertainment, culture-

arts and sports industries, and the number of enterprises/facilities. 

4.6.1. Accommodation Industry 

Information about hotel and room numbers within provincial borders is shown in the table 

below.  

Table 4.16: Numerical Values of Accommodation Industry 

Accommodation Statistics Certified by the Ministry as of 31.01.2019 

City 

Number of Facilities 

with Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Rooms with 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Beds with 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Investment 

Certificated 

Facilities 

Number of 

Rooms with 

Investment 

Certificate 

Number of 

Beds with 

Investment 

Certificate 

Tekirdaĵ 24 1 558 3 061 5 393 888 

Municipality -Certified Accommodation Planning Statistics as of 03.12.2018 

City 
Number of Municipality 

Certified Facilities 

Number of Rooms with 

Municipal Certificate 

Number of Beds with Municipal 

Certificate 

Tekirdaĵ 52 1 255 2 748 

Source: T. R. Culture and Tourism Ministry, 2019. 



                              

 

4.6.2. Travel, Food & Beverage, Entertainment, Culture-Arts and Sports Industries 

The number of travel agencies, food & beverage, establishments, culture-arts institutions 

and sports enterprises within the borders of the province is presented with the 

subcategories in the table below.  

Table 4.17: Numerical Values for Travel, Food & Beverage, Entertainment, Culture-Arts 

and Sports Industries 

Categories Number Of 

Establishments 

Travel agencies (A, B and C groups) 63 

Restaurants 

Sub-categories: Turkish Cuisine, Lahmacun And Pitta Makers Fish Restaurant, Catering 

Services, Raw Meatballs, Chinese Cuisine, Soup, World Cuisine, Spreader, Rotary, Home 

Cookers, Fast Food-Pizza, French Restaurant, Pancake-Hair Roasting, Indian Cuisine, Iĸkembeci, 

Italian Restaurant, Canteens, Breakfast Halls, Kabap Saloons, Meat-Chicken-Grill, Kokoreç, 

Mexican Cuisine, Barbecue, Far Eastern Cuisine, Vegetarian Cuisine 

605 

Entertainment Venues 

Sub-categories: Family Tea Rooms, Bars and Discos, Billiard Halls, Beer Halls, Bowling Halls, 

Tea Halls, Wedding Organizations, Casinos, Night Clubs, Cafeterias, Coffee Houses, Locales, 

Pubs, Wine Houses, Taverna and Musicals, Folk Houses, Cafe Chains. 

177 

Culture and art  

Sub-categories: Antiques, Handicrafts, Show and Boards Arts, Cultural Centers, Restoration of 

Cultural and Artistic Works, Library and Archives, Auctions, Museums, Music Houses, Parks, 

Botanik and Zoo Gardens, Art Galleries, Artists, Trade in Artistic Goods, Exhibitions and Fairs, 

Cinema Halls, Theatre Halls 

21 

Sports Industry 

Sub-categories: Sports Equipment, Water Sports, Tennis, Tourism and Recreational Sports 

Facilities, Far Eastern Sports, Yoga Sports, Swimming Pools, Sports Clubs, Sports Event 

Organizers, Sports Instructors, Sports Support and Business Services, Winter Sports And Skiing, 

Gym Halls, Turf  Grounded Football Arenas, Fitness Halls, Mountaineering, Various Sports 

Halls and Facilities, Equestrian, Equestrian Materials and Accessories, Special Sports and 

Wellness Centers for Women, Basketball, Hunting and Hunting Equipments. 

64 

Source: Investment Enterprises Application, 2018, Find, 2018. 

6.6.3. Tourism Information Offices 

There is 1 Tourism Information Office within the borders of Tekirdaĵ province. 

4.6.3. Recreation Areas 

The concept of recreation, in short, can be defined as the re-access to the disturbed 

integrity of the human being to live healthy and work efficiently. Recreation is considered 

as a necessary phenomenon in increasing people's commitment to life and their life span, 

and considers it as the key to spiritual and physical fitness. The fact that Recreation is an 

activity necessary for the psychosomatic health of the people who are tired of modern age 

increases the values of recreation areas within the frame of the height of the possibilities 

for performing the functions expected from them. At the top of the recreational areas are 

water banks and forest areas (Altēnºz et al., 2014). The main issues related to the rectional 

areas within the borders of the province are as follows:  

4.6.3.1.Paragliding 

Paragliding in the province of Tekirdag gives visitors pleasant moments. For those who 

want to paraglide in the region, Yeniköy can be started from four departure points in 

Nisantepe and landing at U­makdere Ayvasēl (Tekirdaĵ Culture Tourism, 2018). 



                              

 

Image 4.2: Paragliding 

 

Source: Tekirdaĵ Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism, 2018. 

4.6.3.2.Windsurfing 

For those who want to windsurf, the town of ĸarköy is an important potential place for this 

activity (Tekirdaĵ Culture Tourism, 2018). 

4.6.3.3.Motocross 

For those who want to do this activity in the province of Tekirdaĵ, the correct address is 

Hayabolu (Lake Area) district meeting point. The Marmara Motocross Championship in 

Hayrabolu, where excitement climbs, and the Turkish Motorboks Championship 

competitions in aĵostos were held every year (Tekirdaĵ Culture Tourism, 2018). 

Image 4.3: Motocross 

 

Source: Tekirdaĵ Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism, 2018. 



                              

 

4.6.3.4. Off-Road 

The new address of off - road races is the Ganos Mountains and Bahçeköy Forests within 

the borders of Tekirdaĵ. This is the tough struggle place for those who do not want to glide 

in the sky (Tekirdaĵ Culture Tourism, 2018). 

4.6.3.5. History and Nature Trekking  

In the province of Tekirdag due to its historical places and being intertwined with nature, 

the historical and Nature Trekking places which constitute highly attractive places in 

trekking are shown in Table 4.17(Tekirdag Culture Tourism, 2018). 

Table 4.18: History and Nature Trekking 

Kaletepe Sacred Area Hellenistic and Byzantine Remains 

Hoĸköy B.C. 5th - 1th ancient Hieron Oros and monastery ruins of Kartalkaya where 

centuries-old castles are located 

Kartalkaya  Roman-Byzantine-Ottoman water canals and waterways Pazarlē-gravel-Caĵa-Saray-

Ayvacēk ¢eĸme picnic can be made at the beginning of the fountain. 

Güzelköy Ganos ridges Güzelköy(melen), an attractive region that can be seen by visiting the 

beauty of the landscape. 

Saray With the presence of prehistoric caves, it is a remarkable place. 

Trekking  Places like Galata stream, Ergene Valley, G¿ngºrmez and G¿neĸkaya are very 

attractive areas in trekking. 

Source: Tekirdaĵ Cultural Tourism, 2018. 

4.6.3.6. Horse Riding and Rehabilitation 

There are horse farms in ¢orlu and Saray counties of Tekirdaĵ province that offer 

horseback riding and rehabilitation (Tekirdaĵ tourism, 2018). 

4.6.3.7. Picnic/Recreation Areas 

Uçmadere and Çorlu picnic areas within the borders of Tekirdaĵ province provide visitors 

with the opportunity to have enjoyable picnics with their natural beauty (Tekirdaĵ 

Tourism, 2018). 

4.6.3.8.Photo Safari 

Edirne province has the need for endemic plants, both the nature of the town of ĸarköy 

with its attractions and historical places to be seen and while traveling in the attractive 

areas to take photographs creates (Tekirdaĵ Culture Tourism,  2018). 

4.7. Recommendations for Tourism, Routes for Tourism Types 

Tekirdaĵ province is an industrial city and has a strong tourism potential in terms of 

natural and historical and touristic attractions and accessibility. The main strong aspect of 

the city's tourism routes is the ethnographic tourism resources and rich recreation areas. 

Historical tourism for the province, nature-based exploration and adventure tourism and 

activity tourism are the alternative types of Tourism.  

4.8. Vision Study for  Tekirdaĵ 

When the tourism potential of Tekirdaĵ is examined, it is seen that the situation which is 

active only on the coast can continue in the inner parts. In addition to the holiday tourism, 

which is further developed by some coastal arrangements, it is understood that the coast is 

an even more developed value with archaeological sites, agricultural workshops, museums, 

campuses and public projects. The city, in which tourists visit only during the summer 



                              

 

season and where the students are only in the training season, will be able to take the city's 

time scenario further if it uses its potential well (Urban Strategy, 2018). 
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5. TOURISM POTENTIAL OF  BOLU PROVINCE  

 

5.1. Geographic Location 

Bolu province covers 1.015% of Turkey's surface area, 8.323,39 km2 (832.339 ha). it is 

located in the western Black Sea part of the Black Sea Region with its surface area. The 

average altitude is 1000 m., the central County altitude is 725 m. close to. Bolu is located 

in the west of Duzce and Sakarya, southwest Bilecik and Eskisehir, south of Ankara, east 

of ¢ankērē, Zonguldak to the north and Karab¿k provinces to the north. The province 

border length is 621,4 km(Culture Portal, 2018). According to Bolu Province Center; 

Dºrtdivan, Yeni­aĵa and Gerede Districts in the east, Mengen in the northeast, Göynük 

and Mudurnu Districts in the southwest, Seben and Kēbrēs­ēk Districts are in the south 

(Bolu, 2018) 

5.2. Socio-Economic and Demographic Characteristics 

Part of the economy is based on agriculture and forestry. However, in recent years, the 

industry and tourism sector has also been very developed. 40% of total gross income is 

derived from agriculture. 80% of the active population is engaged in agriculture. 10% of 

the income is derived from forestry (Geography World, 2018). In addition, Bolu has an 

important place in poultry production throughout the country. By taking Bolu into the 

scope of priority provinces in the 1970s, serious steps have been taken in the field of 

industry and trade. A number of facilities provided to investors investing in the priority 

provinces in development facilitated the emergence of this result. Although Bolu, which 

was taken out of priority provinces in development in the early 1980s, continued to 

develop in the industrial and commercial sectors, this development was interrupted until 

the 1990s in the previous period. Bolu continued its development in the 1990s, following 

successive economic crises and the earthquake disasters in 1999, Bolu declined in the field 

of industry and trade (2018). Bolu population is 303.184 compared to 2017. This 

population consists of 150,383 men and 152,801 women. The percentage is 49,60% male, 

50,40% female. With an area of 8,341 km2, there are 36 people per square kilometer in 

Bolu province. Population density of Bolu is 36/km2 (Nufusu, 2018). 

5.3. Infrastructure  

Bolu, between Istanbul and Ankara, has one of the most important transportation arteries in 

the country, both on D-100 highway and Highway. Total length of the province (state and 

provincial roads); 348 km's State Road, 261 km city roads, 102 km the motorway is 711 

km. The total length of the city roads is approximately 500 km. (Erĸahin and ķerifeken, 

2002). Bolu, its current geographical position and proximity to the main markets, the 

further increase in transportation possibilities by opening the Bolu Mountain Tunnel, the 

expansion of the use of natural gas within the scope of urban distribution infrastructure 

studies and annual programmes strengthens the energy infrastructure. Tourism, education 

and health infrastructure in the province has been largely completed. Environmental 

infrastructure works of organized industrial zones in the province have been completed to a 

large extent(Bolu Governor's Office, 2014).  

5.4. Transportation Possibilities, Connections 

Ankara-Istanbul Tem Highway and D-100 highway passes through Bolu. Therefore, it is 

easy to reach all parts of the country by road. The historic and tourist attractions around the 

city can be reached by bus and dolmuĸ. The distance of Bolu bus station to the city centre 

is 1 km (E-Kent, 2018). There is no coast of Bolu. International Tem motorway and D.100 

highway passes through Bolu city center. Itôs distance to Istanbul 250 km, to Ankara 170 



                              

 

km. On the other hand, there is no railway or airport in Bolu. The nearest airport is 200 km 

Ankara Esenboĵa and 225 km Istanbul Sabiha Gokcen Airport (Culture Portal, 2018). 

5.5. Analysis of Tourism Resources 

Tourism resources of the province are evaluated under two headings: natural and 

ethnographic tourism resources.  

5.5.1. Natural Tourism Resources  

5.5.1.1.Highlands 

A total of 383 plateaus in the province and Bolu are important in the field of plateaus. Bolu 

plateaus are green and fertile plains where dense streams pass over mountains covered with 

forests that do not look for samples in the Eastern Black Sea (Bolu, 2018). Table 5.1 shows 

the Highlands within provincial boundaries.  

Table 5.1: Highlands 

Aladaĵ Highland Mudurnu Highland 

Sarēalan Highland Göynük Highland 

Gerede Highland Seben Highland 

Kēbrēs­ēk Highland Kēzēk Highland 

Mengen Highland Horse Highland 

5.5.1.2. Waterfalls 

5.5.1.2.1. Kºroĵlu Waterfall  

Köroĵlu waterfall, which is close to the Forest Road which is separated from the Köroĵlu 

tourism area from dörtdivan-kartalkaya Road, has a fascinating beauty. The waterfall can 

be reached by a land-type vehicle, but there is no possibility of transportation during the 

winter season (Culture Portal, 2018). 

5.5.1.3. Nature Parks 

5.5.1.3.1. Seven Lakes National Park 

Seven Lakes, one of the most impressive and breathtaking beauties of our country, is 42 

km north of Bolu city center and 53 km north of Mengen District. In Seven Lakes National 

Park, which is a very rugged part of the western Black Sea Region, the large and small 

lakes, rich vegetation, waterfalls, fish living in the lakes and the recreational potential of 

these values constitute the main source values. The geological structure of the area is 

usually composed of Serpentine and volcanic rocks. The lakes in the region are landslides 

formed by the accumulation of water as a result of the closure of the valleys by the ski 

masses as a result of the ground movement. The region consists of Seven Lakes of various 

sizes and has been protected as ñnational parkò since 1965. The names of the lakes are 

Büyükgöl, Kurugöl, Seringöl, Deringöl, Nazlēgöl, Sazlēgöl and Incegöl. Beech trees 

dominate the National Park. In addition, oak, hornbeam, red pine, larch, scotch pine, fir, 

elm, lime and yew are also seen in different kinds of trees (cultural portal, 2018). 

 

 

 

 



                              

 

Image 5.1: A View from the Seven Lakes National Park 

 

Source: Fazēl Karaduman 

5.5.1.3.2. Abant Nature Park 

Abant Lake is 34 km from Bolu. It is a natural lake on the Abant Mountains to the 

Southwest. Due to the richness of Abant Lake and its surroundings, as well as its great 

outdoor recreation potential, the 1150 hectare portion of the region was protected as 

'Nature Park' in 1988. Lake Environment has a rich plant cover. Yellow and karacham, 

beech, oak, poplar, Beech, Beech, juniper trees and forestry, Ilgin, nut, muĸmula, 

papazkülah, Hawthorn, Shepherd, birchnu, Ferns, berries, mint, raspberries, Ivy, Nettles, 

Nettles, Hornets and meadows are the main trees and trees. The edges of the lake are full 

of water plants and water lilies. Abant ¢iĵdemi (Crocus Abantensis) is endemic on the 

slopes rising around Abant Lake (Bolu, 2018). 

There are 332 species, 66 species, 147 subtypes, and 69 varieties of the 84 families, 

including the flora of Nature Park, and a total of 672 taxons and 150 lichen species. 51 of 

these taxons are of interest. In the region which is rich in fauna, it is known as the ñsmall-

combed salamanderò, which is an endemic species and which has not been registered 

elsewhere in the world until now. ñAbant hazelnut mouseò and ñAbant alasēò are endemic 

species peculiar to the region. The lake environs have a suitable habitat for the otters and 

the local forests for many wild animals and Red Deer (Bolu Culture, 2018). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                              

 

Image 5.2: Abant Lake 

 

Source: Fazēl Karaduman 

5.5.1.4. Lakes 

The most important lakes within the borders of Bolu province are Abant Lake and Seven 

Lakes. In addition, the lakes in Bolu districts are shown in Table 5.2. 

Table 5.2: Lakes 

Sünnet Lake ķirinyazē Lake 

Çayköy Lake Karagöl Lake 

Çubuk Lake Sülüklü Lake 

Karamurat Lake Aladaĵ Lake 

Yeni­aĵa Lake  

Source: Bolu, 2018. 

There are also Gölcük Lake and Gölköy Dam Lake which are artificially constructed 

within the borders of the province. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                              

 

Image 5.3: Gölcük Lake 

 

Source: Fazēl Karaduman 

5.5.1.5. Akkaya Travertine 

Bolu-Mudurnu Highway 9.it is situated in the center of çepni village in km. The only 

example in Bolu and the Western Black Sea Region is the Akkaya travertines, which is one 

of the rare environments which has not been built and has the same natural structure. It has 

a 250 m long formation in the east-west direction and a formation of 50 m long, 100 m 

west of this formation(Bolu Culture Tourism, 2018). 

5.5.1.6.Winter Tourism 

Bolu has two important centers in terms of winter tourism. These are kartalkaya and Arkut 

Mountain ski resort. 

Kartalkaya ski resort is located in the region of Kºroĵlu Mountain, 38 km southeast of 

Bolu city center in the Western Black Sea Region. Ski area 1850-2200 m. it is located on 

the elevation belt. Kartalkaya ski resort and its surroundings are covered with forest 

covers. Alpine skiing, cross-country skiing and has the appropriate conditions for the tour. 

4 months of the year (15 December-15 April) it is possible to ski. On average, 250 cm. 

there is a thickness of snow(Bolu Culture Tourism, 2018). 

Gerede-Esentepe Arkut Mountain ski resort: to the north of Gerede, 1300 m. it is located at 

the height of a hotel with winter sports and ski facilities. This name was given to Esentepe 

where the centuries-old pine trees were found by Atatürk because of the continuous 

expansion of the region. Skiing is performed on the tracks at Arkut mountain 4 km north of 

Esentepe and international ski competitions are held every year(Bolu Culture Tourism, 

2018). 

 

 



                              

 

Image 5.4: Kartalkaya Ski Center 

 

Source: Bolu Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism Arĸivi 

5.5.1.7. Thermal Tourism 

Since Bolu is located on the most important fault layer of Turkey in geological terms, it 

has a large amount of geothermal water resources and thermal springs. Evliya Çelebi, one 

of the Bolu thermal springs used for centuries, was mentioned in the Seyatnamesi. 5 km to 

the city center at the foot of the Seben Mountains, the thermal springs in Karacasu town 

are a quiet resting place surrounded by forests. Water suitable for bathing and drinking 

cures is good for Rheumatic Diseases, skin, blood circulation and heart diseases, 

respiratory diseases, gynecological diseases, digestive system, gall bladder, kidney and 

urinary tract diseases, bone and calcification disorders, metabolic and nutritional 

disorders(Bolu Culture Tourism, 2018). 

5.5.1.7.1. Karacasu Thermal Springs 

5 km to the city center at the foot of the Seben Mountains, the thermal springs in Karacasu 

town are a quiet resting place surrounded by forests. "Thermal tourism center" in the 

region thermal Hotel and large spa, small spa Special Administration facilities and the 

Ministry of Health belonging to physical treatment and Rehabilitation Hospital and Family 

Pension Services. In the coming years, a new physical therapy hospital and tourist facilities 

will be put into service. One of the Bolu thermal springs used for centuries, Evliya Çelebi 

was also mentioned in the Seyahatnamesi. Water suitable for bathing and drinking cures is 

good for Rheumatic Diseases, skin, blood circulation and heart diseases, respiratory 

diseases, gynecological diseases, digestive system, gall bladder, kidney and urinary tract 

diseases, bone and calcification disorders, metabolic and nutritional disorders(Bolu, 2018). 

Other important thermal centers within the province are Babas, Sarot, Pavlu and Çatak 

thermal springs. 



                              

 

5.5.2. Ethnographic Tourism Resources 

5.5.2.1.Bolu Museum 

There are 3351 archeological works, 1627 ethnographic works and 12105 coins as of 2018, 

in the museum which is located in cultural center of the Provincial Directorate of Culture 

and Tourism.  The museum is located on the ground floor of the Cultural Center building 

and consists of two sections: the archaeology Hall and the Ethnography Hall. 

Archaeological Museum: in the Archaeology Hall located on the entrance floor of the 

museum, marble, glass, mine and terracotta works from Neolithic, old Bronze, Phrygian, 

Urartu, Lydia, and Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine periods are exhibited in 

chronological order. Among these works are the finds of Seben-Korucuk village dating 

back to 2000 BC; Millenözü village works; Göynük-Susuzkēk village finds; Among the 

finds of Seben-Celtickdere village (Herakles Statue of the Roman period, the head of the 

cult statue made of crystal white marble) are the works of great importance in terms of 

Bolu Archeology. Claudiopolis (Bolu) the ancient city necropolis (Grave area) the Roman 

period brick burial specimen uncovered during the excavation carried out by the museum 

is among the artifacts exhibited in the archaeology Hall, along with the skeletons and grave 

gifts(Culture Portal, 2018). 

Ethnography Hall:  The ethnographic works of the 19th century and the first half of the 

20th century in the Ethnography hall on the second floor of the museum were presented to 

the visitors by taking into consideration the local characteristics in the recent showcases 

that are used in daily life. Among these works are collections of weapons, religious works, 

jewelry, samples of the region of Mudurnu, metal works belonging to daily life, 

embroidery and clothing. In one part of the ethnography Hall, a kitchen and living room 

belonging to a traditional Bolu House and a separate showroom were designed in Bolu's 

henna night (Culture Portal, 2018). 

5.5.2.2. Civil  Architecture  

5.5.2.2.1. Göynük Houses 

Göyn¿k, which is declared as ñurban site", is rich in old Turkish houses. The houses here 

are 20. it belongs to the beginning of the century. Some houses have ceilings decorated 

with various motifs in the living room. There are generally courtyards called "life" in front 

of the houses (e-Kent, 2018). 

5.5.2.2.2. Mudurnu  Houses 

Mudurnu, which is declared as the urban site, has an important feature in terms of old 

Turkish houses. In terms of civil architectural characteristics, these houses have been 

preserved reflecting the history and culture of the district, which is similar to Göynük 

houses. There are 165 houses in the district and a total of 173 buildings, including 8 

mosques, fountains and baths, with a high architectural value. Armutçular mansion stands 

out among these structures (Bolu Culture Tourism, 2018). 

5.5.2.2.3.Seben Rock Houses 

In the province of Bolu, Seben, there are residential places of many houses carved into the 

rocks and close to each other. Among the most important of these are alpagut Village - 

Muslar quarter, Celtickdere, Karca, left-handed and Kashbēyēk villages. In the settlement 

area consisting of rock houses, red-painted cross signs are observed; in some houses there 

are applications such as chapels and relief pits; and Seben Rock houses may have been 

used from the early Christian period to the middle Byzantine period. (Cultural Portal, 

2018). 



                              

 

5.5.2.3. Castles 

Gerede Asar Castle: The castle is located on a rocky hill which is dominated by Gerede in 

all directions, and 20 km east of ¥rencik, ¢aĵēĸ and Ak­aĸehir villages. There are plenty of 

Byzantine potteries in the vicinity, indicating that the Castle belongs to the Byzantine 

period. There is also a cave facing north on the castle (Bolu Culture Tourism, 2018). 

Gerede Goat Castle: 5 km from gerede. in the north of Arkut mountain, it is on a hill that 

dominates its surroundings. The castle from the bithynials period was restored in 

1993(Bolu Culture Tourism, 2018). 

5.5.2.4. Religious Places 

5.5.2.4.1.Mosques 

The Great Mosque in Bolu (Yēldērēm Beyazit Mosque), Kadi Mosque, Saraçhane Mosque, 

Imaret Mosque, Ilica Mosque, Süleyman Pasha Mosque, Yildirim Mosque, Kanuni 

Mosque, Ümit Tekke Mosque, and Eski­aĵē Mosque is worth seeing (E-Kent, 2018). 

Image 5.5: Yēldērēm Beyazēt Mosque 

 

Source: Fazēl Karaduman 

5.5.2.4.2. Tombs 

The Tomb of Aksemseddin, who was the teacher of Fatih Sultan Mehmet, who died in 

1459, is located in the courtyard of Gazi Süleyman Pasha Mosque in Göynük District. The 

tomb built by Fatih Sultan Mehmet in 1464, after his death in 1459, is covered with a 

hexagonal plan and a dome. It has two-story window arrangement with pointed arches on 

each surface. The gate is in a niche with pointed arches; it has an inscription built on it 

(Bolu, 2018). Other important mausoleums are shown in table 5.3. 

 

 



                              

 

Table 5.3: Tombs 

Tokad-ē Hayreddin Tomb Hacē Halil Efendi Tomb 

Ömer Sekkin Tomb Ummi Kemal Mausoleum 

Lower Lodge Tomb Kasēm Dede Tomb 

Upper Tekke Tomb Babahizir Tomb 

5.5.2.5. Festivals and Festivities 

Important events are organized in Bolu city center and its districts during the year. The 

main ones of these activities are table 5.4. 

Table 5.4: Festivals and Festivities 

Activities Time Activities Time 

Ahi Week 7 Day Atatürk's Arrival In Bolu 1 Day 

Gerede Fair 7 Day Esentepe Greasy Wrestling 1 Day 

Izzet Baysal Monument Days 3 Day Nevruz Day 1 Day 

Silk Road Festival 3 Day International Köroĵlu Festival 1 Day 

Mengen Culinary Festival 2 Day Akĸemseddin Monument Day 1 Day 

Seben Apple Festival 2 Day Monument Day Sehriman 1 Day 

Karagöl Festival 1 Day Tekke Ummi Kemal Day 1 Day 

Plateau Festivals 1 Day Tokad-ē Hayreddin Day 1 Day 

Source: Bolu Cultural Tourism, 2018. 

5.5.2.6. Traditional  Cuisine 

Besides the historical and touristic features of Bolu region, its food is also very rich. 

Especially mengenli cooks are known to the world. The history of cookers in Mengen 

dates back to the Sultan's Kitchens. Today, it is possible to find Mengen cookers in many 

of the touristic areas. Every year in the first week of September, Mengen organizes 

Turkey's only "Cooking Festival" and activities such as competitions, exhibitions, concerts, 

panels, shows, sports events are held. Especially every year a different kind of show 

Dinner is prepared and attracts a lot of attention (Bolu, 2018). Regional tastes specific to 

Bolu are shown in Table 5.5.  

Table 5.5: Local Flavours / Tastes 

Categories Examples 

Pastries Raw patty, zucchini pancake, bitter water baslamacē, çanlēklē pitta, meat manti, 

bread vaccine, potatoes Village Bread 

Meat dishes Kedi batmaz, forest kebab, mengen lamb stew 

Sweets Hºĸmerim, pumpkin dessert, black pumpkin dessert, palize, cocoon dessert, karavul 

syrup, cranberry syrup, palace halva, Bolu Bey dessert, uĵut dessert 

Soups Chicken soup, potato soup, buttermilk soup, kēzēlcēk tarhana soup, tarhana soup, 

chickpeas soup, yoghurt bean soup, imaretet soup 

Vegetables and Grass Mushroom sauté, peeled legumes, Mudurnu pod 



                              

 

Other flavors Mengen pilaf, Cyprus pilaf, crested walnuts noodles, stuffed pavement,Pasha pilaf, 

spoon handle , katēk, spoon atmaç 

Source: Bolu Cultural Tourism, 2018. 

5.5.2.7. Handicrafts and souvenirs 

Pin carving in Mudurnu district and Kaval construction in the Turkish Cypriot region, 

copper and leather in Gerede, woodworking handicrafts in Göynük are among the top(Bolu 

Culture Tourism, 2018). 

5.5.2.8.Culture-Language-Literature  

Yunus Emre's poems and hymns, which are known to be Makam in many places in 

Anatolia, are seen in many cönkeler compiled from Bolu and its surroundings. Even at 

weddings with the hymns of the dolphin, the bride and groom are carried out several times 

over a new fabric. There is a visit to the village of Yunuslar and Yunus tomb in Gökçesu 

District of mengen. XVI. Köroĵlu, the hero of the epic that lived in the late 19th century, is 

one of the names that come to mind when you say Bolu. Köroĵlu also played the game 

with sword and shield is available. Köroĵlu statue located in the city center of the City 

Square is remarkable. Kemal Ummi XV.it is the mystical poet who lived in the century. 

Every year, a traditional Monument Day is held in the Tekke village of the Sazak region of 

Bolu, where he has spent an important part of his life. Born in 1772 in the village of the 

Khannas Yeniçaĵ Abraham, his real name died in Ankara in 1845. The mausoleum of poet 

soruli is located in the village of ķahnalar on Bolu gerede Highway. Commemoration Day 

is held every year(Bolu Culture Tourism, 2018). 

On the other hand, the town of Cyprus is rich in folk dances and clothing.  These games, 

pit pit (men men) , jump (Gazel) flat game (dualelli), Ah Black Sea, Mill, bells, Yemenin 

tips, Island Road, Halimem, Estirme, ducks, Karaköy spoon game is played(Bolu Culture 

Tourism, 2018). 

6.5.2.10. Libraries 

There are 11 libraries throughout the province. The libraries in the province are shown in 

table 5.6. 

Table 5.6: Libraries 

Dörtdivan District Public Library Mudurnu District Public Library 

Gerede District Public Library Seben District Public Library 

Göynük District Public Library Yeni­aĵa District Public Library 

Cyprus Martyr Kaymakam Muhammed Fatih Safitürk 

District Public Library 

Mengen 75th Year County Public Library 

Bolu City District Public Library  

5.6. Tourism Infrastructure and Services  

The tourism infrastructure of Bolu province and the topics covered within the scope of 

services include accommodation, travel, Food & Beverage, recreation, entertainment, 

culture-arts and sports industries, and the number of enterprises/facilities. 

5.6.1. Accommodation Industry  

Information about hotel and room numbers within provincial borders is shown in the table 

below.  



                              

 

Table 5.7: Numerical Values of Accommodation Industry 

Accommodation Statistics Certified By the Ministry As Of 31.01.2019 

City 

Number of Facilities 

with Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Rooms with 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Beds with 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Investment 

Certificated 

Facilities 

Number of 

Rooms with 

Investment 

Certificate 

Number of 

Beds with 

Investment 

Certificate 

Bolu 24 2018 4206 10 1 218 2 722 

Municipality -Certified Accommodation Planning Statistics As Of 03.12.2018 

City 
Number of Municipality Certified 

Facilities 

Number of Rooms with Municipal 

Certificate 

Number of Beds with 

Municipal Certificate 

Bolu 87 1 772 4 384 

Source: T. R. Culture and Tourism Ministry, 2019. 

5.6.2. Travel, Food & Beverage, Entertainment, Culture-Arts and sports industries 

The number of travel agencies, food & beverage establishments, culture-arts institutions 

and sports enterprises within the borders of the province is presented with the 

subcategories in the table below.  

Table 5.8: Numerical Values for Travel, Food & Beverage, Entertainment, Culture-Arts 

and Sports Industries 

Categories Number Of 

Establishments 

Travel agencies (A, B and C groups) 21 

Restaurants 

Sub-categories: Turkish Cuisine, Lahmacun And Pitta Makers Fish Restaurant, Catering 

Services, Raw Meatballs, Chinese Cuisine, Soup, World Cuisine, Spreader, Rotary, Home 

Cookers, Fast Food-Pizza, French Restaurant, Pancake-Hair Roasting, Indian Cuisine, Iĸkembeci, 

Italian Restaurant, Canteens, Breakfast Halls, Kabap Saloons, Meat-Chicken-Grill, Kokoreç, 

Mexican Cuisine, Barbecue, Far Eastern Cuisine, Vegetarian Cuisine 

125 

Entertainment Venues 

Sub-categories: Family Tea Rooms, Bars and Discos, Billiard Halls, Beer Halls, Bowling Halls, 

Tea Halls, Wedding Organizations, Casinos, Night Clubs, Cafeterias, Coffee Houses, Locales, 

Pubs, Wine Houses, Taverna and Musicals, Folk Houses, Cafe Chains. 

46 

Culture and art  

Sub-categories: Antiques, Handicrafts, Show and Boards Arts, Cultural Centers, Restoration of 

Cultural and Artistic Works, Library and Archives, Auctions, Museums, Music Houses, Parks, 

Botanik and Zoo Gardens, Art Galleries, Artists, Trade in Artistic Goods, Exhibitions and Fairs, 

Cinema Halls, Theatre Halls 

3 

Sports Industry 

Sub-categories: Sports Equipment, Water Sports, Tennis, Tourism and Recreational Sports 

Facilities, Far Eastern Sports, Yoga Sports, Swimming Pools, Sports Clubs, Sports Event 

Organizers, Sports Instructors, Sports Support and Business Services, Winter Sports And Skiing, 

Gym Halls, Turf  Grounded Football Arenas, Fitness Halls, Mountaineering, Various Sports 

Halls and Facilities, Equestrian, Equestrian Materials and Accessories, Special Sports and 

Wellness Centers for Women, Basketball, Hunting and Hunting Equipments. 

21 

Source: Investment Enterprises Application, 2018, Find, 2018. 

5.6.3. Recreation Areas 

The concept of recreation, in short, can be defined as the re-access to the disturbed 

integrity of the human being to live healthy and work efficiently. Recreation is considered 

as a necessary phenomenon in increasing people's commitment to life and their life span, 



                              

 

and considers it as the key to spiritual and physical fitness. The fact that Recreation is an 

activity necessary for the psychosomatic health of the people who are tired of modern age 

increases the values of recreation areas within the frame of the height of the possibilities 

for performing the functions expected from them. At the top of the recreational areas are 

water banks and forest areas (Altēnºz et al., 2014). The main issues related to the rectional 

areas within the borders of the province are as follows:  

5.6.3.1. Seven Lakes National Park Recreation Area 

Seven Lakes National Park, mountaineering, plant, Bird Observation, camping and 

trekking is very suitable for nature, this park covers an area of 2019 hectares. The region 

fascinates nature throughout the year with its unique landscapes, rich flora and fauna. 

Seven Lakes has been flooded with nature and photography enthusiasts especially in 

October and November. There are deer, deer, bear, wild boar, wolf, fox and squirrel 

species growing in and around the park with effective protection. In addition, walking 

paths in the National Park, waterfalls, Dilek fountain, laughing rocks, pisagor tree, 

Monument tree, and landscape views in the position of Kapalkaya can be seen. Sporting 

fishing can be done at certain times of the year. In the park which is very suitable for 

camping in terms of nature beauty, bungalow houses with a capacity of 70 beds operated 

by private sector and various accommodation units and camping and picnic areas are 

available (Culture Portal, 2018). 

5.6.3.2. Abant Nature Park Recreation Area 

Abant Lake and its surroundings are of tectonic origin and have a great open-air recreation 

potential. The lake and its surroundings are suitable for plant and bird observation, 

activities such as photo safari, picnics, horseback riding and camping.   

5.6.3.3.Horse Trekking 

Abant Lake, Bolu plateaus and Gölcük Lake have the potential to take a horseback 

excursion. 

5.6.3.4. Bird  Observation Areas 

Kavaklē Mountain in the district of dörtdivan, the black vulture population breeding here 

gains Important Bird Area status. In addition, Seven Lakes, Abant Lake and Yeni­aĵa lake 

nearby have bird observation facilities. There are bird observation towers on the banks of 

Lake Yeni­aĵa (Bolu Culture Tourism, 2018). 

5.6.3.5. Plant Observation 

Abant Lake and Seven Lakes National Park are important areas in terms of plant review 

with rich flora. In addition to these, Suluklugöl Nature Protection Area, Rootez Nature 

Protection Area, Akdoĵan (midwife Pine) Nature Protection Area and Bolu hazelnut 

Nature Protection Area are areas with plant investigation potential. The forest cover is 

mainly beech. G¿rgen and chestnut species, lime, ¢ēnar, Oak, kēzēlaĵaç, wild nuts, 

çebudak, white willow, and other tree species that make up the forest cover(Bolu Culture 

Tourism, 2018). 

5.6.3.4.6. Hunting 

The forest layer and rich vegetation surrounding the four sides of Bolu provide a wide 

variety of hunting animals. Hunting birds such as bear, lynx, wild boar, deer, roe deer, 

Wolf, Sansar, fox, badger, rabbit, weasel, weasel, beaver and Squirrel are frequently seen 

with land animals such as Partridge, üveyik, Quail, freckle, toy, crane, Woodcock, pigeon 

and Hawk, Hawk, Eagle(Bolu Culture Tourism, 2018). 



                              

 

Gereda, Quadrivalan and Mengen can make hunting tourism potential areas are available 

in these regions at certain times of the year under the supervision of Provincial Directorate 

of Environment and Forestry are hunting tourism. The Sazakiçi region between Yeni­aĵa-

Gökçesu-Çaydurt has been allocated as a sample hunting site and rented to the private 

sector. Bolu, which also houses many lakes, is an ideal area for sportive fishing. Abant 

Lake, Gölcük, Gölköy Dam, Yeni­aĵa Lake, Seven Lakes, Aladaĵ Lake, Karamurat Lake, 

Çubuk Lake, Sunna Lake, Leech Lake, Trout, carp, Coral and silver fish in Karagöl can be 

fishing with hooks (Bolu Governorship, 2018). 

5.6.3.4.7. Mountain and Nature Trekking  

Bolu's natural wealth allows for mountain sports, but also adds a distinct pleasure to nature 

trekkings. Abant, which is one of these natural riches, is one of the most famous tourist 

destinations in Turkey, where winter sports can be performed in winter. Ice skating is the 

first natural ice skating site in Turkey. Abant Lake was illuminated for the night and 

pedestrian walking road was built around. In addition to this, Seven Lakes National Park, 

Seben Highlands, Bolu hazelnut Nature Conservation Area, Root Protection Area, 

Leechuklugöl Nature Conservation Area is among the natural values to be seen and are 

suitable for trekking areas (Bolu Culture Tourism, 2018). 

Mountain climbing in terms of places, Köroĵlu mountains (highest point 2378 m), 

Aladaĵlar (camping facility available), Seben mountains (1854 m), The mountains of 

Orhan and Kaplande (the highest place in Kēzēltepe 1486 m), Bolu mountains (highest 

place in the Cele peak of 1954 m), Mount Elmacēk (1760 m), Abant mountains (1748 m), 

The Sunni mountains (1828 m), To the north of gerede arkut (1077 m), Lake mountains 

(1113 m) and mountains such as Juniper mountains around Mudurnu have important 

potential(Bolu Culture Tourism, 2018). 

5.6.3.4.8. Bicycle Tours 

The forest paths between Abant and Gölcük lakes and plateaus have important potential for 

mountain biking tours (Bolu Culture Tourism, 2018). Trekking, off-road, mountain biking 

and photo safari activities are available throughout Bolu province and these activities can 

be done every month of the year (Culture portal, 2018). It contains 23 trails suitable for this 

purpose. 

5.6.3.4.9.Paragliding 

For paragliding there are very convenient places in Abant Mountains, and for those who 

want to do this sport from big cities during summer tours are organized in Abant. 

Furthermore, International Paragliding Competitions are held here(Bolu Culture Tourism, 

2018). 

5.6.3.4.10. Camping and Caravan Tourism 

Seven Lakes National Park, which has features that can appeal to anyone who wants to 

relax, take advantage of nature, has been organized to establish a camp(Bolu Culture 

Tourism, 2018). Other camp and caravan areas within the provincial borders are shown in 

table 5.9. 

Table 5.9: Camp and Caravan Areas 

Seven Lakes National Park Abant Nature Park 

Aladaĵ-Göksu Forest Recreation Area Karagöl Forest Recreation Area 

Shirinazi Lake Beĸpēnar Camping Area 



                              

 

5.6.3.4.11. Gerede Esentepe Promenade 

It is a three-star Esentepe hotel with winter sports and skiing at a height of 1.300 m in the 

north of gerede district. It is possible to run winter sports and kayaking in winter on the 

tracks located on Arkut Mountain, 4 km north of Esentepe, which has an excellent view 

over the entire district. This name was given to Esentepe where the centuries-old pine trees 

were found by Atatürk who visited the region on July 17, 1934(culture portal, 2018). 

5.7. Recommendations for Tourism, Routes for Tourism Types 

Bolu province is strategically important in the road crossing route of two metropolises such 

as Istanbul and Ankara. Mountains, highlands, national parks, lakes, ski resorts and 

thermal springs are the main tourism sources of the province. In addition to these 

resources, each of which constitutes a factor of attractiveness, factors such as civil 

architecture, regional and cultural richness, land structure suitable for various recrational 

activities and local activities on a wide scale provide important clues about tourism routes 

of Bolu province and its districts.  

5.8. Vision Study for  Bolu  

This variety causes a variety of flora and fauna in the region. In addition, it is a rich 

province in terms of forest ratio and the same climatic diversity manifests itself in variety 

of tree species. Considering the existing natural wealth of the city with the potential of the 

industrial sector, it is difficult to manage but very efficient. The variable that affects each 

other in a negative way cannot be expected to function properly unless it is correctly edited 

in the city. Bolu is a transitional city in terms of its location, and climatic also shows this 

characteristic. Especially Bolu Mountains in southwest-northeast direction divided the city 

in climatic terms; while the Black Sea climate in the North dominated the southern part of 

the continental climate dominates. This climate difference in the city has added a wealth of 

tourism to the region.In the city, which has 4 seasons of tourism opportunities, it is seen 

that the natural values constitute an important potential for tourism. This potential needs to 

be evaluated and alternative tourism types that will highlight the values of the city as well 

as traditional tourism varieties. Thus, the city will become a place where many alternative 

tourism activities can be realized (Urban Vision, 2018). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                              

 

6. TOURISM POTENTIA L OF DÜZCE PROVINCE  

 

6.1. Geographic Location 

Düzce is located in the western Black Sea Basin. Düzce is the neighbor of Bolu in the east, 

Sakarya in the West and Zonguldak in the Northeast. Although summers are hot and 

winters are cold in the region, climate is a transition between the Western Black Sea 

climate and Central Anatolia climate (E-Kent, 2018). There is a Black Sea to the North and 

the length of the coast is 30 km. The highest point of the province is Karduz Highland and 

its altitude is 1,830 meters. Düzce is the 4th smallest city in Turkey with 2,574 km2 area 

located at the intersection of the Western Black Sea, central Anatolia and Eastern Marmara 

regions (Düzce Governorship, 2018; Marka, 2018). 

The administrative structure of the province of Düzce consists of 279 villages, 114 

neighborhoods and 2 towns. There are a total of 10 municipalities including Düzce 

Municipality (Center), Kaynaĸlē, ¢ilimli, G¿m¿ĸova, Gºlyaka, Yēĵēlca, Ak­akoca, 

Cumayeri District Municipalities and Beykºy and Boĵazi­i town municipalities. There are 

7 districts connected with. These are Akçakoca, Cumayeri, Çilimli, Gölyaka, G¿m¿ĸova, 

Kaynaĸlē and Yēĵēlca (Düzce Culture Tourism, 2018). 

Image 6.1: A View from Düzce Province Center 

 

6.2. Socio-Economic and Demographic Characteristics 

Duzce, which is one of the two major metropolitan cities such as Ankara and Istanbul, has 

a significant advantage for socio-economic development. When Düzce compared to other 

cities of the Country in terms of industry it has developed. The development of industry in 

the province started with the forest products industry in 1956 and the development of this 

sector after 1960 has accelerated (Özaslan et al. 2001). In addition to the incentives given 

within the rural development, the industry has developed with the production of many 

companies in the center of Istanbul, which operates in the fields of automobile sub-

industry, agricultural machinery, construction materials, packaging and furniture, 

agricultural conservation drugs, as well as production in Düzce. 



                              

 

During this period, the domestic industry showed improvement by concentrated on issues 

such as flour, paddy, nut cracking, agricultural protection drugs and hunting rifle industry 

(Özaslan et al. 2001). On the other hand, there are 21.786 hectares of agricultural land in 

Düzce. Düzce which has plenty of green and hazelnut city, tourism also becomes 

increasingly an important sector (Marka, 2009). 

Düzceôs economy has a sectoral diversity with its location and natural values. Düzce 

Province is among the provinces that have developed in the field of textile, garment, 

leather, construction and construction materials, metal, machinery and automotive, wood 

and forest products and food sectors in the current situation. Denmark, Uzbekistan and 

United Kingdom are among the countries that Düzce exports to. China, Italy and Germany 

are the top countries in which the province imports. The major export products are 

machinery, forest products, plastics and rubber, basic metal industry, textiles and raw 

materials while import items are forest products, machinery, basic metal industry, other 

means of transport (except motor vehicles and trailers), plastics and caoutchouc. There is 

over $ 1 billion of exports have been realized in the total sector of Düzce in 2018(Düzce 

Governorship, 2017-2018). The sector, which stands out in the economic structure of 

Düzce is the woodworking and furniture sector. The oldest in the manufacturing industry 

(since the 1950s) is the sector that stands out according to the statistical analyzes and has 

the advantage of proximity to the raw material by geographical location.Düzce industries 

in this field of activity in Turkey are that the plating industry is the most powerful of 

Düzce, 11 of them covering 18 factories across Turkey. However, this sector ranks at 3th 

among the most exported sectors. 

Another important branch of the economy in Düzce province is based on agricultural 

products. Hazelnut cultivation is carried out in a significant part of the sowing areas. The 

most cultivated area after the hazelnut in Düzce is divided into corn and wheat. Other 

important crops grown in Düzce are tobacco, sugar beet and potatoes. The value of crop 

production in Düzce, which was 323.429 in 2009, increased to 640.947 TL in 2016. The 

amount of hazelnut production constitutes 87 percent of the total fruit production. The 

walnut, apple, pear, strawberry, kiwi, plum, quince, blackberry, cherry and Trabzon palm 

are the most produced fruits. The pumpkin in the vegetable category in Düzce ranks first 

with 7.849 tons of production and 40.29% of the total production. In addition, watermelon, 

cabbage, tomato, bean and pepper are among the most produced vegetables (Duzce Food, 

Agriculture and Livestock Directorate, 2016). 

According to the Turkey Statistical Institute (TUIK) data, with a population of 387 844 

Düzce is ranks at 51th in Turkey's most populous provinces. This population consists of 

194.051 men and 193.793 women. The percentage is 50.03% male and 49.97% female. 

The proportion of the population between the ages of 20-40 is around 31%. The province 

of Düzce with a surface area of 2,574 km2 has 151 people per square kilometer (Nüfusu, 

2019). In terms of marital status, the percentage of those who never married in Düzce is 

24.4%, while the percentage of those who are married is 66.60%. In Düzce province, the 

pre-school (4-5 years) net enrollment rate is 55,9%, the net school enrollment rate is 

91,07%, the secondary school net enrollment rate is 87,13%, the general secondary net 

schooling rate is 37,32% (Düzce Governorship, 2010, Marka, 2018). 

6.3. Infrastructure  

In terms of industrial investments, infrastructure work in Düzce has been completed 

significantly.  3 Organized Industrial Zones (OIZ), 2 OIZ, Technology Centers, 

(Technopark, Technology Transfer Office, DÜBIT (Düzce University Scientific and 

Technological Research application and Research Center)) and 3 small industrial sites and 

a triple industrial infrastructure are available. In addition, Duzce is home to large-scale 



                              

 

automotive side industry, textiles, forest products, iron-steel and pipe manufacturing as 

well as organized industrial zones. From the perspective of sectors, employment area of 

5416 people offers 1. In the Organized Industrial Zone, the leading sectors are textile, 

furniture, metal and Automotive By-Products Industries. In the 2nd Industrial Zone, which 

constitutes 828 employees; glass, aluminum profile, plastic slab and automotive supply 

industry are prominent sectors. The number of firms investing in organized industrial 

zones that are ready to use the electricity-water-natural gas infrastructure is increasing 

every year. On the other hand, Düzce Teknopark, which was officially launched on April 

20, 2011 with 32 partners, completed its construction in 2018 and the new building is 

capable of serving more than 100 companies in 14,000 M2 closed area. There are 24 

companies currently operating. The strong industrial and technological infrastructure 

makes Düzce attractive in terms of investment opportunities (Düzce Governorship, 2018).  

Düzce University has a scientific research, training and measurement Center for 

researchers working in public institutions and industries. The center, which is named 

Düzce University Scientific and Technological Research application and Research Center, 

serves as environment and chemical laboratory, food laboratory, sample preparation 

department, design prototyping and testing laboratory, agricultural Analysis laboratory, 

materials and surface laboratory and drinking and drinking water laboratory. In statistics 

on the distribution of R & D centers in Düzce province in Turkey at 8 and with R & D 

centers and it is at 19th line (Düzce Governorship, 2018). 

6.4. Transportation Possibilities, Connections 

Turkey's most important motorways and also Turkey's largest city of Istanbul and Ankara 

TEM and D-100 highways that connects them passes through the Düzce. The province of 

Düzce opens to the Black Sea with Western Black Sea Highway via the by Akçakoca 

District. Duzce located in the middle of Ankara and Istanbul which are Turkey's two 

biggest metropolises. It interacts with a population of 28 million people with an average of 

3 hours of road transport (T¦ĶK, 2016). Istanbul Sabiha Gokcen Airport is 2 hours from 

Duzce and Kocaeli Cengiz Topel Airport is 1.5 hours away from Duzce. In order to 

establish the commercial ties, Düzce has a commercial sea transportation connection with 

the proximity of the ports in the Karasu District of the Sakarya Province and the Alaplē 

Districts of Zonguldak. 

6.5. Analysis of Tourism Resources 

Tourism resources of the province are evaluated under two headings: natural and 

ethnographic tourism resources.  

6.5.1. Natural Touri sm Resources  

6.5.1.1.Highlands 

Düzce has a very rich potential in terms of higlands. It is suitable for all kinds of nature 

tourism with its land structure, climate, rich water resources and vegetation. Düzce 

Highlands, which offer a sequential and holistic structure one after another, continue from 

Karduz Highland to Abant. The highlands are lined up in the same parallel, with a trans-

road connection between the Highlands and the distance from each Highland to the other is 

5 to 20 minutes, with easy transportation possibilities (Düzce Culture Tourism, 2018).19 

Highlands and their distance from city center are shown in Table 6.1. 

 

 

 



                              

 

Table 6.1: Highlands 

Highland Name Distance Highland Name Distance 

Topuk Highland 38 km Kēzēk Highland 48 km 

Odayeri Highland 28 km Sērēk Highland 34 km 

Balēklē Highland 36 km Sakarca Highland 40 km 

Pürenli Highland 28 km ķehirli Highland 33 km 

Derebalēk Highland 36 km Çiçekli Highland 30 km 

Torkul Highland ve Lake 34 km Oflu Highland 38 km 

Sinekli Highland 33 km Kelik Highland 37 km 

Kocayayla Highland 35 km Yanēk Highland 27 km 

Hera Highland 36 km Eĵrelti Highland 40 km 

Image 6.2: A View from the Topuk Highland 

 

6.5.1.2. Waterfalls 

Düzce province is a very rich region in terms of Water Resources. The Water Resources 

are born from the mountains surrounding the Düzce plain, collected in Lake Efteni and 

transported by the Great Melen River to the Black Sea. Rich water resources in Düzce 

offer potential for alternative nature sports (Düzce Culture Tourism 2018). 7 waterfalls 

within the boundaries of Düzce are shown in table 6.2. 

Table 6.2: Waterfalls 

Waterfalls Distance Altitude  

Güzeldere Waterfall 18 km 630 m 

Samandere Waterfall 24 km 780 m 

Aydēnpēnar Waterfall 10 km 500 m 

http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-208163/kizik-yaylasi.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-207668/odayeri-yaylasi.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-208169/sirik-yaylasi.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-207669/balikli-yaylasi.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-208171/sakarca-yaylasi.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-208111/purenli-yaylasi.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-211622/sehirli-yaylasi.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-208115/derebalik-yaylasi.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-211631/cicekli-yaylasi.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-208136/torkul-yaylasi-ve-goleti.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-213424/oflu-yaylasi.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-208146/sinekli-yaylasi.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-208152/kocayayla.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-208156/hera-yaylasi.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-208763/guzeldere-selalesi-tabiat-parki.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-209254/samandere-selalesi-tabiat-aniti.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-209263/aydinpinar-selaleleri-tabiat-parki.html


                              

 

Aktaĸ Waterfall 55 km 450 m 

Tahirli Waterfall 48 km 50 m 

Saklēkent Waterfall 45 km 620 m 

Yoĵunpelit Mengen Waterfall 56 km 600 m 

Harmankaya Waterfall 31 km 250 m 

Bakacak Waterfall 28 km 430 m 

Sarēyayla Waterfall 50 km 70 m 

6.5.1.3. Dams & Lakes 

Düzce province has natural tourism opportunities that are very rich in terms of natural 

lakes. Some of the lakes together with the plateaus tourism is an attractive factor in terms 

of natural supply sources. Lakes within provincial boundaries are shown in table 6.3. 

Table 6.3: Lakes 

Efteni Lake ¢amlēpēnar Pond 

Topuk Lake and Highland Kurugöl Nature Park 

Torkul Lake and Highland Karagöl Lake 

Hasanlar Dam Lake Pürenli Lake 

Melen Dam Yayyakbaĸē Lake 

Kuyudüzü Lake Gökbuladan Lake 

Konaĸ Hes Lake Group Water Sub 

Maden Ocaklarē Lake Uĵur Stream Hes 

Sarēyayla Dam Yenivakēf  Lake 

Altēn­ay Lake  

Image 6.3: A View from the Efteni Lake 

 

6.5.1.4. Traditional (Sea, Sand, Sun) Tourism 

http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-209267/aktas-selalesi.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-209323/saklikent-selalesi.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-209325/yogunpelit-mengen-selaleleri.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-209327/harmankaya-selalesi.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-211220/efteni-golu.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-211248/camlipinar-goleti.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-211228/topuk-goleti-ve-yaylasi.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-211232/torkul-goleti-ve-yaylasi.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-213430/karagol.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-211233/hasanlar-baraj-golu.html


                              

 

1950s caravan tourism and marine tourism with the first Akcakoca district of Düzce which 

is the start of a coastal movement in Turkey; sea, sand, fishing shelter, fish species 

according to the characteristics of each season and sunset, is interesting for domestic and 

foreign tourists (Duzce Culture Tourism, 2018). 15 beaches in Akçakoca, a part of which 

has a blue flag are shown in Table 6.4. 

Table 6.4: Beaches 

 Ceneviz Castle Beach (Blue Flag)  Akkaya Beach 

 ¢uhallē Beach (Blue Flag)  ¢ayaĵzē Beach 

 Akevler Beach (Blue Flag)  Edilli Mouth Beach 

 Kadēnlar Beach  Kalkēn Beach 

 Ayazlē Beach  Karaburun Beach 

 Deĵirmenaĵzē Beach  Melenaĵzē Beach 

 ¢ēnaraltē Beach  Pashalar Beach 

 Limoncuk Beach  

6.5.1.5.Caves 

There are 6 caves within the boundaries of Düzce province. Among these, the Fakilli cave 

in the Akçakoca District and the Sarēkaya cave in the K¿­¿klyca district are open to 

visitors. Other caves are ¢amlē, Gökçeaĵaç, Avuciçi and Aksu Caves. 

6.5.1.6. Nature Parks 

There are 4 natural parks within the province of Düzce. These are Güzelderere waterfall 

Nature Park, Kurugöl Nature Park, Aydēnpēnar Waterfall Nature Park and Yiĵitbeli 

Canyon Nature Parks (Düzce Cultural Tourism, 2018). 

6.5.1.7. Canyons 

Düzce there are two Canyons within the boundaries of the province. Yiĵitbeli Canyon is 

located 55 km from D¿zce Centre on the borders of Karakaĸ and Hoca village of Cumulca 

District.  Kurugöl Canyon is located in the village of Kurugöl, Akçakoca District. Along 

the river side is the easy and hard-to-walk trail of degrees and places to visit for nature and 

adventure lovers. 

6.5.1.8. Thermal Resources 

There are two spas within the province boundaries of Düzce. These are efteni thermal 

springs and Dersin thermal springs.  

6.5.1.8. Roads with Natural Beauty 

On the map of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, the Bolu Mountain between Düzce-

Bolu Highway and the Akçakoca-Melenaĵzē Road were noted as natural beauties.  

6.5.2. Ethnographic Tourism Resources 

Düzce province has a very rich potential in terms of ethnographic tourism resources. In 

Düzce, where archaeological excavations continue, especially in the vicinity of the 

Konuralp region and the archaeological areas are important destinations in terms of 

cultural and historical tourism. In this context, the ancient city of Prusias ad Hyprium, the 

Ancient Theater of Konurlap and the Museum of Düzce Tourism, 2018, are among the 

sources of Tourism for archaeological remains (Düzce Culture Tourism, 2018).  

http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-70741/ceneviz-kalesi-plaji-mavi-bayrak.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210429/akkaya-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210419/cuhalli-plaji-mavi-bayrak.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210430/cayagzi-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210422/akevler-plaji-mai-bayrak.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210431/edilli-agzi-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210424/kadinlar-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210432/kalkin-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210425/ayazli-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210433/karaburun-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210426/degirmenagzi-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210434/melenagzi-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210427/cinaralti-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210435/pasalar-plaji.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-210428/limoncuk-plaji.html


                              

 

6.5.2.1. Prusias ad Hypium Ancient City 

The history of the ancient city, located in the District of Konuralp, connected to the center 

of Duzce, extends BC 3th century. The tourism resources, which are the historical remains 

of the ancient city, are shown in Table 6.5. 

Table 6.5: Archaeological Remains and Historical Heritage 

Ancient Theatre The Ancient Theatre, known as forty steps among the public, was constructed in 

the Hellenistic Age (300-30 B.C.) The additions belong to the Roman period (30 

BC ï 300 AD) 

Kemerkasēm Aqueducts There are 11 retaining feet from the old water supply of the city. 

The horse Gate Monument The first group of monuments is the Horseshoe gate and its extension walls; the 

Prusias ad is the gateway to the ancient city of Hyperium. During the repair of the 

wall walls during different periods, the building materials with inscriptions were 

used. 

Roman Bridge The bridge belongs to the Roman period. Current measures 4.80x30.25x3.17, real 

measures 4.80x39.20x3.Itôs 17 meters in size. 

Genoese Castle Bricks and mortar used in the castle are similar to bricks and mortar used in other 

Genoese castles 

Image 6.3: Konuralp Antique Theater 

  

The city, which is very close to the city center, is a potential destination for tourism 

activities and an important source of tourism in the context of historical heritage. 

6.5.2.2. Düzce Konuralp Museum 

The museum, which was founded in 2003 to preserve the rich cultural heritage of the 

ancient city of Prusias ad Hyprium, was opened to public in 2003. It consists of 3 

exhibition halls, 1 laboratory, 2 storages, 1 conference hall and administrative departments. 

The museum consists of four sections: archaeology Hall, stone works Hall, ethnography 

Hall and Museum Garden. In the Museum of Konuralp, which shows the characteristics of 

the civilizations prevailing in the region within the historical process, has the collections of 

sculpture ceramic coin and ethnographic works; 1869 pieces of archaeological work, 497 

pieces of ethnographic work and 4070 pieces of coin in total 6436 pieces of historical 

works are. In our province, there are 235 immovable cultural and natural assets and 30 

archaeological sites (Konuralp Museum Directorate, 2018, Düzce Cultural Tourism). 

 

 



                              

 

6.5.2.3.Genoa Castle 

Düzce province, Akçakoca province identified with Genoese castle, 2.5 km west of the 

township, was built on a falez between the two bays. There is a high tower in the middle of 

the walls in the east-west direction to the south of the castle, and a cistern in the inner 

courtyard. (Düzce Culture Tourism, 2018).  

6.5.2.4. Akçakoca Historical Houses (Architectural Architecture)) 

These houses, which have a history of about 150 to 200 years, have beautiful examples of 

civil architecture in Akçakoca County and villages. Most of the historical houses are 

located in the upper district, which is one of the oldest settlements in the district and 

famous for its houses like this one. 160 historical houses are protected as sites. Some of the 

historic houses were restorated (Düzce Culture Tourism, 2018). 

6.5.2.5. Religious Places 

6.5.2.5.1.Mosques 

Within the boundaries of Düzce province, there are many historical buildings, tombs and 

tombs which are of religious and architectural importance for religious tourism. The bowl-

type (built without using nails) Friday mosques built using different architectural 

techniques are among the most remarkable ones. Historical mosques within the borders of 

the province are shown in table 6.6. 

Table 6.6.: Mosques 

 Hemĸin Village Mosque Cumayeri New Mosque 

 Orhan Gazi Mosque Grand (New) Mosque 

Uĵurlu Village New Meze Mosque Tepeköy Mosque 

Sarē­ºkek Mosque  Göktepe Village Mosque 

Akçakoca Central Mosque Eskimengecik Moaque 

Yenimeze Stone Mosque  

6.5.2.5.2. Tombs 

There are many tombs belonging to historical and important people within the boundaries 

of Düzce. Some of these are shown in Table 6.7. 

Table 6.7: Tombs 

Tomb of Sheikh Aliyyü-l Müslahiddin Tomb of Dede Koru 

The Tomb of Mehmet Dede Tomb of Muhapdede 

Gaziler Tomb & Mosque Tomb of Ali Hamza 

Karadere Tomb & Mosque 
 

Mosques and tombs within the boundaries of Düzce province constitute an attractive factor 

in terms of religious tourism with its traditional Turkish and modern architectural features.   

Two important routes have been determined for the religious tourism tours, including the 

Cani and mausoleums. These are located in the following table. 

 

 

http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-208190/hemsin-koyu-camii.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-208237/cumayeri-yeni-camii.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-208229/orhan-gazi-camii.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-208247/buyuk-yeni-camii.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-208249/tepekoy-camii.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-208233/saricokek-camii.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-208648/goktepe-koyu-camii.html
http://www.duzceturizm.gov.tr/TR-208234/akcakoca-merkez-camii.html


                              

 

Table 6.8: Faith Tourism Routes 

1. Route by Caming from Ankara 

Start End Distance 

Hayereddin Tokadi Hz. Tomb Friday Mosque In Kaynasli 30 km 

Kaynaĸlē Friday Mosque S. Aliyyu'l-l Muslihiddin Mausoleum 25 km 

Sheikh Aliyyü-l Müslahiddin New Meze Stone Mosque 35 km 

New Meze Stone Mosque Hemĸin Tree  Mosque 10 km 

Hemĸin Tree  Mosque Akçakoca Central Mosque 15 

Akçakoca Central Mosque Orhan Gazi Mosque 10 

2. Route by Caming from Istanbul-Sakarya 

Start End Distance 

Sheikh Aliyyü-l Müslahiddin New Meze Stone Mosque 35 km 

New Meze Stone Mosque Hemĸin Tree  Mosque 10 km 

Hemĸin Tree  Mosque Akçakoca Central Mosque 15 km 

Akçakoca Central Mosque Orhan Gazi Mosque 10 km 

Orhan Gazi Mosque Kaynaĸlē Friday Mosque 50 km 

Kaynaĸlē Friday Mosque Hayereddin Tokadi Hz. Tomb 30 km 

6.5.2.6. Festivals and Festivities 

Many festivals and festivals are organized in Düzce province in a wide variety of different 

seasons of the year. These festivals and festivals protect the mission of preserving and 

sharing the cultural and regional values of the province and constitute an attraction for both 

domestic and foreign tourism travel. Some of the festivals held in Düzce are shown in table 

6.9. 

Table 6.9: Festivals and Festivities 

Atatürk's Arrival in the Village of Greetings Celebrations Hasanlar Dam Lake Water Sports Festival 

Avlayan Village Kite Festival Kabalak Village Social Assistance and Culture 

Association Traditional Hēdrellez Festival 

Karadere Hasan Agha Village Balkan Turks Hēdrellez 

Festival 

Cabotage feast and sailing races 

Beyören Köyü Eid Festivities Monument Ceremony of Çilimli Karaköy Sheikh 

Mulihiddin Efendi 

Cilimli Local culture, art and a festival of brotherhood Karduz Plateau Festival 

Düverdüzü Village Plateau Festival Library Week 

Düzce Cycling Festival Museum Day Celebration 

Tyche Festival Of Düzce Grass Odayeri Highland Festivities 

Düzce International Folk dances and Tourism Festival Traditional Plateau culture and Tourism Festival 

Gölyaka traditional culture and Tourism Festival Tourism Week Celebrations 

Girgin Meadow Hēdrellez and Spring Festival Western Black Sea Düzce Baja Rally 

http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-213251/beyoren-koyu-kurban-bayrami-senlikleri.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-213272/odayeri-yayla-senlikleri.html


                              

 

Gºlyaka Kadērga Festivities Hidden Paradise cumulative Culture Tourism and Nature 

Festival 

G¿m¿ĸova Culture and Arts Festival  

6.5.2.7. Handicrafts 

In Düzce handicrafts vary with different fields of practice and our main handicrafts are; 

basket knitting, cane making, mother-of-pearl inlay, musical instrument production, 

filigree, rosary making, needlework, knife, Turkish ornament arts, ebru and Fine-Line Arts. 

6.5.2.5.8. Traditional  Cuisine 

Düzce province is rich in regional cuisine and hosts different tastes. This wealth of 

traditional cuisine is based on the existence of different cultures within the borders of the 

province. Some tastes/flavors in Düzce's traditional cuisine are shown in table 6.10. 

Table 6.10: Local Flavors/Tastes 

Düzce Meatballs*  Novel Roasting 

Hinkali (Georgian Mantis) Raw Pastry 

Salty Bonito Anchovy in frying pan 

Walnut Black Cabbage Akçakoca Mancarli Pitta*  

Haluj  Laz Böreĵi 

Anchovies bread Kakliyani (aubergine with walnuts) 

Abista Niyoris Skali 

Walnut Filled Flatbread Cranberry Tarhana 

Akçakoca Meleng¿­­eĵi Dessert* Grape Custard 

Konuralp Rice Pumpkin Dessert 

Rice With Anchovies Mancar Dible 

Hazelnut Candy Cheese bread (khachapuri) 

Processed Cheese Oturtma 

*Local delicacies marked with a geographical sign. 

Source: Culture Portal, 2018 

6.5.2.9. Akçakoca Ancient Houses and Local Products Market  

Those who come to the market of local products established by women in Upper district 

where they have 200 years of bag houses have the opportunity to breathe the historical 

atmosphere. Akçakoca's oldest quarter, upper District, established in the local market place 

is an important tourist destination of holiday makers. At the end of the weekend, holiday 

makers have the opportunity to make local purchases in the bazaar, which is frequented by 

tour buses coming from Ankara, Istanbul and nearby cities. The village and natural 

products market exhibited by the residents of the neighborhood is very popular on 

weekends.  

6.5.2.10. Libraries  

There are 7 libraries throughout the province. The libraries in our province are shown in 

table 6.11. 

 



                              

 

 

 

Table 6.11: Libraries 

Düzce Provincial Public Library Prof.Dr. Necmettin Erbakan Public Library 

Akçakoca Provincial Public Library Kaynaĸlē Provincial Public Library 

Gölyaka Provincial Public Library Yēĵēlca Provincial Public Library 

Çilimli Provincial Public Library  

6.6. Tourism Infrastructure and Services  

The tourism infrastructure of Duzce province and the topics covered within the scope of 

services include the number of sub-categories and enterprises/facilities for accommodation, 

travel, Food & Beverage, recreation, entertainment, culture-arts and sports industries. 

6.6.1. Accommodation Industry 

Information about hotel and room numbers within provincial borders is shown in the table 

below.  

Table 6.12: Numerical Values of Accommodation Sector 

Accommodation Statistics Certified By the Ministry as of 31.01.2019 

City 

Number of 

Facilities with 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Rooms with 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Beds with 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Investment 

Certificated 

Facilities 

Number of 

Rooms with 

Investment 

Certificate 

Number of 

Beds with 

Investment 

Certificate 

Düzce 16 726 1 697 9 362 754 

Municipality -Certified Accommodation Planning Statistics as of 03.12.2018 

City 
Number of Municipality 

Certified Facilities 

Number of Rooms with Municipal 

Certificate 

Number of Beds with 

Municipal Certificate 

Düzce 72 1 458 3 293 

Source: T. R. Culture and Tourism Ministry, 2019. 

The number of travel agencies, Food & Beverage establishments, culture-arts institutions 

and sports enterprises within the borders of the province is presented with the 

subcategories in the table below.  

6.6.2. Travel, Food & Beverage, Entertainment, Culture-Arts and Sports Industries 

Table 6.13: Numerical Values for Travel, Food & Beverage, Entertainment, Culture-Arts 

and Sports Industries 

Categories 
Number Of 

Establishments 

Travel agencies (A, B and C groups) 20 



                              

 

Restaurants 

Sub-categories: Turkish Cuisine, Lahmacun And Pitta Makers Fish Restaurant, Catering 

Services, Raw Meatballs, Chinese Cuisine, Soup, World Cuisine, Spreader, Rotary, Home 

Cookers, Fast Food-Pizza, French Restaurant, Pancake-Hair Roasting, Indian Cuisine, Iĸkembeci, 

Italian Restaurant, Canteens, Breakfast Halls, Kabap Saloons, Meat-Chicken-Grill, Kokoreç, 

Mexican Cuisine, Barbecue, Far Eastern Cuisine, Vegetarian Cuisine 

119 

Entertainment Venues 

Sub-categories: Family Tea Rooms, Bars and Discos, Billiard Halls, Beer Halls, Bowling Halls, 

Tea Halls, Wedding Organizations, Casinos, Night Clubs, Cafeterias, Coffee Houses, Locales, 

Pubs, Wine Houses, Taverna and Musicals, Folk Houses, Cafe Chains. 

34 

Culture and art  

Sub-categories: Antiques, Handicrafts, Show and Boards Arts, Cultural Centers, Restoration of 

Cultural and Artistic Works, Library and Archives, Auctions, Museums, Music Houses, Parks, 

Botanik and Zoo Gardens, Art Galleries, Artists, Trade in Artistic Goods, Exhibitions and Fairs, 

Cinema Halls, Theatre Halls 

3 

Sports Industry 

Sub-categories: Sports Equipment, Water Sports, Tennis, Tourism and Recreational Sports 

Facilities, Far Eastern Sports, Yoga Sports, Swimming Pools, Sports Clubs, Sports Event 

Organizers, Sports Instructors, Sports Support and Business Services, Winter Sports And Skiing, 

Gym Halls, Turf  Grounded Football Arenas, Fitness Halls, Mountaineering, Various Sports 

Halls and Facilities, Equestrian, Equestrian Materials and Accessories, Special Sports and 

Wellness Centers for Women, Basketball, Hunting and Hunting Equipments. 

11 

Source: Düzce Culture and Tourism Provincial Directorate; Culture Portal, Investment 

Enterprises Application 2018, Find, 2018. 

6.6.3. Tourism Information Offices 

There are 2 tourism information offices within the province of Duzce, and the information 

offices and their addresses are shown in table 6.13 below. 

Table 6.14: Tourism Information Offices 

Central Tourism Information Office Mosquekebir Neighborhood, Istanbul CD. No:45 Center/Duzce 

Akçakoca Tourism Information Office Central Mosque  Akçakoca/Düzce 

6.6.3. Recreation Areas 

The concept of recreation, in short, can be defined as the re-access to the disturbed 

integrity of the human being to live healthy and work efficiently. Recreation is considered 

as a necessary phenomenon in increasing people's commitment to life and their life span, 

and considers it as the key to spiritual and physical fitness. The fact that Recreation is an 

activity necessary for the psychosomatic health of the people who are tired of modern age 

increases the values of recreation areas within the frame of the height of the possibilities 

for performing the functions expected from them. At the top of the recreational areas are 

water banks and forest areas(Altēnºz et al., 2014). The main issues related to the rectional 

areas within the borders of the province are as follows:  

6.6.3.1. Bird Observation 

Lake Efteni Bird Paradise is home to about 150 species of water birds. It is possible for 

you to participate in a wonder of the earth that nature has generously presented with bird-

watching terraces and a promotional Center for visitors to view the lake around it (culture 

portal, 2018). 

6.6.3.2. Plant Observation 

Duzce, Euro-Siberian (Euxine) flora area is under the influence of the Mediterranean Flora 

area. The influence of Central Anatolia is less in Düzce region. On the other hand, the 



                              

 

Mudurnu Stream, which is the branch of the Sakarya River, opened to the Central 

Anatolian Region from the south of Düzce and the western Black Sea Region; and north of 

the Elmacēk Mountain; Due to the warm and humid effects of the Melen River, which is 

born from Lake Efteni, it is under the influence of the West Aegean due to its local 

Mediterranean climate. Kaplandede Mountain, which is located between Akçakoca and 

Düzce, is fully affected by Euro-Siberian flora area, while the northern slopes of 

Kaplandede Mountain facing the Black Sea are under the influence of Western Aegean. 

D¿zce, Elmacēk Mountain, Efteni Lake, Kaplandede Mountain, Karanlēk Dere Valley and 

Uĵur Suyu Valley, which have regional plant crossing points, have rare flora and 

vegetation ecosystems and rare plant habitats (Düzce Culture Tourism, 2018). 

6.6.3.3. Alternative Water Sports 

Alternative water sports that can be done within the boundaries of Düzce province are 

Rafting (Melen River), Sailing and Canoeing, Underwater Dive Sports and Angling. In this 

area, the project works are carried out for Yayakbaĸē Lake to be the center of water sports. 

6.6.3.4. Mountain and Nature Wolking  

The natural beauties of Düzce Province offer different opportunities for both tranquility 

seekers and adventure lovers. Sunbathing on the beaches in summer heat, walking in the 

forests changing color and texture as they rise, recognizing different ethnic and cultural 

identities in the highlands, watching the magical beauty of the waterfalls are among the 

ones that can be experienced (Düzce Culture Tourism, 2018). Düzce province has many 

walking routes with its forest paths, stream beds and pedestrians. The most important 

feature of the parkurs is passing through waterfalls, highlands and ponds, the natural 

beauty of the areas. There are more than 20 trekking tracks in Düzce forests and streams 

with a total length of over 500 km (Düzce Governorship, 2018). 

Some of the hiking trails in the area are in the form of a ring, while others are in the form 

of a point-to-point. Ring-shaped trails, odayeri, are located in the plateau and heel plateaus. 

There are 4 medium-sized walking trails in the Odayeri crossing, 5 ring tracks in the 

Kardüz-Plateau, 5 in the middle and 1 in the middle and 5 in the middle. The last of the 

ring-shaped tracks are on the highland. On the Topuk Highland 1 easy 4 medium difficulty 

difficulty from the 5 ring ring trekking is the place of lovers. On the other hand, the trails 

that start at a certain point and end at a certain point take place especially in the areas 

where waterfalls are located. Güzeldere-Aydēnpēnar, G¿zeldere-Derebalēk and Samandere-

Derdin, Samandere-Abant Trails come to the fore as point-to-point hiking trails. These 

trails are also usually of medium difficulty. These trails can also be preferred as hiking 

trails. Professional mountain climbers, campers and hikers who want to walk with more 

than 10 highlands from Topuk Plateau to Kardüz Plateau and have a unique view of nature 

can reach the summits of plateau tourism (Düzce Governorship, 2018). 

6.6.3.5. Picnic Areas 

Within the boundaries of Düzce province, there are a large number of areas where local 

people and visitors from outside can have picnics. Some of these are shown in table 6.15. 

Table 6.15: Picnic Areas 

Cumayanē Picnic Area Dedekoru Promenade Area 

Akkaya Picnic Area Bakacak Waterfall Picnic  Area 

Sarēyayla Waterfall Picnic  Area Yazlēk Village Waterfall Picnic Area 

Güzeldere Waterfall  Nature Park Picnic area Samandere Waterfall Nature Monument Picnic Area 

http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-213302/cumayani-piknik-ve-mesire-alani.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-213303/akkaya-piknik-ve-mesire-alani.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-213330/bakacak-selalesi-piknik-ve-mesire-alani.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-213309/sariyayla-selalesi-piknik-ve-mesire-alani.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-213331/yazlik-koyu-piknik-ve-mesire-alani.html
http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-213313/guzeldere-selalesi-tabiat-parki-piknik-ve-mesire-alani.html


                              

 

Deĵirmentepe Village Picnic Area ¢amlēpēnar Lake picnic area 

Cultural Park Girgin Meadow picnic area 

Yēĵēlca Southern Promenade Area Tepeköy Promenade Area 

Dereköy Promenade Area Soĵuksu Promenade Area 

Source: Düzce Cultur Tourism, 2018. 

6.6.3.6.Photo Safari 

Efteni Lake Bird Paradise hosts about 150 kinds of water bird species. In order to be able 

to watch the lake in the vicinity, it is possible to participate in a wonder of the earth which 

is generously offered by nature with its bird view terraces and a publicity center where 

visitors can get information (Culture Portal, 2018). 

6.6.3.7. Bee Safari 

Düzce province has a very convenient potential especially for Ari safari tours. Düzce 

University in the District established by the center of dagem aracēlēyor Bee safaris of the 

county increases the power of attraction.  

6.6.3.8. Adventure Sports 

Düzce province is a unique tourism destination for macare lovers. Outside the above 

mentioned activities within the boundaries of the province, there are many recreational 

activities that can be carried out on the air and on the land. These are described below.   

6.6.3.9.Paragliding 

The cultural park located in gölyaka District is suitable for paragliding and sailing flight 

(Düzce Governorship, 2018).  

6.6.3.10.Moto-Cross Sports 

Besides the track, which hosts races such as the European Moto-Cross Championship in 

district on the edge of Tem Highway, Moto-Cross tours can be carried out in Torkul-

Derdin-Çiçekli-kocayla-Abant regions(Düzce Governorship, 2018).   

6.6.3.11. Off-Road 

Every year, in the spring and autumn seasons, off-road races are held in Kurugöl and 

Darier Yörük regions. Heel-Karduz off-road trails, on the other hand, are among the places 

preferred by adventurous trekkers with good stamina, walking experience and ability to 

find directions (Düzce prefecture, 2018). 

6.6.3.12.Camping and Caravan Tourism 

The camp center of international sports clubs in the Highland of the heel welcomes many 

national and international athletes. In addition, there are many areas in Akçakoca, which 

can be accommodated by tourists traveling by tents or caravans. Other areas suitable for 

camping include Odayeri Highland, Culturepark, Güzeldere, pureLi Highland, Girgin 

Highland and Yaylatepe (Düzce Governorship, 2018).  

6.6.3.13.Mountain Bike 

In Düzce, where cycling is very common, various national and international organizations 

are organized(Düzce Governorship, 2018). 

 

 

http://duzcekultur.gov.tr/TR-213314/degirmentepe-koyu-piknik-ve-mesire-alani.html


                              

 

6.6.3.14.Orientr ing  

Düzce Orientring is home to the Orientring Championship held every year in partnership 

with the Turkish Orientring Federation and Youth Services Sports Provincial Directorate 

(Düzce Governorship, 2018).  

6.6.3.15.ATV and Rally and Jeep Safari Tours 

Sports clubs are organized with ATV vehicles around the camp Center. On the other hand, 

using elmacēk Mountains, Kaplandede Mountain, Demircanönü Nature Conservation Area, 

geyikbeli, Seven Lakes and Bolu Mountains, rally races are held.  Jeep safari can also be 

built in an area of 146 km, starting from the topuk plateau and passing the Gemini, 

Yeniyurt, Sakarca, fly, Kocayaya, Kentli, Hera, Purli, Fish and Karduz Highlands(Düzce 

Governor, 2018).  

6.6.3.16.Ancestor Sports 

The types of sports that can be performed in the frame of Ata sports in Düzce are oily 

wrestling, wrestling, javelin, archery, shooting and hunting. Thanks to the shooting 

Polygon in elmacēk village of G¿m¿ĸova District, studies are carried out for shooting and 

hunting sports. On the other hand, the open areas in the District of gölyaka, Kuyudüzü 

location are suitable for archery and horse sports such as Cirit. In Beyöreren village of 

Cumayeri and Akçakoca, oil wrestling tournaments are traditionally held every year 

(Düzce Governorship, 2018). Table 6.16 shows the types and areas of sports tourism that 

can be done within the boundaries of the province. 

Table 6.16: Sports Tourism Types and Areas 

Sports Tourism Type Fields to be Done 

Nature Trekking (Trekking) Odayeri, Kardüz, Topuk, Güzeldere, Samandere 

Camping Areas Pürenli, Odayeri, Topuk, Culturepark 

Water Sports (Sailing) Akçakoca Çuhallē Beach, Melenaĵzē Beach, ¢ayaĵzē Beach, 

Water sports (fishing) Akçakoca Beaches, Hasanlar Dam Lake 

Water sports (Rafting) Hasanlar, Torkul, Yayakbaĸē, B¿y¿k Melen, Melenaĵzē 

Water Sports (Jet Ski) Cumayeri 

Aquatics (underwater diving) Ak­akoca Kalkēn Beach 

Climbing Kardüz Highland 

Bird observation  Efteni Lake 

Paragliding, Paramotor, Ultralight  Culturepark, Bakacak 

Motorcycle, Auto-Drag-Outomobile Races  Cumayeri 

Jeep Safari Ķkizler, Yeniyurt, Sakarca, Sinekli, Kocayayla, ķehirli, Hera, 

Pürenli, Balēklē ve Kard¿z Highlands 

ATV Topuk Highland, Güzeldere 

Moto-Cross Kaynaĸlē Yarēĸ Runway 

Off-Road Kaynaĸlē Kurugºl, Yºr¿kler Higland 

Horse sports (Cirit, archery) Kuyudüzü 

Shooting and Hunting Elmacēk 



                              

 

Horse Sports (Greasy Wrestling) Kalēcē Konutlar, Cumayeri, Beyören 

Oryantrinng Kurugºl, The City Forest, The Elmacēk Mountains 

Source: Düzce Governorship, 2018. 

6.6.3.17.Aqua Parks 

Düzce de aquaark is the only business that serves as a Düzce Aquaark. Düzce Aquapark, 

which brings together water and Entertainment, serves in Düzce in order to address many 

deficiencies in this area. It is the only company in its own area between Istanbul and 

Ankara (Düzce Aquapark, 2018). 

6.7. Recommendations for Tourism, Routes for Tourism Types 

With its advantageous geographical location in Düzce, it enables the execution of 

numerous alternative tourism types in the Black Sea basin as well as traditional tourism. 

Düzce province has a wide tourism potential in terms of tourism routes, especially in terms 

of culture and nature-based tourism. In addition to its historical and religious places, Düzce 

also has a tourism infrastructure that can host attractive and entertaining tourist activities 

for visitors with its high plateaus, streams and waterfalls, and festivals and festivals that 

live their Local Tastes/Flavors and traditions. Düzce province is a tourism destination 

suitable for branding especially for Highland tourism and adventure sports. 

6.8. Vision Study for Düzce  

Due to the fact that the region is a lake in the past, the alluvial lands, rivers and watershed 

nature, the ecological identity of Düzce is very strong and valuable. The elements that give 

the city the ñGreen D¿zceò identity are microclimate, valleys, forest and Highland systems, 

water basin quality, plant diversity and living species in this system. The Bolu Mountain 

system and the Black Sea coast surrounding the Düzce Plain determine the climate and 

ecological identity of the basin. Düzce, Istanbul and Ankara metropolitan areas are located 

in the middle of 20 million markets entering the hinterland. In the east, Istanbul, Kocaeli 

and Sakarya, and in the West, Ankara offers great opportunities for Düzce within two 

hours. The new urban conduction of Düzce should be based on the innovative development 

corridors supported by public transport systems, accessible, diverse and differentiated 

thematic foci, green network and urban development strategies that limit uncontrolled 

urban expansion, and the urban development direction (Urban Vision, 2018). 

Within the scope of clean production of Düzce, the sectors that have the potential of 

branding are organic agriculture, agro - culture -tourism, health sector and archeology. In 

the process of branding of sectors; increasing productivity through clean production, 

marketing strategies should be determined and promoted. Cultural values to contribute to 

the economy of Düzce, women to participate in the city and the economy in the fields of 

culinary arts, gastronomy and handicrafts should be carried out into the tourism sector by 

carrying out studies. It should also be integrated with regional ecological tourism with its 

chain / tourism in the forest plains and spas, where the natural values it has, in order to 

create added value by providing protection and usage balance. Konuralp should provide 

added value in archaeological, touristic and cultural areas in cooperation with Düzce 

University (Urban Vision, 2018). Supporting the specialization areas in Turkey, Duzce 

University, the center of that process of traditional and complementary medicine 

applications in the field of health tourism will contribute to branding of Düzce in this 

context. 

 

 



                              

 

7. TOURISM POTENTIAL OF KOCAELI  PROVINCE 

 

7.1. Geographic Location 

Kocaeli is surrounded by the Black Sea in the north, Bursa in the South, Istanbul in the 

West and Istanbul in the Northwest and Sakarya in the East. Kocaeli plateau in the North, 

there are a small number of hills. The mountains cover 18.8 percent of Kocaeli province 

territory. In the northern part of the province there are hills in individual masses and in the 

southern part there are Samanlē Mountains (E-Kent, 2018). 

The name of Izmit Metropolitan Municipality, which has been operating as Metropolitan 

Municipality since 1993, has been changed to Kocaeli Metropolitan Municipality with the 

Law No. 5216 enacted in 2004 and the same law has been adopted as the boundaries of 

Kocaeli Metropolitan Municipality as the province property limit. With this change, the 

service area of Kocaeli Metropolitan Municipality increased from 32 km2 to 350 km2 and 

expanded to about 110 km2. It is increased by approximately 800% from 676.202. Kocaeli 

province has been constructed with 13 municipalities together with the Central 

Metropolitan Municipality as an administrative structure (Kocaeli municipality, 2018).  

7.2. Socio-Economic and Demographic Characteristics 

Kocaeli as an industrial city, it is a region where 69.9 percent of GDP is produced in the 

industrial sector and approximately 300 thousand 300 industrial companies affiliated to the 

Chamber of industry operate in the province. These industrial organizations mainly 

gathered in Gebze, Izmit and Gulf counties. 18 of the 100 largest industrial enterprises in 

Turkey are located in Kocaeli. Kocaeli's share in domestic and foreign trade in terms of 

manufacturing industry is 13 percent. The chemical industry ranks first with 28 per cent of 

the share of the important sectors operating in Kocaeli in Turkey. This is followed by metal 

goods, automotive, machinery and stone and soil-based industry. Approximately 10 

percent of the total electricity consumed throughout the country is evaluated by the Kocaeli 

industry. Utilizing advanced technology in its production, Kocaeli industrialist has 

increased its ability to compete on a global scale. There are more than 100 foreign capital 

industrial enterprises in Kocaeli. There are also 12 organized industrial zones in the 

province, 7 Active. In addition to the industrial organizations concentrated in the region, 

scientific research and development centers add strength to the Kocaeli economy. Sabancē 

University, Marmara Research Center, Gebze Institute of Technology, TÜBITAK, TSE 

Center Laboratories, TEKMER (Technology Development Center), TÜBITAK 

technopark, Gebze OIZ technopark and Kocaeli University technopark are institutions and 

organizations that add momentum to the technological development of the industry. 

Kocaeli has been ranked first in the country for the last 10 years in terms of per capita 

annual income. This value is about two and a half times the average of Turkey. Kocaeli is 

second in Turkey with 17.41 percent in terms of contribution to general budget and tax 

revenues and Kocaeli municipality, 2018). 

According to the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute, Kocaeli has a population of 

1,883,270 as of 2017. 50.61% of the population is male and 49.39% is female. The 

population of the province increases by 2.5% on average over the years. It can be said that 

the majority of the population (50-60%) is composed of Evli(Kocaeli municipality, 2018).  

7.3. Infrastru cture 

Kocaeli province's accessible market size, proximity to this market and its strong and 

integrated transportation infrastructure are among the preferences that investors consider in 

the investment process.  Planning and project of the country's largest projects in the field of 



                              

 

sea, air and highway to cover Kocaeli indicates that the region will be a more valuable area 

in terms of investments in the future. Marmaray project, North Marmara Motorway project 

and integrated environment and motorway projects with this project, Izmir-Bursa-Istanbul 

motorway project and the Osmangazi Bridge, Karasu Port, Cengiz Topel Airport and many 

projects that are in the planning phase will increase Kocaeli's power in 

transportation/access (Kocaeli, 2018). 

Since 2004, 3,367 km of drinking water, 2,376 km of sewage, 298 km of rainwater line has 

been furnished and 58 km of stream has been rehabilitated. Thus, for many years, an 

infrastructure system has been created to endure without any problems, without digging on 

the ground. Kocaeli Metropolitan Municipality, which carries out infrastructure studies 

throughout the city, including villages from çayērova to Kartepe, Kanira to Karam¿rsel, has 

completed the infrastructure studies. Since 2009, 643 kilometers of sewage, 451 kilometers 

of drinking water, 1.5 collector, 60 kilometers of promotion and 89 kilometers of rainwater 

line has built (Emlak Kulisi, 2018).  

7.4. Transportation Possibilities, Connections 

The most important factor in the industrialization of Kocaeli, is that it has all transportation 

facilities. Transportation through land and railway networks is made especially in Europe 

and the Middle East, and maritime transport with ports has reached an important 

dimension. Proximity to important trade and industrial centers such as Istanbul and Bursa 

makes Kocaeli a priority in terms of investments. Kocaeli's City Center is 85 km away 

from Izmit. Located on the West Side of Istanbul, Kocaeli, which was opened to the world 

by Sabiha Gokcen airport, is also connected to Ankara by the TEM motorway. 

International Istanbul Atatürk Airport 90 km. is located. It is also 50 km from Sabiha 

Gokcen International Airport. is located. In terms of Public Port (Derince and Yarēmca) 

and sea transport facilities, 5 of them are at the inner point of Anatolia (Kocaeli 

Municipality, 2018). 

7.5. Analysis of Tourism Resources 

Tourism resources of the province are evaluated under two headings: natural and 

ethnographic tourism resources.  

7.5.1. Natural Tourism Resources  

7.5.1.1.Highlands 

7.5.1.1. Lamb Highland 

By the way, surrounded by pine, Beech, linden trees and colorful flowers, it is seen that 

fresh air, panoramic views and wild nature mingle with each other. Celtepe is one of the 

few mountains with sea views and has a unique beauty that can be enjoyed in summer and 

winter (Kocaeli Culture Tourism, 2018).) 

7.5.1.2. Aytepe Menekse Highland  

Menekse plateau, which contains traces of the traditional Eastern Black Sea plateau, takes 

its name from Menekse flower which adorns the region in spring.  

7.5.1.3 Inonu Highland  

Inonu Plateau is a plateau worth seeing at an altitude of 1050 meters. There are scattered 

houses in the plateau, which is about 500 meters wide. The people who migrated from the 

Black Sea began to rise from the hardened dirt road. It is possible to see the signs of the 

walking route with the works of Kocaeli Metropolitan Municipality. 

 



                              

 

7.5.1.4. Traditional  (Sea, Sand, Sun) Tourism 

Within the boundaries of Kocaeli province 4 districts can be entered into the sea. Natural 

beaches preferred by tourists in Kocaeli are shown in table 7.1. 

Table 7.1: Beaches 

Districts Beaches 

Kandira (Kerpe)  Kēdraô depending on kerpe, the blue sea, pine forests and a charming Black Sea village. Kerpe, 

which is not affected by the harsh waves of the Black Sea, has natural bays, a shallow sea and 

sandy beaches up to 150 m. 

Kandēra (Kefken) Kefken, which is connected to Kandēra, is one of the most developed coastal settlements. With its 

sea, sandy beaches and pine forests, it has indispensable features like kerpe. 27 km to Kandira. At 

the Blue Flag Cebeci Beach, the clear sea, sandy beach and pine forests are prominent. 

Karamürsel Karam¿rsel Altēnkemer Beach is one of the two beaches with blue flag along with Kandira 

Cebeci beach in Kocaeli. Bayramoĵlu Beach (connected to Gebze), Ereĵli Kumyalē Beach 

(connected to Karam¿rsel), Yukganlē, Kovanaĵzē and Sarēsu (connected to Kandēra) are the other 

beaches of the city. 

Source: Kocaeli Culture Tourism, 2018. 

Image 7.1: Karam¿rsel Altēnkemer Beach 

 

Source: Kocaeli Culture Tourism, 2018. 

7.5.1.5. Thermal Resources 

There are three thermal water sources within the boundaries of Kocaeli province and their 

names and properties are shown in table 7.2. 

 

 

 



                              

 

Table 7.2: Thermal Centers 

Thermal Centers Features 

The Healing Waters 

Masukiye 

On the slopes of  Kartepe, these waters near Mashukiye come out of the fundalēk and 50 

m from the sea. at a height. Water rises 0.5 L per second and its temperature is 20 

degrees. Is good for skin and stomach diseases. 

Yeniköy Summer Resort 15 km from Izmit via Gölcük road. in the South, located within the boundaries of 

Yeniköy Summer Resort, 3 km from the sea. is located. The water from the ayazma of the 

Byzantine period enters the group of oligometalic waters with sulphur and kalevi. 

Soĵuksu the Healing 

Water 

It is known that the cold water in the Bahçecik District of the Center has given its name to 

the region and it is good for stomach ailments. 

Source: Kocaeli Culture Tourism, 2018. 

7.5.1.6.Winter Tourism  

Kartepe is an important center of winter tourism in Turkey at the summit of the mountain 

overlooking Izmit Bay and Sapanca Lake. It is possible to reach Kartepe at the end of the 

journey by following the 17 km long Forest Road starting from maĸukiye.  It is the closest 

address to those who are willing to ski with an hour's distance to Istanbul.  

Image 7.2: Kartepe Winter Scene 

 

Source: Kocaeli Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism, 2018. 

7.5.1.7. Nature Parks 

7.5.1.7.1. Beĸkayalar Nature Park-Baĸiskele 

After passing a few villages from the hills where you will start to go with the view of Bay 

and Izmit, a walking distance from Yuvacik is reached to Aytepe village. Trekking is 

performed in the region opened for weekend tourism. Menekĸe Highland and Beĸkayalar 

Nature Park can be reached on foot from the canyon where the Cold Stream intersects the 

hot stream. The region is also suitable for camping tents(cult portal, 2018). 



                              

 

7.5.1.7.2. Ballēkayalar Valley - Gebze  

Balēklayalar Valley, which is declared as "Natural Park and natural site" in the rabbit 

village of Gebze, is 1.5 km away. it is 40-80 meters wide in length. The Balēklayalar 

Valley, where climbers descend and climb, is the karst Strait with its geomorphological 

forms developed as a result of melting limestone stones. Within the valley, there are lake, 

waterfalls and travertines reaching the Ballēkaya Stream. In the canyon, where there are 

Plains suitable for camping, there are hiking areas on their back to the East and West. 

7.5.1.7.3 Uzuntarla Nature Park Ormanya ïKartepe 

Kocaeli Metropolitan Municipality, Kartepe district within the boundaries of Uzuntarla, 

plant and animals to live in the environment near the natural conditions, Uzuntarla Nature 

Park Forest; consists of 6 main regions. The area has a zoo, botanical road, free wild area, 

nature leisure area, holiday, and wildlife rescue and rehabilitation center. The forest, where 

all the details are considered for visitors, aims to preserve the habitat of the animals living 

in it, while providing a versatile service where they can experience different activities and 

experiences with their natural beauty. This giant project spans 4000 acres, with a total of 

59 different types of 700 animals, 40 vehicles caravan camp area, 600 car parking free, 100 

tents camping area, 8 km bike, 24 km walking track and 5000 people promenade area, 

ensuring that people experience the closest and safe with nature. 

7.5.1.7.4. Eriklitepe Nature Park ï Gölcük 

It is possible to find every color of the Green among the big trees in Erik Tepe Nature 

Park, which is the resting center of Kocaeli, which is intertwined with the most important 

nature. The Natural Park, which is 17 km away, is located on the 600-acre Erikli Düzü 

Plateau, in the village of Irĸadiye, on the border of the Beylik Village.  The ñErik Tepe 

Nature Parkò is a comprehensive tourism complex that can be used by day visitors as well 

as those who want to stay in the day, although there are functions such as Birlik camp and 

picnic areas, cruise towers, bungalow type houses, special hiking trails, Masjid, tent 

camping areas, adventure park, cafes, tea gardens, etc.within the scope of the project, 

which 

7.5.1.8. Canyons 

7.5.1.8.1. Serindere Canyon 

Serindere Canyon, which has 6 waterfalls ranging in height from 10 to 20 meters, is 

Kocaeli's and the hardest Canyon in the region. It is 26 km from Izmit(Ashtray Portal, 

2018). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                              

 

Image 7.3: Serindere Canyon 

 

Source: Kocaeli Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism, 2018. 

7.5.1.9.Caves 

There are three natural caves within the boundaries of Kocaeli province and their names 

and characteristics are shown in table 7.3. 

Table 7.3: Caves 

Caves Features 

Cirbin Ali Cave  It is stated that the cave, where stalactite and stalagmite are frequently seen, is 2 km long by 

the people of the region. In the study, approximately 100 m of the cave was entered. It will 

be possible to see the very rich and different types of droplets when all are visited. 

Veysel Candan Cave It is stated that the cave is about 200 m long. The cave, which is formed in the recrystal 

limestone, has an approximate East - West Slope and its entrance is on the West Side. 

Parsēk Cave  Baĸiskele District, Yuvacik district, Kazandere village located in the cave, rich with droplet 

formations and the ones who see is a natural formation attracted. It is worth seeing with 

stalactites, stalactites, columns and onion shaped droplets. 

Source: Culture Portal, 2018.  

7.5.2. Ethnographic Tourism Resources 

7.5.2.1. Archaeological Remains 

7.5.2.1.1.Hannibal Monument Tomb 

He was a Carthage politician and general of the Sami race who lived between 247 BC and 

183 BC. He was born in 247 BC in Kartaca. The famous hero of the first Pön war was the 

son of the Carthage Commander, Hamilcar Barca.  There is a monument built in memory 

of itself in TÜBITAK campus located in Gebze(Külür portal, 2018). 

7.5.2.1.2. Three Hills Tumulus 

The tumuli, which are located on the old Istanbul road about 3 km to the center of Izmit, 

have also given their name to the region. The tumuli, which are thought to be king tombs, 



                              

 

are located in Kabaoglu Üçtepeler Village. The first tomb, called the Aytepe tumulus, was 

found to be a tumulus from the late Hellenistic early Roman Period (Culture Portal 2018). 

7.5.2.1.3.Ancient Aqueduct 

In the north of Izmit Center, it is located on the site of the river bed between Karaüzüm 

Sirki and the settlement area in Üçtepeler. About 50 meters. length, 15 meters. the 

foundations of the Roman period, which were built in two storeys and height, bear the 

traces of the Roman period. It is understood from ancient sources that the aqueduct was 

built by Nicomedia governor Plinyus during the reign of the emperor Trajan in the 2nd 

century AD (Culture Portal 2018). 

7.5.2.1.4. Gültepe Necropolis - Izmit -Kocaeli 

It is approximately 2 km far away to the center of Izmit Gultepe neighborhood, on the old 

road to Istanbul and the TEM highway. The ancient necropolis and the remains of sacred 

buildings from the Byzantine period (hippoje) were revealed by the roadwork of the 

highways (Culture Portal 2018). 

7.5.2.2. Museums and Ruins  

There are 7 museums and historical sites within the borders of Kocaeli province and their 

names and characteristics are shown in table 7.4. 

Table 7.4: Museums and Ruins 

Kocaeli Archaeology 

and Ethnography 

Museum 

Built between 873-1910, the historical Gar buildings complex consists of a repair workshop, a 

water reservoir, a lodging building and two Tekel warehouses. Roman, Byzantine and 

Ottoman period works are exhibited. 

Kasr-ē Humayun-

Palace Museum 

For the first time, IV. It was built on wooden foundations during the reign of Murat. the 

building reached our reputation is the palace built during the reign of Sultan Abdülaziz (1861-

1876). Neo-classical style, European Barak style, 2-storey facade is covered with marble. 

TCG Gayret 

Shipbuilding Company 

In 1946, the ship built by the United States was named USA Everson. In 1973, the USA 

Everson ship was transferred to the Turkish Navy command and TCG was called as arduous. 

TCG Zeppelin, museum-ship project in accordance with the understanding of modern 

museology was decorated in 1997 as TCG Zeppelin Museum opened to visit the coast of 

Izmit. 

TCG Hēzēr Reis 

Museum 

2. As one of the first undersea vessels with high standing and strike power after World War 

II, he served as USS Gudgeon for 30 years and was handed over to Turkish Naval Forces in 

TCG Hēzērreis, a Turkish flag flagged in California in 1983. In 2004, the museum was altered 

by the Naval Command and started to display on Izmit Beach. 

Osman Hamdi Bey 

House and Museum 

It was built by the Great Turkish musician and painter Osman Hamdi Bey (1842-1910) in 

Gebze-Eskihisar village in 1884 as a mansion, a painting shop, a boathouse and an estate. 

Most of the building materials of the pavilion, drawn by it and influenced by French 

architecture, were brought from abroad. 

Atatürk and the Redif 

Museum 

The Redif office was built by Izmit Mutasarrifē Hasan Pasa in 1863. In the second ampir 

style, it is a semi-kagir barracks type building. It is important that Izmit's Redif apartment, 

which was built for redif officers in the Ottoman Empire, looked like a ceiling pen. 

Kocaeli Science Center 

and Seka Paper 

Museum 

There are workshops and exhibitions on paper art such as paper making workshops and Ebru. 

It is possible to deal with the paper arts such as origami, Kirigami, paper painting, Hüsn-I 

Hat, miniature, illumination and Ebru, which can make its own paper in the ñhandmade paper 

workshopòwith the special section of the activity reserved in the museum. 

Source: Kocaeli Culture Tourism, 2018. 

 

 



                              

 

7.5.2.3. Historical Places 

Historical places in Kocaeli vary considerably. The province is rich in historical places. 

Historical places within the borders of the province are shown in Table 7.5. 

Table 7.5: Historical Sites 

Castles 

Sparse Castle  

Eskihisar Castle 

Historical Houses 

Saraylē Village Houses 

Kapanca Street Historic 

Monument Tombs 

Imre Monument Of Tökeli 

Akçakoca Bey Monument Tomb 

Karamürsel Bey Monument Tomb 

Bridges 

Valide Sultan Bridge  

Kilezdere Bridge 

Architect Sinan Bridge 

Fatih Sultan Mehmet Marquee Hünkar Fountain and Meadow 

Kaiser Wilhelm Mansion Süleyman Pasha Creek Bath-Kocaeli 

Çoban Mustafa Pasha Complex  

Source: Culture Portal, 2018.  

7.5.2.4. Religious Places 

There are 14 historic mosques within the borders of the province. These mosques are 

shown in Table 7.6. 

7.5.2.4.1.Mosques 

Table 7.6: Historical Mosques 

Pertev Mehmet Pasha (New Friday) Mosque and Complex Fevziye Mosque-Izmit 

Sultan Orhan Mosque-Gebze Orhan Mosque (Gazi Süleyman Pasha Mosque) 

Ba­ ¢ēnarlē Mosque  Alaca Mosque-Izmit 

Hikmetiye Mosque-Derbent Abdusselam (Imaret) Mosque - Kocaeli 

Akçakoca Mosque (Dere Mosque) - Kocaeli Hüseyin Pasha Mosque-Izmit 

Çerkez Mehmet Efendi Mosque (Atalar Mosque) - Kocaeli Yumurtaci Mosque-Izmit 

Portakaloĵlu Mustafa Agha Masjid- (Portakal Hafēz) Hadji Ayvaz Mosque-Izmit 

Source: Culture Portal, 2018.  

7.5.2.4.2. Tombs 

Kocaeli province, Gölc¿k Deĵirmendere Örcün village surrounded by cypress trees on the 

raised platform in the Ottoman period is the only tomb space. There is Berat to the years in 

the wooden cist belonging to Sultan Baba and III.From Selim, H.1203 (M.1787). Halveti is 

a member of the cult of the hand of the guru. In June 1879, the Ottoman tomb is located to 

the right of the tomb entrance (Culture Portal, 2018). 

7.5.2.5. Festivals and Festivities 

A wide range of cultural, artistic and sporting events are organized in Kocaeli during 

different seasons of the year. Some of these activities are shown in table 7.7. 

 

 

 



                              

 

Table 7.7: Festivals and Festivities 

Event Name Type Where It Was 

Handled 

Time 

Tulip Festival Festival Kocaeli (Center) April  

Children's Toys Festival Festival Kocaeli (Center) April  

International Folk Dance Festival Cultural  Kocaeli (Center) June 

Kocaeli Karamürsel Traditional Golden Belt Oily 

Wrestler Wrestling Event 

Wrestle Karamürsel 

District 

July 

Hazelnut and Culture Festival Art Gölcük District July 

Maĸukiye Kartepe Golden Pear Festival Art Maĸukiye District August 

Fish Festival Food&Baverage Karamürsel  August 

Green Ihsaniye Apple Festival Food&Baverage Gölcük  September 

Young Talents Short Film Festival Art Ķzmit  December 

Hēdēr Ķlyas Festival Ķn the District Of Kēreli Cultural  Höyük May 

Book Fair Exhibition Kocaeli (Center) May 

Ceramic Symposium Symposium Gölcük  May 

Spring Festival Cultural  Gölcük  May 

Hünkar Meadow Wrestling with Oily Wrestlers Wrestle Gebze May 

Yarēmca Golden Cherry Festival Food&Baverage Körfez June 

Forty-Patch Festival Cultural  Gölcük  June 

Cities and cultural fusion Cultural  Darēca  June-July 

Festival Of Remorse Food&Baverage Ķzmit  July 

Kartepe Climbing Car Racing Sporty Kartepe July 

Evening Nights In Eskihisar Moonlight Art Gebze  August 

Snowball Wrestlers Ibrahim Oil Wrestling Wrestle Kartepe August 

Summer Kadērga Festivities Cultural  Gölcük  August 

Izmit Municipality Golden Pasha Oil Wrestling Wrestle Ķzmit  September 

Grape Festival Food&Baverage Ķzmit  September 

Traditional Greasy Wrestlers Agriculture Culture And 

Art Festival 

Wrestle Kandēra September 

And Zühtü Müridoĵlu Wooden Sculpture Symposium Art Gölcük  September 

Kartepe Sapanca Lake Carp Fishing Competition Sporty Kartepe September 

Kartepe Highland Festival Cultural  Kartepe September 

Source: Official Holidays, 2018. 

7.5.2.6. Traditional Arts and Clothes 

7.5.2.6.1. Folkloric  Dances 



                              

 

There are communities from the Balkans, the Black Sea and the Eastern Anatolia region in 

Kocaeli. In some villages Horon, Hora and metings, Butcher games, Zeybek and 

Circassian games are played. The games in which their music is played with fine 

instruments (clarinet, violin, C¿b¿ĸ¿ĸ, Pulbuka, or small drums) are played as spoons and 

individual games in men and groups in women (Kocaeli Culture Tourism, 2018). 

Circassians and Abkhazians from Caucasian immigrants were mostly able to preserve their 

original structures in Izmit and a few villages and towns. Caucasus games are played here 

accompanied by accordion or keys. Georgians also play Artvin games, while others play 

Horon-style games in kemençe. Those coming from Eastern and Southeastern Anatolia 

play halay-style plays accompanied by drum-zurna(Kocaeli Culture Tourism, 2018). 

7.5.2.6.2. Traditional  Clothes 

The diversity in the population structure of the province is reflected in the clothing-belt. 

Circassian, Abkhazia and Georgians in clothing have a Caucasian influence.  

Women's clothes: at first, the front side of the conical toplikle Fes scarf is connected to the 

head and the ends of the belt up to the level of the conical scarf is covered. In the body 

there is a collar shirt on the inside and a coat that falls down to the level of the hip at the 

top. The belt is attached through the jacket. There is a shawl that goes down to the bottom 

of the body, and a unique sock and black kundura are worn standing (Kocaeli Culture 

Tourism, 2018). 

Men's clothes: Klot pants, collar shirt, original wrap belt in the belt, especially tassel mesh 

FES and standing black shoes are available (Kocaeli Culture Tourism, 2018). 

7.5.2.7. Hereke Carpet and Silk Factory 

Founded in 1843, hereke factory was put into production in 1845 under the name Hereke 

factory-I Humayunu in order to meet the need for upholstery and curtains of the newly 

constructed palaces. Jakar counters and designers from France were brought to the factory 

Hereke, which was the most comprehensive factory established by the Ottoman Empire in 

silk weaving. In 1891, Hereke factory-I Humayunu, which can be considered as a turning 

point in traditional Ottoman carpet, started carpet production with hundreds of new looms 

almost half a century after its foundation (Culture Portal, 2018). 

7.5.2.8. Mevlevi House - Izmit -Kocaeli 

Kocaeli Mevlevi House was built by renovation (restoration) of one of the structures 

known as Seka lodgings within the sekapark area. The house consists of two parts. In the 

first part, the beautiful art of Mevlevi zikrini, Ebru and hat works are organized within the 

concept of living museum and presented to the attention of visitors and a presentation room 

where Mevlevi was introduced. There is also the possibility to present presentations to 

small groups of cinema and barcovision. The second part is composed of two halls where 

science, art, conversation can be held, poetry, literature and remembrance nights can be 

held (Külür portal, 2018). 

7.5.2.9. Traditional  Cuisine 

The cultural diversity and cosmopolitan structure in the region also create a variety of 

nutritional forms. The use of modern methods in agriculture is above the country. This is 

concentrated in vegetable production. While nutrition in Anatolia is mainly based on flour, 

vegetable and fruit consumption in Kocaeli stands out (Kocaeli Culture Tourism, 2018). 

The delicacies that come to the fore in Kocaeli's regional cuisine are shown in table 7.8. 

 

 



                              

 

Table 7.8: Local Tastes/Flavors 

Pastries Home Pasta, Pancake, Cizleme (Flow), Lokum, Mushroom Pastry, ¢iĵceliYumurta, Walnut Pie 

Sweets Hºĸmerim (cheese dessert), dry halva, Nazlē (Sitting Fatma Dessert), semolina halva, Kübe 

dessert and various wrapping and stuffed. 

Piĸmaniye It has become famous as a city-specific dessert type. Those who pass Izmit on their travels meet 

the resentment dealers first. It is like the symbol of this sweet province that gives the 

appearance of white cotton in boxes. 

Rice Baĸakaklē Goose Pilaff, Ayvalē ¢iĵceli Roasted Pilaff, Darted Boiled Pilaff, ¢iĵceli Pilaff. 

Mushroom Dishes Roast Milk Mushroom, Egg Malady Mushroom, Karakulak Mushroom, Egg Raven Beetle 

Mushroom, Basil Mushroom, Dörbelen Mushroom, Egg Malayēran Mushroom, and Black-Clad 

Mashroom. 

Olive oil Dishes Stuffed Onion with olive oil, Celery with olive oil , Mallow with olive oil 

Mancarlē Dishes Sirken Mancar, Stuffed Mancar, Karagöz Mancar, Gazayaklē Mancar Patties, Mancar With 

Flowers 

Other Dishes Umaç Soup, Velvety Roasting, Sizzling (Flowing) Lorlu Pazarē Dolmasē, Red Beet 

Meal,Arpacik Onion Chestnut, Efelik Mameg¿mesi Dolmasē, Pecan Blossom Stuffed With Bell 

Peppers, Has Efelek 

Source: Kocaeli Culture Tourism, 2018, Local Delicacies, 2018. 

7.5.2.10.Libraries 

There are 12 libraries throughout the province. The libraries in the province are shown in 

table 7.9. 

Table 7.9: Libraries 

¢ayērova County Public Library Zübeyde Hanēm Public Library 

Derince M. Kēlē­doĵan District Public Library Kandēra Prof. Turan G¿neĸ District Public Library  

Gebze District Public Library  Karamürsel District Public Library  

Gölcük District Public Library  Kºsekºy Nazēm Demirci Public Library 

Kocaeli Provincial Public Library  Suadiye Public Library 

Nazmi Oĵuz Children's Library Gulf County Public Library 

7.6. Tourism Infrastructure and Services  

The tourism infrastructure of Kocaeli province and the topics covered within the scope of 

services include accommodation, travel, food & beverage, recreation, entertainment, 

culture-arts and sports industries, and the number of enterprises/facilities. 

7.6.1. Accommodation Sector 

Information about hotel and room numbers within provincial borders is shown in the table 

below.  

Table 7.10: Numerical Values of Accommodation Sector 

Accommodation Statistics Certified by the Ministry as of 31.01.2019 

City 

Number of 

Facilities with 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Rooms with 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Beds with 

Business 

Certificate 

Number of 

Investment 

Certificated 

Facilities 

Number of 

Rooms with 

Investment 

Certificate 

Number of Beds 

with Investment 

Certificate 



                              

 

Kocaeli 53 4 074 8 232 9 845 1 787 

Municipality -Certified Accommodation Planning Statistics as of 03.12.2018 

City 
Number of Municipality 

Certified Facilities 

Number of Rooms with 

Municipal Certificate 

Number of Beds with Municipal 

Certificate 

Kocaeli   105  2 570  6 111 

Source: T. R. Culture and Tourism Ministry, 2019. 

7.6.2. Travel, Food & Beverage, Entertainment, Culture-Arts and sports industries 

The number of travel agencies, food & beverage establishments, culture-arts institutions 

and sports enterprises within the borders of the province is presented with the 

subcategories in the table below.  

Table 7.11: Numerical Values for Travel, Food & Beverage, Entertainment, Culture-Arts 

and Sports Industries 

Categories Number Of 

Establishments 

Travel agencies (A, B and C groups) 126 

Restaurants 

Sub-categories: Turkish Cuisine, Lahmacun And Pitta Makers Fish Restaurant, Catering Services, 

Raw Meatballs, Chinese Cuisine, Soup, World Cuisine, Spreader, Rotary, Home Cookers, Fast 

Food-Pizza, French Restaurant, Pancake-Hair Roasting, Indian Cuisine, Iĸkembeci, Italian 

Restaurant, Canteens, Breakfast Halls, Kabap Saloons, Meat-Chicken-Grill, Kokoreç, Mexican 

Cuisine, Barbecue, Far Eastern Cuisine, Vegetarian Cuisine 

683 

Entertainment Venues 

Sub-categories: Family Tea Rooms, Bars and Discos, Billiard Halls, Beer Halls, Bowling Halls, 

Tea Halls, Wedding Organizations, Casinos, Night Clubs, Cafeterias, Coffee Houses, Locales, 

Pubs, Wine Houses, Taverna and Musicals, Folk Houses, Cafe Chains. 

176 

Culture and art  

Sub-categories: Antiques, Handicrafts, Show and Boards Arts, Cultural Centers, Restoration of 

Cultural and Artistic Works, Library and Archives, Auctions, Museums, Music Houses, Parks, 

Botanik and Zoo Gardens, Art Galleries, Artists, Trade in Artistic Goods, Exhibitions and Fairs, 

Cinema Halls, Theatre Halls 

29 

Sports Industry 

Sub-categories: Sports Equipment, Water Sports, Tennis, Tourism and Recreational Sports 

Facilities, Far Eastern Sports, Yoga Sports, Swimming Pools, Sports Clubs, Sports Event 

Organizers, Sports Instructors, Sports Support and Business Services, Winter Sports And Skiing, 

Gym Halls, Turf  Grounded Football Arenas, Fitness Halls, Mountaineering, Various Sports Halls 

and Facilities, Equestrian, Equestrian Materials and Accessories, Special Sports and Wellness 

Centers for Women, Basketball, Hunting and Hunting Equipments. 

88 

Source: Kocaeli, 2018, Investment Enterprises Application, 2018, Find, 2018. 

2 Tourist Information Offices provide the informatics supports required by the tourists 

visiting the province of Kocaeli 

7.6.3. Recreation Areas 

The concept of recreation, in short, can be defined as the re-access to the disturbed 

integrity of the human being to live healthy and work efficiently. Recreation is considered 

as a necessary phenomenon in increasing people's commitment to life and their life span, 

and considers it as the key to spiritual and physical fitness. The fact that Recreation is an 

activity necessary for the psychosomatic health of the people who are tired of modern age 

increases the values of recreation areas within the frame of the height of the possibilities 



                              

 

for performing the functions expected from them. At the top of the recreational areas are 

water banks and forest areas (Altēnºz et al., 2014). The main issues related to the rectional 

areas within the borders of the province are as follows:  

7.6.3.1. Bird  Observation 

7.6.3.1.1. Sapanca Lake and Its Environment 

In 1995 and 1996, a significant number of water birds were identified. Among the 

important species here are Hungarian duck, elmabaĸ patka, sakarmeke (Kocaeli cultural 

tourism, 2018).  

6.2.1.1.2. Darēca-Bayramoĵlu bird paradise and theme park 

38 km from Istanbul. Darēca Bird Paradise and theme park, located at a distance, has 

become a unique park in the world for bird species. The zoo consists of 350 species of 

animals and over 250 species of plants, tropical Central aquarium, botanical gardens and 

children's playgrounds constitute a whole with restuarants. Bird paradise is a resort for 

education, sightseeing and day rest (Kocaeli Culture Tourism, 2018). 

7.6.3.2. Plant Observation 

Beĸkayalar Nature Park, Balikayalar Valley, Kartepe-Kuzuyaya, Sapanca Lake are the 

areas that offer plant research with the rich flora of the northern coast (Kocaeli Culture 

Tourism, 2018).  

7.6.3.3.Alternative Water Sports 

There are places where underwater diving can be done along the Black Sea coast of 

Kandira District of Kocaeli province. The marine activities of the University Sports Club 

and Kocaeli underwater Sports Club are carried out at Kandira Kerpe, Kumcak, Kefken 

and sparse Beach (Kocaeli Culture Tourism, 2018). The Centers for water sports are shown 

in Table 7.12. 

Table 7.12: Sports Activities and Centers 

Fields Centers 

Underwater Diving Kandēra, Kerpe, Kumcak, Kefken and rare areas of underwater diving can be done in regions. 

Aquaplane In Seka and Izmit at Kartepe Seka camp, there are cable water skiing, wakeboarding, barefoot 

and knee-top skis both for professionals and beginners. 

Sports Fishing 

Sports 

The small lakes and Kandira beaches on Kartepe along with Sapanca Lake are among the 

places where sports fishing can be carried out. 

Sail Izmit Bay has a convenient location for sailing sports. 

Source: Kocaeli Culture Tourism, 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                              

 

Image 7.4: Kerpe 

 

Source: Kocaeli Province Directorate of Culture and Tourism, 2018. 

7.6.3.4. Mountain and Nature Trekking  

Mountain and Nature trekkings can be done within the boundaries of Kocaeli province and 

some of them and their characteristics are shown in table 7.13. 

Table 7.13: Nature Trekking Areas 

Fields Features 

Aytepe - Beĸkayalar - Yucacēk 

Dam 

One of the most famous hiking trails in Kocaeli is Aytepe. The attraction of 

geography is one of the reasons of choice. 

Aytepe - Keskēdere - Cold 

Water  

It is possible to see bird's eye from the beginning of the Cold War Valley. Part of 

the trail goes through the canyon. 

Mosquedüzü - Yuvacēk Dam Located in the vicinity of the Yuvacēk dam, it consists of closed land road to 

traffic just across the main highway. Recreation areas were created in the course 

and various sports equipment were put to do sports. 

Aytepe-Degirmendüzü-Yuvacik 

Dam 

The most visually perfect part of this track consists of descents. This is why it is 

especially useful to use a walking stick. 

Degirmendüzü - Aytepe - 

Degirmendüzü 

With a geography where everyone can walk comfortably, only one part of this 

track is a landing and other parts consist of the way of land in the forest. 

Hamzadaĵē Hamzadaĵē, all the factors that constitute the geography of the region can be seen 

here. It is possible to see the bird's eye view of Izmit. 

Aytepe Ķnönü Highland This park, consisting of a full back area of Samanlē mountains and a forest-like 

dirt road, will be indispensable for the hikers in a short time with its comfortable 

trekking structure. 

 

 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































