
General Information 

 

Welcome to BSB Annual Conference!  

 

The conference will take place on 5th of 
December 2013. The theme of this event 
will be “From ENPI CBC to ENI CBC - Les-
son Learned and Future Opportunities in 

the Black Sea Basin”.  

Governmental Organisations, researchers 
and academics, as well as representatives 
of the European Commission and other 
stakeholders active in the Black Sea Basin. 
 
Additional information is available on pro-
gram web site:  
www.blacksea-cbc.net 
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Conference Place: 
 
Hotel Holiday Inn Istanbul City 
Ballroom 

 

Address: Turgut Özal Caddesi No:189 

34280 Topkapı ISTANBUL 

Phone : (+90 212) 530 99 00 
Fax : (+90 212) 530 99 24 
E-mail : info@hiistanbulcity.com 
Web : www.hiistanbulcity.com 
 

Accommodation:  
 
Holiday Inn İstanbul City TOPKAPI.  
 
Do not forget to register for conference 
from our registration desk. 
 
Free internet access is available in hotel 
rooms. Please ask to the reception in your 
check in.  
 
For printing issues, please ask to reception. 
 

Meal: 
 
Hotel accommodation covers breakfast.  
Lunch on 5th December will be open buffet 
at the hotel. 
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Transportation: 
 
The Hotel is 12km to Atatürk Airport.  
 
Transportation to hotel is possible in several 
ways: 
 
1.Taxi:  
 
Costs max. 50TL 
 

2. Metro + Taxi:  
 
Take Metro (M1) from airport.  
 
Get off at Topkapı-Ulubatlı station and 
pick a Taxi. 
 
You must buy a token (1.95TL).   
Available via automats working with coins 
or TL banknotes.  
 
Taxi costs max. 5TL. 
 

3. Metro + Tram: 
 

Take Metro (M1) from airport.  
Transfer Tram (T1) at Zeytinburnu 
Get off Pazartekke Tram Station. 
 
You must buy two tokens (1.95TLx2).   
Available via automats working with coins 
or TL banknotes.  
 

Attention! 
 
Airport Shuttle is 
only available 
from Airport to 
Taksim Square! 
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Touristic Info: 
 
The Hotel is near old walls and several 
historic places are 3-4km by Tram. Take 
tram (T1) to direction of “Kabataş”.  
Follow the announcements for stops. 

TOPKAPI PALACE 
 
The primary residence of the Ottoman Sul-
tans for approximately 400 years of their 
624-year reign. 
 
 
HAGIA SOPHIA 
 
A former Greek Orthodox patriarchal basili-
ca (church), later an imperial mosque, and 
now a museum. 
 
 
SULTAN AHMET MOSQUE 
 
Near Hagia Sofia, popularly known as the 
Blue Mosque for the blue tiles adorning the 
walls of its interior. 
 
 
THE HIPPODROME  
 
The ancient Hippodrome, which was the 
setting for chariot races and the centre of 
Byzantine civic life, is situated in the open 
air in front of the Blue Mosque. There are 
three monuments remaining: the Obelisk of 
Theodosia, the bronze Serpentine Column 
and the Column of Constantin.  

GULHANE PARK 
 
Gülhane Park is part of the outer garden 
of Topkapı Palace and mainly consisted 
of a grove. 

GOLDEN HORN 
 
The Golden Horn (Turkish: Haliç)  is an 
inlet of the Bosphorus dividing the city 
of Istanbul and forming the natural har-
bor that has sheltered Greek, Roman, 
Byzantine, Ottoman and other ships for 
thousands of years. 
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GRAND BAZAAR 
 
One of the largest and oldest covered mar-
kets in the world, with 61 covered streets 
and over 3,000 shops which attract be-
tween 250,000 and 400,000 visitors daily. 
 

 
TAKSIM SQUARE 
 
At the end of the İstiklal Avenue, one of 
the major centres of Istanbul near Taksim 
Gezi Park. 

ISTIKLAL AVENUE 
 
İstiklal Avenue (Turkish: İstiklâl Caddesi), 
is one of the most famous avenues in Is-
tanbul. Located in the historic Beyoğlu 
(Pera) district,which houses exquisite 
boutiques, music stores, bookstores, art 
galleries, cinemas, theatres, libraries, ca-
fés, pubs, night clubs with live music, his-
torical patisseries, chocolateries and res-
taurants. 
 
Tram from Hotel to Kabataş, funicular sys-
tem from Kabataş and nostalgic tram from 
Istiklal to Taksim are in use. 

 
GALATA TOWER 
 
The Galata Tower (Turkish: Galata Tower) 
— called Christea Turris (the Tower of 
Christ in Latin) by the Genoese — is a me-
dieval stone tower in the Galata/Karaköy 
quarter of Istanbul, Turkey, just to the 
north of the Golden Horn. 

BASILICA CISTERN 
 
The enlarged cistern provided a water filtration 
system for the Great Palace of Constantinople 
and other buildings on the First Hill, and contin-
ued to provide water to the Topkapi Palace af-
ter the Ottoman conquest in 1453 and into mod-
ern times. 
 
The cistern is closed to Hippodrome, Hagia So-
phia and Blue Mosque. 
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Help: 
 
Emergency Numbers in Turkey 
 
There is no guarantee that any English will 
be spoken on any of these emergency and 
helpline telephone numbers.  
 
Calls to the following emergency numbers 
are free of charge; the lines are available 
24 hours a day. 
 
It is possible to call 112 for all emergency 
calls. The caller is redirected to the ap-
propriate service. 
 
 
Phone Services 
 
Medical emergency / Ambulance Tel: 112 
Fire Tel: 110 
Police Tel: 155 
Coastguard Tel: 158 
Missing child / Women's helpline Tel: 183 
 
 

CONSULATES IN ISTANBUL 

 
Consulate General of BULGARIA  
Address : Ahmet Adnan Saygun Cd. No:44 
80600 2. Levent Istanbul  
Phone : +90-(212) 281 01 15  

 

Consulate General of GREECE  
Address : Turnacibasi Sokak No:32, B 
eyoglu Istanbul  
Phone : +90-(212) 245 05 96-97  

 

Consulate General of ROMANIA  
Address : Siraselviler Caddesi No:5  
Beyoglu Taksim Istanbul  
Phone : +90-(212) 292 41 25-26-27  

 

Consulate General of AZERBAIJAN 
Address: Sümbül Sokak, No:17, 1.  
Levent İstanbul 
Phone : +90-(212) 325 80 42 / 43,44,45 

 

Consulate General of UKRAINE  
Address: Adakale Sokak No:13,  
Şenlikköy Florya Bakırköy İstanbul 
Phone : +90-(212) 662 25 41 - 662 27 35 

 

Consulate General of GEORGIA 
Address: İnönü Caddesi No : 55 Marmara 
Apt. Da:2 Gümüşsuyu Taksim  İstanbul 

Phone: +90-(212) 292 81 10 
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The weather is expected to be 10 Celcius 
degrees (can be rainy and/or snowy).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Electric sockets are in European standards 
in Turkey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taxes & Refunds 

 
Turkey has a value-added tax (VAT) known 
as the katma değer vergisi (KDV). This 
means that 18% tax is added to (and hid-
den in) the price of most goods and ser-
vices. If nonresidents buy an expensive 
item such as a carpet or a leather garment 
from a shop that participates in the na-
tional ‘Global Refund: Tax Free Shopping’ 
scheme and then take the item out of the 
country within three months, they are en-
titled to a refund of the KDV. 

 
Other: 
 

The official EUR ratio is  
 

1 EUR = 2.70~2.75 TL 
 
There are 24-hour exchange bureau (döviz 
bürosu) in the arrivals hall at Atatürk In-
ternational Airport that offer rates com-
parable to those offered by bureau in the 
city. US dollars and euros are easily 
changed at exchange bureau. They are al-
so often accepted as payment without be-
ing changed. Automated teller offer in-
structions in English, French and German 
and will pay out Turkish liras when you 
insert your bank debit (cash) card. ATMs 
will also pay cash advances on Visa and 
MasterCard. The unit of currency is 
the Türk Lirası (Turkish Lira; TL). Coins 
come in amounts of 1, 5, 10, 25 and 50 
kuruş and 1 lira, and notes in 5, 10, 20, 
50, 100 and 200 lira. 
 
The railway systems work between 06.00-
00.30 in Istanbul. 
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Airport 

Hotel 



MAP OF ISTANBUL HISTORICAL PENINSULA 

Enjoy your İstanbul visit... 
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