	Annexes 
Annex 3: Findings and recommendations for  
the Black Sea Basin Joint Operational Programme 2007-2013


This Annex summarizes the recommendations resulting from the completion of the current audit mission. We have given each recommendation a level of importance (as explained below) and we have determined, together with management staff of the audited entities, the actions that need to be implemented.
	Ranking  of importance for stated findings and recommendations

	High level of importance:
Fundamental and material aspects for the effective functioning of the programme management and control system.

	Average level of importance:
Aspects which have an important effect on the effective functioning of the programme management and control system.

	Low level of importance:
Aspects which, if corrected, would improve the effective functioning of the programme management and control system.



	No
	Finding
	Level of importance
	Recommendation
	Deadline for implementation
	Result of the reconciliation procedure

	1. 
	As a result of the checks carried out at the premises of the beneficiary "Regional Agency for Entrepreneurship and Innovations" Varna, for the project MIS-ETC code 234 "Black Sea Network of Regional Development (BlasNET), it was found that on the original documents checked by the first level control unit in Bulgaria only the stamp and signature of the first level controller has been applied, without mentioning the MIS-ETC code of the project, as well as the validated amount.
	average
	1. The Joint Managing Authority shall ensure that in the case of beneficiaries from EU Member States which participate in the implementation of a project, the first level controllers will write on all the original invoices the MIS-ETC code of the project, as well as the amount validated for that project.
 
2. The Joint Managing Authority shall ensure that in the case of beneficiaries from partner countries, which participate in the implementation of a project, all the original invoices mention the MIS-ETC code of the project, as well as the validated amount.
	31.08.2013

	Recommendation accepted.
Recommendation accepted.

	2. 
	For the beneficiaries from the Member States of the European Union which participate in the project, the first level controller checks, in a proportion of 100%, the supporting documents accompanying the requests for payment.
 
The beneficiaries from the partner countries participating in the project are subject to an external audit in which the supporting documents accompanying the requests for payment are verified in the proportion of 60%-80%.
 
Thus it is found that the checks are not applied in a uniform manner in all the states participating in the programme and the principle of equal treatment is not fulfilled.
 

	average
	In the case of the programming period 2014-2020, in accordance with the provisions of Community legislation, the Joint Management Authority will ensure the application of the principle of equal treatment for all the beneficiaries from the states participating in the programme (EU Member States and partner countries). 

	31.12.2013
	Recommendation accepted.
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